School News
Autumn Term 1 - 2017

Welcome to our first School News of the new school year. We have had a very successful start to
the year and the new members of our school community are now well established. We feel very
lucky to have such great new teachers and delightful new children. The pictures above are of a long
impromptu conga that formed one playtime near the end of the half term.
The children have been busy getting to know the routines of their new classes and have enjoyed a
range of activities which they have been excited to write about, please read their reports. Thank you
to all the parents who volunteered their time this half term, whether cooking soup or marching
around Oxford on one of our many trips out and about. We are really grateful for all the support you
give us.
Rosalind Owen

Running the Oxford Half Marathon
We are very grateful to Anne Pearsall, one of our governors
and a former parent, who is donating the money she has
raised from the Oxford Half Marathon to upgrade the audiovisual equipment in the Hall.
Anne writes:
The Oxford Half was great! Really nerve-wracking, exciting,
hard work and amazing to think I have done it! No stopping
and running all the way. And I am really pleased with my time
- 2hours 11mins. It was a beautiful day and a great
atmosphere. I am feeling very proud of myself and am happy
to show off my medal to anyone who shows the slightest interest! The attached picture shows me
with my lovely running partner, Naomi.
I am equally proud of my fundraising – an incredible £520 so far, which is nearly double my target!
Thanks to everyone for their generosity and support – it definitely helped to get me to the finishing
line.

School Council
Congratulations to the new school councillors for this school year. Elections were hotly contested
with some very persuasive speeches. Out new councillors are:
Reception:
Year 2:
Year 4:

Alexandra and Eli
Joe and Isabella
Lucy and Arthur P
Year 6:

Year 1:
Year 3:
Year 5:
Jasmyn and Duke

Sam and Zoe
Aidan and Lara
Emma and Mayson

Archery
On Thursday 5th October, Mr Robin Hood (that’s what he
calls himself anyway) came to give us a taster archery
session. It was a new experience for a majority of the
school.
In our class (Year 6) Mr RH started by giving us safety
instructions for using a bow and arrow. The bows were
quite small and flimsy but they were bows nevertheless.
Mr RH let us practise for a few minutes before letting us
play games.
The first game was to try to get the most points. The
second game was trying to get all your cones by hitting a
target with numbers from 1-5. The third game was even
harder than the second because you had to hit the bull’s
eye first, then get the exact numbers to get all your cones.
The final game was the most fun but tricky game of all. It
was called the Trebuchet. You had 3 arrows which you
fired into the air. You had to try to hit the target on the
ground.
In conclusion, it was really fun and lots of children want to
go to next term’s archery club.
Luke and Abby, Year 6
Reception really enjoyed archery too:
Ethan: “I really loved it, you had to be careful to put the arrow on the
bow then pull it then it flings.”
Talal: “I hit the circle, I got
the red one.”
Mustafa: “I’m going to do it
again, I’m voting to do it
again.”

No Pens Day
It was a bright sunny day on Wednesday 4th October (no pens day)! We got to play with Year 3 by
playing all sorts of games like: line tig, small ball games, skipping, jeu de l’épervier (sparrow hawk
game) to practise your French, blue bells, cockle shells, down, down, down, un… deux… trois…
soleil, hang time, pauvre petit chat malade and koosh ball.
Year 6 practised their games several times. After a while we decided how many year 3 we needed.
When the team leader went to get the year 3 for the group we brought them to the group and
explained the game. At the end of the day we all had a great time.
Thomas and Shariq, Year 6

Ancient Egypt Trip
On the 14th October Year 5 went to the Ashmolean to
study the Ancient Egyptians. We looked in four
galleries and we filled in an activity sheet. It was very
interesting and Year 5 learnt lots. We got lots of
exercise because we walked there and back. We
wrote our name in hieroglyphics. People had lots of
fun drawing their name. We were filling our sheets up
with facts and facts galore!!
We saw tombs and jewellery and lots of things. I really
liked the carnelian beads in the form of poppy heads.
Other children liked the bronze statue of the god
Osiris.
Sabeen, Year 5
(Sabeen in hieroglyphics)

Marston Green Health Route
The Marston Green Health Route was awesome! I think we should do it again. We did it with my
mum.
We did a fun questionnaire. It had lots of things on it. We did the walk because “Our Locality” is our
topic. Get out and about!
Ethan, Year 3

Mummification
On Tuesday 3rd October, the class of Year 5 mummified pears. We learnt about how pharaohs
were mummified in Ancient Egyptian times so that they could safely travel to the after-life, then we
had a go ourselves using pears. Here’s how:

Firstly scoop out 4 spoonfuls from the middle of the pear and put
them in a tissue. These are the lungs, liver, intestines and
stomach.
Next, you need to dry out the pear with another tissue.

Now you need to fill it with salt and put the pear into the salt pot.

Cover it up and flatten it so it
doesn’t fall off.

Finally, wrap the pear up in bandages and bury it for a week or two.
Ana and Alec, Year 5

Starting to Learn French
On 12th September my whole class started learning French because in the other classes we learnt
other languages so we wanted to learn something new.
We started learning French on the carpet and we learnt quite a few words. I loved to learn French it
is now one of my favourite languages ever. We will still carry on leaning French for the rest of the
year.
Some words I learnt: Bonjour – hello
Salut – hi
Comment t’appelles tu? – what is your name?
Je m’appelle… - my name is…
Au revoir – goodbye
Finja, Year 3

Turnip Soup!
On Friday 13th October, Year 3 made turnip soup and bread. We made it
because it was linked to the Giant Turnip story. We made the soup in
Mickey’s Room.
First for the turnip soup, we boiled some water. Then we put in a bit of
butter. After that we chopped up vegetables and we put them in the soup.
But after that we got to mix it. Finally we put it back to boil.
First of all for the bread we got to put the mixture in. When the mixture rose
up we got to squish it. Finally it was all cooked and we got to taste some. It
was really yummy!
America, Year 3

We used peelers to peel the potatoes and we helped each other
peel the onions then the grown ups peeled the turnips. After a
moment everyone’s eyes started to sting (because of the onions).
We cut the potatoes and the turnips.
Jillian, Year 3
Elisabeth adds: I loved the turnip soup it was great; the taste was
amazing and wonderful.

Reception make smoothies and bake bread
“I choosed 3 fruits then I chopped them with a sharp knife. The smoothie maker made a really loud
noise, it went whoosh whoosh. It was a beautiful colour, then I gobbled it up.” Lara

“I love bread. We can make bread. I have to roll.” Valentina

Potion Making
On Wednesday 13th September we made potions using
honey, golden syrup, washing up liquid (bright colour),
olive oil, ethanol, water, food colouring, and a pipette.
We did it for Roald Dahl Day; we were inspired by
‘George’s Marvellous Medicine’.
First we put in honey, then we put in some golden syrup,
next the washing up liquid then you put in some olive oil
then ethanol with a pipette, last but not least water and
food colouring. A rainbow jar, WOW!
Try this at home it is fun if you want to it is amazing.
The science bit. The density of the liquids meant that
they did not mix. We had to be really careful not to pour it
in too quickly or it would go all wrong.
Keir, Year 3

Bulb
Planting in
Year 3

Dreaming Spires
Year 2 had a great morning in South Park sketching the
Dreaming Spires. We were so pleased as we had lots
of parent volunteers to encourage the children. Please
see our pictures displayed outside our classroom.

Harvest
This year our Harvest Service was themed around our new school Values:

Love, Determination, Friendship, Honesty, Kindness, Respect and Responsibility.
Each class used one of the Values as inspiration for their contribution to the service. We thought we
would share Year 4’s poem on the Value of Friendship with you.
Start to grow a friendship,
Sow the seed today.
Share a smile across the room,
That grin could clear the way.
Water the seed of friendship,
Watch the first shoot show.
Say, “Hello!” start to chat,
Friendship starts to grow.
Playing games and sharing jokes,
Shines down like the sun.
Spending lots of time together,
Often having fun.
Sometimes when you’re feeling down,
Your friend will come around.
Reap that friendship, grab it in,
Pull it from the ground!
Friendship is a special bond,
A plant that lives and grows.
It makes a difference every day,
As everybody knows.
Christians think there is a friend,
Who is always in our heart.
In everything we say and do,
We’ll never feel apart.
God is there to guide us,
And help us plant that seed.
So take the time to share a smile
And friendship will be freed.

Thank you to everyone who contributed donations to
the Community Emergency Foodbank.
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Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness
It’s that lovely time of year when the leaves turn
fiery shades of orange, red and gold and my mother
recites the first line of Keats’ famous poem without
fail. A the evenings get longer, there’s nothing
better than to curl up with a good book and we
have quite a few new ones in the library to choose
from. I’m currently reading a spooky story called
The Silent Companion, which is full of suspense.
What are you reading?

Remember Wednesday afternoons!
The library is now open after school on Wednesdays, until 4pm. Why not call in you’re your family
or friends and show them around and share a book or two with them?

Philip Pullman’s new book
On Thursday 19 October, Oxford author Philip Pullman’s latest book La Belle Sauvage will be
released, 17 years after The Amber Spyglass was published. It’s an event that harks back to the
Harry Potter days, when people would queue for hours to buy the latest instalment at special
midnight bookshop openings. We hope to get the book soon, but why not pop into the library to
read some of his other works, particularly His Dark Materials trilogy?

Meet Sabeen – one of our library helpers
I am lucky enough to have a few library helpers in Years 5 and 6, who help me keep the library
looking tidy, and who help out with the younger children. This is a message from one of them,
Sabeen in Year 5:
“The School Library is popular with people who love reading, drawing and much more. It attracts
upper key stage 2 because once you are in year 5 and 6 you get a job and help out. I have a job and
work on Thursdays with the Y1s and Y2s. It’s for all years and every couple of months there is an
event/competition. People are always bursting to come in and and there is normally a crowd at the
door. I spoke to Grace in Y1 and she said, “I really like doggy books!” By Sabeen, Y5

Library lunchtimes
Monday:

Closed

Joke corner

Tuesday:

Years 3 and 4

What is the strongest creature in the
world?
The snail. It carries its whole house
on its back.

Wednesdays: Years 5 and 6
Thursdays:

Years 1 and 2

Fridays:

Closed

There will be a limit of 15 people in the Library
at any one time.

That’s all for now, folks! See you soon!

Follow us on Twitter @StMichaelsLibOx
https://stmichaelsschoollibrary.wordpress.com/

