
 

 
 

8th July 2016
 

Dear Parents 
 

This has been another busy fortnight in school 

with the football tournament, transition days, 

Sports Day and the Year 5 & 6 drama production.   
 

I know that all those who attended the 

performances of ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream,’ 

would wish to join me in congratulating the children 

and staff on a wonderful production.  The children 

did a splendid job of entertaining friends and 

family with fantastic drama and songs as well as 

great humour.  The production was great fun and 

the children clearly enjoyed the opportunity to 

perform and did so with amazing confidence. 

 

We would like to thank everyone who supported 

the children by providing costumes, props or by 

helping them to learn their lines.  We would 

especially like to thank, Mrs Devine, Ann Mayo, 

Miss Moseley and Miss Helkin for working so hard 

to ensure that the children knew the songs and 

their lines so that they could perform with such 

confidence.  Thanks also to Kirsten Friedrichs for 

painting the backdrop, Annesh Ramklown for his 

drama coaching. 
 

Just eight school days left until the end of term 

but there is still plenty to fit in.  We hope that 

many of you will come along to our Open Evening 

next Monday, our Year 6 pupils are looking forward 

to visiting Hill End for day time activities and an 

overnight stay, we are looking forward to our whole 

school trip to Marwell Zoo on the final Monday of  

 

 

term (18th July) and our Year 6 Leavers’ Service 

will be taking place at St Michael’s Church on 

Tuesday 19th July.  There will be a final Sharing 

Assembly on Wednesday 20th July. 
 

There will be an end of year newsletter next 

Friday to round up all the latest news. 
 

Very best wishes 

 

Sports Day 
Thankfully, the weather was kind on Tuesday and 

we were able to go ahead with our Sports Day.  

It was great to see all the children taking part in 

a range of running, jumping and throwing 

activities.  They showed real determination and 

great team work during the course of the 

morning and it was lovely to see our older pupils 

encouraging and taking such good care of the 

younger children.  It was also great to see so 

many parents and friends supporting the children 

and staying to have a picnic lunch on the field. 
 

When all the scores were added together, we 

were amazed by how close the final scores were 

considering how many events the teams had 

completed.  The scores were as follows:  Green 

team – 1393, Red team – 1440, Blue team – 1437, 

Black team – 1602 and the winning team, the 

Yellow team – 1655.  A big well done to 

everyone. 

 



Annual Reports to parents 
The annual report to parents will be sent out 

towards the end of next week.  Please check in 

your child’s book bag to ensure that you receive 

yours.   
 

All parents should be aware that the new 

curriculum, which was introduced two years ago, 

has raised the bar in terms of the standards 

expected at the end of each year group.   I have 

complete confidence in the work of our teachers 

and their ongoing assessment work which identifies 

which objectives the children are still working 

towards, which they have securely met and where 

they have exceeded the expected standards.  All 

children are tracked throughout the year and their 

next steps are shared with them on a regular basis 

in order that they know how they can achieve 

specific objectives.  An overview of the curriculum 

was given to all parents at the October Parent 

Consultations and I know that many parents have 

found this a useful document. 
 

SATs results 
We would like to congratulate the year 6 pupils on 

their great SATs results.  The standards achieved 

by all our pupils met or exceeded our expectations. 

Despite the many changes to the tests and the 

assessment process, our school continued to 

perform well when compared with other local 

primaries.  Well done!! 
 

Eid-al-Fitr (Festival of charity) 
Many of our Muslim children and families have 

been celebrating Ramadan and observing daily 

fasts and special prayers.  Ramadan lasts for about 

one month and culminates in celebrations for Eid-

al—Fitr which took place on the Wednesday 6th 

July.  We would like to wish all our families a very 

Happy Eid. 
  

Year 6 Leavers’ Service 
A reminder that the Year 6 Leavers’ Service will 

be taking place in the church on Tuesday 19th July 

at 2pm.  Year 6 parents are invited to the service 

and to a tea party at school afterwards.  We look 

forward to seeing you all there. 
 

 

 

 

 

Whole School Trip 
We will be carrying out the final preparations for 

the whole school trip to Marwell Zoo next week 

and will send out a letter detailing arrangements 

once these have been finalised.  There are still a 

couple of spaces on the coach for parents and if 

you wish to join us do get in touch via the school 

office. 
 

Football Tournament 
The tournament was a great success again this 

year with a huge number of children taking part 

from St Michael’s and other local schools.  All 

our children played well and displayed a great 

sporting attitude both on and off of the pitch.   
  

Several of our teams made it through to the 

semi-finals and although they didn’t progress 

through to the finals, all of the players can be 

proud of their performances on the day. 
 

We were very fortunate to have Chris Hackett 

at the tournament again this year to award the 

medals and the Linda Hackett Fair Play Award.  

This year the award went to Yumna Mumtaz for 

her great attitude on and off the pitch. 
  

The success of this type of event is obviously 

dependent on volunteers who put a huge amount 

of time into planning, organising and helping 

during the course of the day.  I would therefore 

like to thank all those involved – Football 

Committee, PTA committee, John Forty for 

setting up and running the PA system, parents, 

staff, governors and families who ran the café, 

sold programmes, kept score and supported the 

children during the event and of course the 

children for taking part in the tournament.   

We would also like to thank Hertford College for 

allowing us to use their lovely grounds for the 

event.  In particular, James Lazarus the Home 

Bursar and the Grounds staff, Christ Sutton and 

Richard Sula.  We really appreciate your support. 
 

We believe that the event will have raised a 

significant amount for school funds but do not 

currently have a final total to report. 
 

 
 



Books and Beyond ‘Around the World 

Read-a-thon’ 
We have awarded medals to children in Reception, 

Years 1, 2, 3 and 4 during our recent Sharing 

Assemblies. The final medals will be awarded in 

next Friday’s assembly.  Congratulations to all 

those that made it all the way around the world on 

their reading journey. 
 

Cycle Training 
Congratulations to all our children who took part in 

Cycle Training during the summer term: Torin 

Arnold, Vincent Altamura, Sherhan Baluch, Harry 

Clayton, Aisha Elmubarak, Zahra Erben, Leon 

Freemire, Alice Kibble, Ayla Naseer, Jason Papas, 

Na’el Qureshi and Madison Sewell.  We would like 

to extend our thanks to Mervin Keenan and the 

group of parents who ran this summer’s Cycle 

Training.  Without their support the training could 

not have gone ahead.  We will be in need of 

trainers next year and hope that perhaps some 

parents will come forward to train in September so 

that the new Year 6 will have a chance to take part 

in a cycle training course. 
 

Foundation Governor Vacancy 
As you may know most schools in the UK are 

governed by a Governing Body made up of school 

staff, faith representatives and parents. We are 

looking for a Foundation Governor for our school’s 

Governing Body. Foundation Governors have a 

particular interest in the school’s Christian 

character. If you think you may be interested in 

being a Foundation Governor, please drop in to see 

Mrs Grundy before the summer holiday or Mrs 

Owen at the start of the new academic year.  

Alternatively, you could talk to Anne Pearsall 

(parent of Jonny in Year 5) who is one of our 

Foundation Governors. 
 

Staffing 

We have appointed Mrs Collette Sims as our Year 

2 teacher for the autumn term.  Mrs Sims was able 

to join us for the change-over afternoon last 

Friday and therefore had an opportunity to meet 

the children, the staff and some of the parents. 
 

We have appointed Elena Mleczko as our new 

SENTA and look forward to welcoming her into 

school for a couple of visits before the end of 

term.  Debbie’s post has been advertised and the 

governors will be interviewing for her 

replacement during the summer holidays. 
 

Summer Holiday Activities at The 

Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock 
The Woodstock Museum is running a range of 

Science and Arts activities throughout the 

summer holidays.  Information is posted on our 

parent noticeboard adjacent to the playground.  

Alternatively log on to the website to find out 

what is happening and when. 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/chi

ldrens-activities-oxfordshire-museum 
 

Epic Explorers – Holiday Bible Club 2016 
Epic Explorers is a week of fun at St Ebbe’s 

Headington (30 – 34 Lime Walk) for children 

aged 6 to 11. The exciting island adventures 

include games, activities, songs and Bible stories.  

For more information contact the church office 

via email headingtonadmin@gmail.com or phone 

01865 453226. 
 

Sharing Assembly Dates:  
15th July: Sharing Assembly - All years 

20th July: Final end of term Sharing 

Assembly – All year groups 
 

Dates for the Diary: 
12th July: Year 6 overnight stay at Hill End 

14th July: Shakespeare Competition judging 

18th July: Whole School trip to Marwell Zoo 

19th July: Year 6 Leavers’ Service – 2:00 

20th July: End of term 6 
 

INSET DAYS 2016 / 2017 
The following 5 days have been designated at 

INSET days: 

1st & 2nd September 2016 

3rd January 2017 

26th May 2017 

21st July 2017 
 

Our Value of the Month for July 

is 

COURAGE 

Our Collective Worship themes for term 6 

are ‘The Olympian Spirit’ and ‘Changes.’ 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/childrens-activities-oxfordshire-museum
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/childrens-activities-oxfordshire-museum
mailto:headingtonadmin@gmail.com


 


