
 

 
 

20th July 2016
 

Dear Parents 
 

This is our last newsletter of this academic year 

and indeed, my last St Michael’s newsletter!  As 

the school year draws to a close, I would like to 

take this opportunity to thank pupils, parents, 

friends, staff and governors for all the effort 

that they put in to ensure that St Michael’s is an 

extremely happy and successful school.   
 

I would also like to express my sincere thanks to 

all who were involved in the SURPRISE celebration 

last Friday.  The idea of afternoon tea with 

members of the present and past school community 

was a great one and I really did appreciate the 

huge amount of effort that had gone into planning, 

setting up and running the event.  The weather was 

a little unkind but, in true St Michael’s style, it did 

not get in the way of proceedings.  I would also like 

to thank everyone for the lovely gifts I received – 

I have been truly spoilt and am extremely grateful 

to you all.    
 

As I said on Friday, I feel privileged to have been 

given the opportunity to lead St Michael’s School 

and I am extremely proud of all that we have 

achieved together.  I take with me some amazing 

memories of the children and the activities we 

have engaged in together.  I hope to visit from 

time to time and catch up with everyone.  
 

In the meantime, I would like to donate two 

trophies to the school to be awarded annually to a 

boy and a girl for their contribution to school  

 

 

sport – this year they will be awarded to 

Beatrice Agostini in Year 6 and Michael Ikpeama 

in Year 5.  I am also arranging for a new tree to 

be planted at the front of the school, to replace 

the one that blew down in the recent storms.   
 

This is the last day at St Michael’s for our Year 

6 pupils and I would like to wish them a very fond 

farewell and thank them for all that they have 

contributed to our school.  I wish them all the 

very best at secondary school and hope that they 

will keep the school posted on their successes 

and visit whenever they can.  The same applies to 

parents of children who are leaving, do keep in 

touch with the school and join in for those 

special events – Bonfire Night, Christmas Fair or 

Summer Fete. 
 

Today, farewells have also been said to staff who 

are moving on to new adventures.  I am sure that 

they all take with them happy memories of their 

time here and I wish them every success in 

whatever they choose to do in the future.   

 

I hope to see many of you during the course of 

today, but if I don’t, I would like to wish you a 

very happy and sunny summer holiday.   
 

Children, keep safe and enjoy your holidays! 
 

Very best wishes 
 

Sue Grundy 

 

 

 



 

My Kingdom for a Cake! 
Last week's Cakespeare competition was a huge 

success! We had 20 superb and imaginative entries, 

ranging from The Tempest to Macbeth, plus 

several Globe Theatres. (Who knew that Shredded 

Wheat could be such a good replacement for 

thatch?) Lizzie Payton, who came in to judge the 

competition from The Phoenix comic, couldn't 

decide on an outright winner so all children who 

took part received a gift for their efforts in last 

Friday's Sharing Assembly. We will soon be posting 

up pictures on the Library website 

(https://stmichaelsschoollibrary.wordpress.com/) 

so you can see the children's work in all its glory. 
 

Lizzie was so impressed by the cakes that she 

would like to publish images of some of the cakes 

in The Phoenix's 'Fanfare' page, which celebrates 

the artistic achievements of its readers. We will 

keep watching for when this happens, but do keep 

an eye out for The Phoenix too in the next few 

weeks. 
 

Finally, a huge thank you to everyone who came to 

buy cakes at the sale after school. Thanks to your 

generosity, we have raised £93.50 for Unicef, 

whose work is more crucial now than ever before. 

We are very fortunate to have such a kind 

community. 
 

Whole School Trip 
Our children and staff thoroughly enjoyed the trip 

to Marwell Zoo on Monday.  Despite the heat, the 

children managed very well and it was lovely to 

spend time with them visiting the animals, 

picnicking under the trees, riding on the train and 

having time to play together.  We would like to 

thank parents who came along to help – it was a 

tiring day but we hope that you enjoyed it too.  

Thanks also to the PTA who part funded the 

coaches which meant that we could keep the costs 

of the trip as low as possible. 

 

Excellent Attendance 
Congratulations to the following pupils who 

managed 100% attendance this year: 

Tom Cheung, Naomi Dodson, David Okereke, Benji 

Wenham, Isaac Band, Morrigan Ogg, Jack Andrew 

Davies and Ruby Taylor Gunn.  Each child has been 

presented with a book token. 

 

Hartley Award 
Once again we presented this special award to 

recognise caring and kind acts that are carried 

out by children in our school.  This year, ‘The 

Hartley Award for being Caring and Kind’ has 

been awarded to: 

Alessia Inall and Victor Garcia-Martin 

(Reception) 

Riham Salman and Thomas Rasmussen (Year 1) 

Melina Alahendra and Morty Goff (Year 2) 

Joy Duran and Mayson Carlisle (Year 3) 

Abby Dirckx and Sam Thomson (Year 4 

Carmen Deller and Michel Ikpeama (Year 5) 

Alice Kibble and Torin Arnold (Year 6) 

These names were taken from the Rainbow Book, 

which is our weekly record and celebration of 

examples of good citizenship.   
 

Water Safety 
With the summer holidays starting tomorrow, we 

would like to highlight some key messages about 

water safety. 
 

With the onset of sunny, warmer weather 

children and young people may be tempted to cool 

off by swimming in reservoirs, lakes, rivers, 

ponds and other inland water. However, 

unsupervised open water sources, which may look 

safe and inviting, can pose additional risks to 

even the most competent swimmers. Young people 

should have the hazards and risks drawn to their 

attention and be discouraged from using them. 
 

It should never be assumed that because 

someone can swim in a pool that they can deal 

with the different challenges of open water. All 

children and young people should realise that 

natural water sources harbour hidden dangers 

below the surface which may adversely affect 

them. 
 

Strong currents 

Water sources including reservoirs, lakes and 

large ponds, as well as moving water, can have 

strong currents which even the strongest of 

swimmers may have difficulty in mastering. They 

can drag individuals away from areas where they 

may feel confident into areas well out of their 

depth, where they may be unable to climb out of 

the water or distances they are unable to swim 

back. Weirs, locks, pipes and sluices are often 

linked with strong currents. 
 

 

https://stmichaelsschoollibrary.wordpress.com/


Jumping and diving into water from bridges and 

the bank pose risks as the depth may vary and 

there can be unseen hazards. Weeds, rocks, 

discarded rubbish and debris including shopping 

trolleys and bicycles may not be visible from the 

bank or above the water and can be a real danger 

to someone jumping in or swimming. 
 

The safest places to swim are supervised well 

maintained swimming pools with clear, clean water 

and proper lifeguarding provision.  We are really 

lucky to have an outdoor pool in Oxford and it is 

hoped that many children and families will make 

good use of this as well as other local facilities 

over the summer. 

 

Foundation Governor Vacancy 

As you may know most schools in the UK are 

governed by a Governing Body made up of school 

staff, faith representatives and parents. We are 

looking for a Foundation Governor for our school’s 

Governing Body. Foundation Governors have a 

particular interest in the school’s Christian 

character. If you think you may be interested in 

being a Foundation Governor, please drop in to see 

Mrs Owen at the start of the new academic year.  

Alternatively, you could talk to Anne Pearsall 

(parent of Jonny in Year 5) who is one of our 

Foundation Governors. 
 

Summer Holiday Activities at The 

Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock 
The Woodstock Museum is running a range of 

Science and Arts activities throughout the summer 

holidays.  Information is posted on our parent 

noticeboard adjacent to the playground.  

Alternatively log on to the website to find out 

what is happening and when. 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/chi

ldrens-activities-oxfordshire-museum 
 

Epic Explorers – Holiday Bible Club 2016 
Epic Explorers is a week of fun at St Ebbe’s 

Headington (30 – 34 Lime Walk) for children 

aged 6 to 11. The exciting island adventures 

include games, activities, songs and Bible stories.  

For more information contact the church office 

via email headingtonadmin@gmail.com or phone 

01865 453226. 
 

Dates for the Diary: 
5th Sept: Start of the Autumn term 

21st Oct: End of first half term 

31st Oct: Start of second half of term 

16th Dec: End of Autumn term 

 

4th Jan: Start of Spring term 

10th Feb: End of first half of term 

20th Feb: Start of second half of term 

7th April: End of Spring term 

 

24th April: Start of Summer term 

25th May: End of first half of term 

5th June: Start of second half of term 

20th July: End of Summer term 

 
 

INSET DAYS 2016 / 2017 
The following 5 days have been designated at 

INSET days: 

1st & 2nd September 2016 

3rd January 2017 

26th May 2017 

21st July 2017 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/childrens-activities-oxfordshire-museum
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/childrens-activities-oxfordshire-museum
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