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School News 
Spring Term – 2018 

 
This term’s School News is a bumper issue because it 

includes all our news from both Spring half terms.  We hope 

all the articles and pictures give you a flavour of the wide 

variety of activities the children have participated in: in 

class, on trips, with visitors and the big events of the term.   

We started 2018 by transforming the library into a Prayer 

Space and finished by celebrating Easter in the church.  The 

children have also enjoyed a week long Literary Festival, 

created art works, which we will be displaying in May, run a 

mile a day for Sports Relief and had a great deal of fun 

creating independent science investigations as part of the Big 

Science Event.  

This is the term that Year 6 visits France, but the other classes 

have been out and about too.  Key Stage One went to the 

theatre, Year 3 to the Living Rainforest, Years 5 and 6 both went 

to the John Radcliffe Hospital and some Year 6 children took a 

day trip to London. 

This term Miss Lydia Mitsopoulou officially joined St Michael’s as 

a teaching assistant in Year 1 and we were also happy to say 

hello to Cayman, Nate, Dougal and Mariyah.  As always we are 

sad to say farewell to members of our school family and we said goodbye to David, Melina and 

Shutaro, all of whom we wish very well as they and their families move to new schools, homes and 

countries. 

Rosalind Owen  

Penguins  
We went to watch Penguins at the Pegasus theatre. I loved it. It was 

related to Tango makes Three.  Grace 

I liked it when they were swimming.  Eddie 

It was so cute when the egg hatched.  Leo 

It was really good, my favourite was when the baby penguin was 

born.  Joshua 

I think it was really good and I’d love to go again.  Mrs Mundy 

I liked the Penguins play because it was funny.  Margot  

I thought it was amazing.  The bit where they kept waking up and I 

like the music the ties went in.  George 

I sort of liked the penguins. I would like it more if it had talking. Jessica 

I loved it so much, I really wanted to get off my seat.  Lara 

I wanted to join in and play it was amazing and the best show ever.  Amina  
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Visiting London – some different perspectives from Year 6 
On 7 February Year 6 met together at Oxford rail station at 9:15am.  

We caught a 9:31 train and reached Marylebone station.  Then we 

walked to the Baker Street Underground and went to Green Park.  

We saw the changing of the guard and everybody watched with 

great interest.  We saw the soldiers and they were playing trumpets.  

We decided to have some snacks and there were some pigeons and 

Shamsa was very scared of them and so she couldn’t have her 

snack.  We played a bit in St James’s Park and then set off to look at 

Big Ben and the Houses of Parliament.  It took us a while but 

unfortunately Big Ben was covered in scaffolding so we looked at the 

Houses of Parliament from Westminster Bridge and looked at the 

mammoth figure of the London Eye.  Then we went to Trafalgar 

Square and saw Nelson’s Column.  Then we had our lunch and 

visited the National Gallery.  After that we went back to Marylebone 

Station and back to Oxford. 

Kaushambi 

We got to Buckingham Palace and saw the soldiers and the police men 

and women, they had machine guns and snipers.  We saw statues and 

golden gates but we did not see the Queen.  After that we walked to St 

James’s Park and played on the swings and climbing frame. Shamsa was 

so scared of the pigeons and everyone was pranking Shamsa and 

Mahreen, it was so funny! Then we started walking to Westminster Bridge 

and saw the River Thames.  

Manny 

We went to London on 7 February, it was really fun.  We saw some 

astonishing buildings like Big Ben, the Houses of Parliament, Buckingham 

Palace and 10 Downing Street. I am going to explain everything in detail 

so sit back, get your popcorn and enjoy!  Firstly we went to go and catch 

our train at Oxford station and then on the train me, Shamsa and 

Kaushambi were playing cards.  After that we went on an underground 

train to go to the centre of London and we went to Buckingham Palace 

where it was the changing of the guard and it was really exciting to 

watch. After we went to St James’s Park and there were pigeons and they scared me and Shamsa, 

we were hiding.  Then we walked around the 

park and went to the Houses of Parliament, 

Big Ben, the London Eye and the River 

Thames.  It was fun, but scary with the 

water. 

Finally we went to Downing Street where the 

government was actually having a meeting!  

Then we went to the National Gallery and 

saw Nelson’s Column.  We saw lots of 

pictures with all different artists like Monet, 

Van Gough, Cezanne, Manet, Constable, 

Turner, Seurat and it was exciting.  I loved 

my trip to London.  

Mahreen 
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We were at the train station and the teacher printed off the tickets.  When we sat on the train I was 

excited.  It was my first time on a train.  When we set off it was amazing. When we got to 

Marylebone Station we walked to the tube, which is the underground train.  It went really fast and 

we had to stand because there were other people sitting down so there were no seats. 

After the changing of the guard we went to St James’s 

Park and played, to view the sun was nice.  We played 

on the swings, the seesaw and the cradle.  We then 

went to have our snack and there were pigeons 

everywhere, I was terrified of them.  The teacher said 

to me, “I have never seen anyone in my life who is 

scared of pigeons.” 

After the River Thames we went to have our lunch.  

NO PIGEONS.  We then went to the National Gallery 

and saw some pictures done by famous artists.  We 

then went to the shop and bought something.  On the 

tube back we had a seat. 

The bit I loved most was the park because it was the most fun.  

Shamsa 

We arrived at Marylebone and went on the Underground – 

it was so fast!  It was moderately noisy.  Buckingham 

Palace was big.  There was lots of gold.  The gates had 

gold on them. There was a pure gold statue.  We watched 

the changing of the guard, there were more guns than Call 

of Duty.  There were snipers on the roof.  They were like 

hawks, their eyes were fixed on you if you moved. 

Then we went to a moderately big park.  There was a tiled 

area and each tile sank down when you stepped on it and 

there was a different bell under each one.  It was a calming 

sound. 

We got to take a look at 10 Downing Street.  It was big, 

intimidating and heavily guarded. There was a tour 

company nearby taking people from all around the world to 

see the different sights of London. 

Later it upset me to see Big Ben covered in scaffolding.  It’s a household name; Big Ben is our 

monument.  It’s like the Eiffel Tower is to Paris.  It reminded me of when we had a really buggy sat 

nav. We programmed it specifically to avoid Paris.  However, it took us straight through Paris.  My 

mum said some bad words when she saw the Eiffel Tower! 

Solly 

Swimming 
We go swimming every Tuesday.  We have different groups, people who are OK in the shallow 

water, people who are really good swimmers go in the deep end with Joan.  I’m in the group in the 

shallow water with Paula.  We practise back stroke, front crawl and breast stroke skills.  Sometimes 

we get things that sink in the water, we jump in and go under water and collect them.  Sometimes 

we go in the 1.5 metre pool, it’s a bit deeper than the shallow end (1 metre) and we jump in really 

far we turn and swim back and our feet don’t touch the floor.  I don’t like it when you try to do a 

flip under water and all the water goes in your nose.  I like that we’re allowed to play piggy in the 

middle on the last day.  I like that you can lie down on mats and it feels like you’re surfing. 

Omar, Year 4 
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Year 1 go back in time 

 
Year 1 went back in time to 1666 

and re-enacted the Great Fire of 

London, but first they made 17th 

century bread. 

 

We made bread and we got to 

eat it.  Isaiah  

We made bread. I liked it a lot. 

We used flour and yeast. Joshua 

 

First we built the houses. Next we walked to the field. After that the people from Italian came up 

too and Mrs Mundy talked to us about fire safety. Finally she put the fire on and then poured water 

at the end.  Andi 

I was a bit scared but it was cool.  Charlotte  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                         

   Before                                                               After 

IMPS at the JR 

On the 28 March Year 6 students went to the JR.  It was a great, memorable day because we got 

to learn different things like:  wearing a helmet and how to save people’s lives.  Although we had to 

walk in the rain we tried to keep ourselves occupied for as long as we needed.  Everyone there was 

very nice.  We got a little introduction, then after that we had to wear 

antibacterial gel to keep the germs away.  We got casts for our fingers and we 

got to prank our families.  We had a great experience and everyone there 

enjoyed it. 

Mahreen, Year 6 

(IMPS stands for:  Injury Minimization Programme for Schools) 
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The Explorer Dome 
A giant inflatable dome was set up in the 

middle of the hall, we had to take our 

shoes off before entering through a narrow 

tunnel into the centre.  Another tunnel 

circulated the air to make sure the air was 

breathable.  It was explained what we had 

to do in case of fire.  At the start we were 

taught about the rainforest and the food 

chain and how humans are destroying 

rainforests which throws the food chain out 

of balance.  After we were taught about 

the desert and how life has adapted to the 

environment, we looked at some animals 

and learnt their habits, like being nocturnal 

to avoid the heat.  Later we were taught 

about the cold deserts, eg Antarctica.  We 

learnt about evolution to adapt to the 

environment by natural selection like how animals with fur or blubber survive better than animals 

who don’t have it.  We were also shown the Northern Lights.  We learned that the Arctic and 

Antarctic are being destroyed by global warming caused by greenhouse gasses like carbon dioxide.  

After we exited the dome we asked questions and overall, in my opinion, it was really fun. 

Rohan, Year 6 

In the explorer dome 

Talal volunteered to be 

an evolving animal. He 

started off as an animal 

ready for sunny climes 

but as he got used to 

his surroundings he 

adapted and was then 

able to survive in the 

harsh weather of the 

Arctic. 

 
I felt the rain fall on my head.  Kodie  

The explorer dome was good. The best bit about it was when it rained because I got wet.  Margot  

The explorer dome was fun and I loved it.  Anouk  

There were two tunnels.  Alex 

I liked seeing the stars and the Earth.  Kiaa 

 

The explorer dome is a huge inflatable dome.  Inside two people show slides from projectors and a 

clever light.  The people talked about nature and global warming.  It was a huge space and they 

had lots of special effects like dry ice and water squirters.  They use dry ice for the north pole and 

water squirters for the rainforest.  I had a great time. 

Alec, Year 5 
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Year 6 travel to France  
Seventeen Year 6 children took part in the annual trip to the Foulée Blanche 

skiing competition.  This year was special because it was the 40th anniversary of 

the competition.  Miss Helkin sent daily reports of what the children were doing 

and here are some excerpts from her diary: 

 
4 February  

Today is a big and important day in Autrans, since there is the big skiing race 

event “La Foulée Blanche.” We watched the start of the 

45km race for women and then men.   We had a ride on 

the luge, a toboggan on a track, which the children rode 

in pairs with each other or an adult. 

In the afternoon we had our skis fitted and had some 

skiing lessons. There’s so much beautiful snow now, so 

we were 

able to use 

the local 

area 

around our 

hostel to enjoy just trying out the new skill. As with 

every year, some children are daunted by the new 

task and others are confident from the start. 

Everybody made progress though, and we can all get 

up after falling down - a very important skiing skill! 

We met a reindeer on our travels and named him 

Sean. 

 

5 February 

We’ve had an absolutely lovely day today! 

We started by meeting our penpals from the school in 

Meaudre, who were very kind to all the children, and excited 

to see us. We had a skiing lesson with them near to our 

accommodation. We split into three groups, led by some of 

the parents, one of whom is usually a trainer for the French 

National cross-country team!  

We all had 

lunch 

together 

and then the French children went back to school 

whilst we skied some more in the beautiful area of 

Geve. We are so pleased with the progress that all 

the children are making. One of the parents said 

that, after just two skiing lessons, they were 

“amazing.”  

We have had some fun times during room 

inspections for the last two nights, including songs, 

light shows and poems! 

 

6 February 
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Today, every single child completed La Foulée Blanche 3km children’s race - we were so very proud 

of them! They have only been skiing for two and a half days. The skiing teacher said they were 

‘fantastique!’ All the penpals took part too and they did a brilliant job of socialising afterwards in  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the snow. We had a picnic (indoors!) with them and then either went on another gentle ski tour or 

had some playtime in the snow.  We also visited the local cemetery and saw the graves of local 

people alongside some British WW2 soldiers. The children were very interested in this. 

 

7 February 

Today, we visited Grenoble and went ice-skating (we 

had the whole rink to ourselves!) and some of the 

children taught me some skating tricks! A few children 

have never been ice-skating before and our more 

experienced skaters were so kind to the beginners. We 

met the ice-hockey trainer for the Grenoble team, and 

watched the junior (under 22) ice hockey team training. 

 

We then took 

a public tram 

and went to 

Chateau de Sassenage for a tour of the manor house and 

the children behaved absolutely fantastically. Ann and I 

have done this trip for three years together now and we 

have not seen such interest and attentive listening at the 

house before. Their questions and answers made the 

tour guide’s day.  
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8 February 

Today we enjoyed our final day of skiing on a very foggy mountain! Some of us did a little tour and 

the others stayed locally: going up and down a hill, we also revisited 

our friend Sean the reindeer! 

 

In the afternoon, we went on 

a chairlift up and down the 

Moliere. It was beautiful like a 

little slice of heaven, 

untouched snow, trees and 

silence. The children loved the 

snowy trees. They were 

allowed to have a snowball 

fight in 1.5m deep snow and 

I even let them get me with 

snowballs! The chairlift was 

great fun and they were awed by the views from high up. Being very cold there, the rule was four 

layers on the top and three layers on the bottom; we felt a bit like abominable snowmen. 

 

9 February 

Today we visited our penpals’ school in Meaudre and to have lunch with them. Thank you for the 

lovely gifts you have provided for their families. 

Quote of the day: “I miss my penpal already,” as we drove off waving to our friends.  

 

Look forward to seeing you tomorrow at Gloucester Green. 
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Sports News 
On February 2 there was a boys Year 5 and 6 football tournament at 
the Oxford High School pitch.  We sat down and the people who ran 
the tournament told us the rules and then we started training and got 
ready to start playing games.  The teams in the tournament were:  
Windmill School, Ducklington School, Chilton School, Hanborough 
Manor School, East Oxford School and St Michael’s School. 
The top three schools in the tournament were Chilton school with 8 
points, St Michael’s with 11 points and Windmill with 13 points.  
Windmill won the tournament. 
When we played our games we all took turns in positions and 
everyone got to play, which was good. 
Alfie and Jakob, Year 6  

On 2 February we played a football tournament and came third.  We 
enjoyed it a lot and some people scored. The most goals were scored by 
Abby and Erica but most people got a chance to score. The hard team to 
beat was Windmill School. 
The players were:  Abby, Arfah, Hiba, Erica, Joy and Nicole.  Sadly we 
lost against Windmill School but the best part was that we tried our 
hardest.  We really enjoyed it and had lots of fun, we all knew that by 
losing we won’t be upset because we had the joy of having fun and the 
joy of trying.  
We all got goody bags with medals and letters.  We were all very tired. 
Nicole and Arfah, Year 5 

On 8 March Year 5 and 6 took part in a Hockey Festival at Brookes.  Being at the Brookes ground 
was beneficial because the astro-turf grounds were huge and gave us lots of freedom.  Our 
coaches, Becks and Lorna, were really kind and nurturing.  Because it was a tournament everyone 
really wanted to win but we showed teamwork and determination. 

It was really fun when we played the Year 6 teams.  Even though we lost they were kind, especially 
Jude.  Though we came last, I loved the tournament. 
Sabeen and Ahmad, Year 5 

Young Art, Oxford 
This year’s theme was journeys and all the children produced some 

fine art work.  Here one of our artists describes why he chose to 

create a picture of the Golden Gate Bridge: 

I did the Golden Gate Bridge for my art because my mum gave me 

an idea.  I went on it.  It’s true.  It was cold and windy.  My brother 

forgot to bring his jumper and coat and got very cold.  We have 

photos of him trying to keep his arms in his short sleeves to keep 

warm.  The same day we had cake in a café and it was a yummy 

day.  My picture reminds me of a good day with my family. 

Hayden, Year 2 
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Growing Potatoes 
We entered a competition about growing potatoes and are working as hard as we can.  We chitted 

the potatoes on this date:  Tuesday 20 February.  We took great care of them.  We had to look for 

the different types of potatoes in the supermarket such as fresh, tinned, frozen and chilled.  We 

also looked for the different names of the varieties of potatoes. 

Boys’ Names    Girls’ Names 

Vivaldi     Lady Crystal 

O’Henry    Colleen 

Red Duke of York   Carolina Ruby 

Rudolph    Juliette 

Arran Pilot    Constance 

Picasso     Charlotte 

We saw the shoots have come up.  We have to get some more soil as the shoots come through.  

Look at our board outside Year 2, we are still working! 

Gardening Club 

Visiting the Brain Scanner 
When we arrived the first thing we did was to go into a small 

room where two ladies told us about how the brain works.  Then 

we went into a scanner room and saw somebody being scanned, 

her name was Nicole.  While she was being scanned we watched 

what was going on in her brain.  She came out and we asked her 

questions about how it felt in the scanner.  Then a man went into 

the scanner and he had a jar with a coin in it and the magnetic 

force of the scanner pulled it in.  I thought it was all very 

interesting. 

Jonia, Year 5 

First we saw the scanner and they explained how it worked.  

Someone went into the MRI scanner and they had to do 

something, then on a computer, different parts of the brain 

lit up depending on what the person in the scanner did.  

Nat, Year 5 

We split up into two groups to learn different things at 

different times.  In the first group we learnt about the 

neurons and nerves, sending links on what they do to the 

brain.  We acted out being the five senses which I think was 

the bonus point for some people (as it included acting).  For 

me, it was my favourite bit of the experience.   

Our second lesson was a talk from some experts who 

worked with the MRI scanner.  The most interesting fact in 

my opinion was finding there are only seven of these 

scanners in the UK.  Another interesting fact was the room 

which holds the scanner is strongly magnetic, so if you were 

to wear a metal bracelet it would zoom off your hand and 

glue to the ceiling.  I loved this trip and I would love to do something like this again. 

Sabeen, Year 5 
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Bug Hotels  
For homework Year 4 had to prepare a design for their bug 

hotel.  We were told to bring materials for our bug hotels.   

Today, 28 March, nine people (Arthur, Ethan, Anabel, Mia, 

Morty, Louis, Lucy, Manal and Ruby) went up onto the squishy 

and muddy-puddle filled school field to make their bug hotels.  

We did wear boots!  

We split into three 

groups.  The materials 

were:  volcanic rock, 

twigs, wood shavings, bamboo, bricks, stone, hay and toilet 

rolls.  We put down a base and then put soft materials and 

put shells on the top.  Another group put one layer with an 

entrance and hay in the one layer and volcanic rock in the 

entrance.  After Easter, we are going to see which insects 

have been attracted.  We hope that lots and lots of bugs 

and insects will come, like woodlice etc. 

Arthur P and Mia, Year 4 

 

The Big Science Event 
Mrs Buchanan put us into 

groups of four and told us 

what experiment we could 

choose.  Some groups 

couldn’t do their experiments 

because it had to be 

redesigned.  Some groups 

finished quicker than others.  

When you had done your 

experiment, you went on to 

your poster.  On your poster 

you had to write what we 

did, how we did it, what we used and our results.  We put pictures 

and decorated it as well.  The staff chose the best poster from each 

class to have their poster in the competition and have a chance to 

get into the final. It was very exciting. 

Aidan, Year 3 

Our experiment was which material slows a ball down the 

quickest.  First we tried it with plastic cups but unfortunately it 

didn’t work because there were too many gaps and the ball 

kept stopping.  A few days later, Mrs Buchanan got a tube for 

us and we were able to do our experiment.  We gave each 

ball 3 rolls to make it fair.  When we started our poster we did 

our results first, then we did our prediction and stuck the 

materials we used in a folded sheet of paper.  Ours was 

chosen, we just need the judges to decide! 

Naomi, Year 3 
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St Michael’s Literary Festival 2018 
For a whole week, St Michael’s celebrated the 

Literary Festival 2018.  On Monday the children 

went to different classes to do different activities – 

KS1 children made marmalade sandwiches with 

Mrs Buchanan.  On Tuesday we went into the Hall 

to see Mrs Pope’s (the Librarian) friend Angela 

show her new book and help us draw gargoyles 

and grotesques.  On Wednesday, an author called 

Jill also showed her book to the school, but KS1 

and KS2 went to see her at different times and Jill 

showed the different key stages different books.  On Thursday, St Michael’s dressed up as their 

favourite book character.  There were Harry Potter characters, Alex 

Rider, Dork Diaries, Diary of the Wimpy 

Kid, the Worst Witch, TinTin and many 

more….  On Friday, the children didn’t 

come to school because the snow was 

heavy.  The children had a lovely time 

during the Literary Festival week and are 

looking forward to next year. 

Lucy, Morty and Louis, Year 4  

 

 

 

 

Go to the land of Grotesques 

Roam the empty halls 

O, see the scary creatures there  

Though all of them are watching 

Each one seeing what you do 

See what you can do to stop them catching you  

Quietly you’ll go, though they’re still watching 

Urgent and brave, though you’re very scared 

Every day they’ll notice you. 

Elizabeth, Year 3 
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Prayer Space  
At the start of the term the whole school (Reception to Year 6) went to a special Christian place set 

up in the Library.  There were different activities including a sand tub where we could draw or write 

sins in a wipe them away like Jesus wiping away sin.  There was some play dough and we could 

make something we like to say thank you for – all the wonderful things.  There was a map so we 

could put names of people who we were worried about and put post-it notes where they live.  Next 

was a bubble activity for if you want to say sorry for something.  You drew a picture on a post-it 

and stuck it on the bubble tube. 

We thought the prayer space was very relaxing and helped our brains to relax. 

Ruby, Annie and Ethan, Year 4  

 

 

Cycle Training 
Cycle training is what everybody will do when they get to Year 6.  It’s really fun and a great way to  

learn how to be safe on the road.  It’s really important that children know how to ride on the roads 

for there have been many accidents this past year.  We hope your child improves and can use this 

information on the road now or later in life. 

The person who usually runs the cycle training at St Michaels is a man called Mervin; he’s a great 

teacher and he explains how important it is to be safe on the road.  Although he is a qualified cycle 

trainer he can’t do it on his own which is why he asked parents to help.  Last year was really 

successful because lots of parents volunteered.  We want everyone to have the same chance as last 

year’s children, for we think cycle training is important. 

Cycle training also includes a test which is at the end of the term to see if you are safe enough to 

cycle on the road.  If you do not reach the expected standard it doesn’t mean you can’t ride your 

bike it just means you have more things before passing the proficiency test to make yourself extra 

safe.  There will be a written test and a road test which is where an examiner will come to assess 

you.  When you succeed in both tests you will be presented with a badge and a certificate in 

assembly; don’t worry if you don’t get a badge for you will get another go at the test. 

The sessions are usually on Friday 1:30-3:00pm.  There will be 7 sessions in total starting from the 

beginning of the term; which will give everyone a chance to take in and revise what they have 

learnt.  The first session will be in the playground which is where Mervin will check your bike to see 

if it is safe to ride on the road.  If you ever meet Mervin give him great thanks for he is the reason 

we can have cycle training. 

Lydia, Year 6 
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Our Visit to the Botanical Garden 
On Wednesday 17 January Year 3 went to the Botanical Garden to find out more about rainforests 

because it is linked to our topic. 

First, we went to the Lily House to draw the tropical plants.  I saw lots of guppies, goldfish and 

catfish in the pond.  Next, we went to see lots of different flytraps.  Finally, we went to the big 

green house where we saw a 2 year old banana tree which almost reached the top of the glass 

ceiling. 

Thomas, Year 3 

First we went to the Lily House and I did an activity.  The activity was a piece of paper that was 

folded into little bits.  We drew lots of the layers of the rainforest and made trunks growing and 

growing.  When we finished the drawing we went to another activity.  The next thing was to find 

things, Emma gave us some items and we had to find which plants the items came from. 

Next, we went to a room called the Insectivorous House.  The room had lots of plants like Venus fly 

traps and I saw pitcher plants and water leaking out of them. 

Finally, we went back to the start and Emma showed us a Brazil nut with Brazil nut beans.  She also 

showed us a picture of an agouti.  They look like squirrels and are the only animal that can get into 

a Brazil nut.  I also learned that the Madagascar periwinkle is important because it’s a medicine for 

children with cancer.  

Riham, Year 3 

                          Tropical fruit by Year 3 

The Living Rainforest  
On 20 March year 3 went to the Living Rainforest.  I saw a sloth hanging on a 

tree, it was quite hard to find it and I could only see its fur.  Emily took us on a 

tour round the Living Rainforest.  My favourite animal was the water dragon, it 

was quite hard to spot because it was camouflaged amongst the emerald green 

leaves and the ruby red flowers.  The most cool creature was the giant fish 

which was underneath the water dragon in the water and it was a giant fish 

with the same kind of teeth as us.  After we did all of that we went to the gift shop and I took ages 

to get my favourite thing. 

Sophia, Year 3 

On Tuesday 20 March Year 3 visited the Living Rainforest there were real animals and amazing 

plants.  As they explored the rainforest they learnt about many new things.  Their knowledge grew 

although some of the questions about how plants and animals adapt to their habitat were too tricky 

and some too easy.  The adventure began when Year 3 started to explore the humid glass house 

and soon carried on with a place crowded with free roaming animals.  At first Year 3 wondered if 

they would get out alive but it appeared to be that the only free roaming animals were the ones 

that were harmless, that was a relief to Year 3. 

After the excited explorers had finished their tour they had their lunch and went to play outside, 

then they started to pack up and travel home. 

David, Year 3 



Love    Determination    Responsibility    Respect    Kindness    Friendship    Honesty 

 

 

Anglo-Saxon Day 
On Tuesday 22 January we had an Anglo-Saxon day because our topic is the Anglo-Saxons.  It was 

really fun and we also learnt a LOT and so did the teachers.  The man who organised the day was 

really nice and friendly.  He taught us how to use Anglo-Saxon weapons and what they are used 

for.  We also acted out the story of Beowulf (that was my favourite bit).  The story that we acted 

out took a long time but it was worth it.  We also learned hot to light a fire from natural materials.  

That day was the best school day ever! 

Rhys, Year 5 
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Shackleton 
Year 2 have been focusing on Shackleton’s Antarctic expedition.  Here are some of the facts that 

they found most fascinating: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The men did silly plays to 

entertain themselves while 

stuck on the ice.  Isabella 

They made dog 

loos.  Dougal 

He and his men went 

home in the end.  

Lucy 

His ship was called 

the Endurance.  

Elisha 

When they were in 

Antarctica they ate seal, 

seaweed, hot chocolate and 

tea with sugar.  Sabrina 

When they were stuck on 

the ice they had races on 

the sledges and the dogs 

were pulling the sledges.  

Alessia 

The Endurance was named 

after Shackleton’s family 

motto, by endurance we 

conquer.  Joseph 

His grave is in 

South Georgia.  

Elise 

In one of the plays a man 

dressed up as an old lady.  

Ella 

Shackleton meant to choose 

26 men but a stowaway 

called Percy snuck on.  

Gwen 

They had more than 70 

dogs on board.  Elara 

 

All the crew came back 

home safely after 2 years in 

Antarctica.  Genevieve 
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Our Amazing Apple Tree Man Poem   
The friendly farmer,   
Had two sons,   
Jack the generous and gentle,   
John the cheeky and charming.   
The father told tales, around a red raging fire,   
Of a talking cow and donkey,   
Telling where his titanic treasure,   
Shiny shillings and golden goblets,   
Lay.   
Sadly, the fickle farmer died,   
And left all his loot to his younger son,   
The charming and the cheeky one!   
Jack had a little land,   
With a crooked, crumbling cottage,   
And an ancient apple tree.   
Each Christmas Eve,   
Jack politely poured sipping cider onto rambling 
roots.   
Every fast moving month,   
Jack gave a shiny shilling,   
To his bothersome brother.   
The apple tree transformed from a   
Titanic tree   
To   
A magnificent man.   
He had rosy red cheeks,   
And lovely long, green grassy hair,   
"Dig down   
Under my roots   
To find   
Your father's terrific treasure!"   
Announced the Apple Tree Man.   
The donkey and the cow on Christmas Eve,   
Were talking, teasing and testing,   
Jealous John!   
Who was lurking and listening,   
Hearing and hoping.   
Jealous John,   
So surprised,   
When   
Generous Jack   
Paid his ridiculous rent.   
Jack was filled with joy,   
When   
He bought back,   
His fabulous farm,   
With the terrific treasure!   
By Year 4  
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Library news 
This has been a very busy half of term in the Library, 

especially with our World Book Week (literary festival!). We 

were so pleased with the way the week went, apart from the 

snow, which meant that Duncan Beedie couldn't travel to 

Oxford to spend World Book Day itself with us. He has 

promised to reschedule for after Easter though, so all is not 

lost! 

 
I would like to thank all of you for helping the week run so 
successfully. We raised over £90 for Book Trust in our 
afterschool cake sale and the children went home happy and 
less hungry! The book swap was also a massive success - 
ensuring that each child in the school went home with a 
book that they had chosen for themselves. In fact, you were 
all so generous that we were able to offer children the 
opportunity to choose a second book this week, which went down very well. 
 
After the Easter break, I will be returning the 'popular' books to the shelves after my experiment to 
try to encourage (some) children to read beyond the diary series, Disney picture books and animal 
stories (for example). Don't get me wrong - reading anything is excellent but since we have such 
enthusiastic readers in school it's good to try to get them to experience new books to broaden their 
choices. I am trying to gauge how successful this has been by talking to the pupils during their 
library times and I am pleased to say report back that we have had some positive responses. One 
girl, who previously disliked reading anything except picture or animal books, has found a new 
favourite in Pippi Longstocking. Another girl, with similar tastes, loves The Bookshop Girl and wants 
me to order other books by the same author to work through! A boy who limited himself to the 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid series and some Alex Rider, read through Frank Cottrell Boyce's novels, which 
I was delighted to hear as he's a hilarious writer who is often overshadowed by other authors 
writing in his age range. 
 
I have also been sorting through the Library stock and (dare I admit it?) 
removing books that are now old, or of which we have multiple copies. 
I packed up nearly ten boxes of non-fiction and fiction books and they 
are finding a new home at a local Oxford primary school that has space 
for a library but no funds to buy books. I did this as part of author Maz 
Evans's Book Buddy Scheme: http://www.bookbuddy.org.uk/ which 
seeks to pair up schools, like ours, that have a wealth of books with 
those that do not. (Maz Evans writes the Who Let the Gods Out series, 
which we are getting in the Library soon.) We have made contact with a few schools whom we 
might be able to help in the future so it's been a worthwhile venture. Everyone is a winner - we 
now have more space to display our lovely books (previously they were crammed in and looking 
rather unappealing) and the other school is thrilled to have books to offer their pupils. 
 
Remember: to keep up to date with all the news and reviews from the Library, please visit our 
site: www.childtasticbooks.com! 
 
Mrs Pope 

http://www.bookbuddy.org.uk/
http://www.childtasticbooks.com/
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International Evening 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


