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School News
Autumn Term - 2018
Dear Parents,
Welcome to the Autumn Term’s edition of School
News, which includes the children’s reports of
many of the exciting activities they have
participated in over the past term. As well as a
very successful Environment Week in November,
with visits from a junk orchestra and exotic
animals, we have welcomed two inspirational
sportsmen to St Michael’s: James Dasaolu and Ade
Adepitan. Many of the classes have been out and
about around Oxford and Year 5 have transformed
themselves into Egyptians and Year 6 into Tudors
and Victorians. Year 3 have recipes to share and
there are reports from our football and hockey
teams.
The library continues to flourish under Mrs Pope’s stewardship and her end of term newsletter is
included in School News. Also included is her recent article for Teachwire on the importance of
libraries in schools. This term we have welcomed three new Governors to the Governing Body:
Tara Lynch, Lydia Robinson and Judith Davies. I look forward to introducing each to you soon,
meanwhile, you can read a profile of Simon Jones, who joined us as a Governor in May.
I hope you enjoyed all the Christmas festivities, we have pictures of some our celebrations for you
here. On behalf of all the staff and governors of St Michael’s I wish you every joy for the New Year.
Best wishes,
Rosalind Owen

Junk Orchestra
When the Junk Orchestra came to visit St Michael’s, he
showed his junk instruments and made the teachers
play them all. After break, each of the classes had a go
at playing one of the instruments and we also got to
choose which instrument we could go onto next. The
instruments were: a scraper, flip flop xylophone, guitar,
drums, shakers and the bike wheels. We all had a go
on every single instrument and we made a tune
together as a class. Elisha, Year 3
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Mr Junk Man makes
instruments out of
different bits and
bobs. When we went
into the hall to had a
go it was really fun!
He even let us pose
for pretend fans.
These were the
things he used:
tomato tin guitars
and bicycle wheels
with a stick and oil
cans for drums with a tennis ball on a stick as a drum stick and long sticks with pins stuck in and
bottle tops in the pins so they are like shakers. Hayden, Year 3

Harvest Celebration
For the harvest celebration Year 5 researched about how different European countries celebrate the
harvest. I researched Germany, Sweden and the Netherlands. I found it very interesting how three
countries celebrate harvest the same. There was a feast called Martinmas in honour of a Hungarian
saint. Also Germany holds a celebration from when shepherds returned from the mountains. I also
found it quite interesting that lots of countries celebrate the wine harvest but Bulgaria harvests
roses. Ethan, Year 5

Ancient Greece at the Ashmolean
On Thursday 18th October, Year 4 went to the Ashmolean to learn about Ancient Greek artefacts.
Keir’s favourite part of the trip was holding the artefacts because he had never touched or held
anything like that before. Elisabeth’s favourite part was holding an ancient wooden chair leg which
was so old it felt like wax and no-one could guess what it was; someone thought it was a cup! We
would recommend the Ashmolean to anyone who would like to know what it was like in ancient
times. Keir and Elisabeth, Year 4
Year 4 went to the Ashmolean
museum and looked at Greek vases,
statues of Greek gods and other
statues. Some of the statues were of
famous people; we saw a famous
statue of Zeus or Poseidon, we voted
and decided it was Zeus throwing a
fire bolt. David, Luke and Aidan
found a picture of the statue in one
of our Greek books back at school!
The museum guide, Clara, and lots of
trainee teachers took us around
different rooms and we saw a statue
of a discus thrower and Nike. We did
a treasure hunt where we had to find
certain objects; it was an exciting
day and we learned that Nike (the
trainers) comes from Nike (goddess of victory)! Seb and Jamal, Year 4
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Meet Simon Jones
Simon Jones was co-opted as a Governor of St
Michael’s School in May 2018. He has lived in the school
catchment for 4 years, having moved from Cholsey in
South Oxfordshire where he was a Governor at the local
Primary School for 12 years, including 4 years as Chair.
Simon is married to Philippa and they have two grownup children who have been all the way through the
education system and are currently working in London
and in Oxford. Simon completed a 6-year term of office
as Director of the United Nations International
Computing Centre in Geneva in November 2017, at the
end of a long career in Information Technology. He is a
Fellow of the British Computer Society and an
Independent Governor at Oxford Brookes University, and is keen to use his experience in IT and in
general management to help relevant organisations including St Michael’s.

Black History Day
On 15th October, our school had a day filled with activities to do with Black History Month. My
favourite activity was in the staff room because we had to search on the iPads about plantations. I
searched for facts about cotton. Here is one: The first evidence of cotton use was found in
Pakistan and India. Abdullah, Year 5
We did lots of activities, games, art and research. My favourite one was in the Year 4 classroom,
we did paintings of a snake called the Rainbow Serpent. We did paintings like the aboriginal people
in Australia did, we used cotton buds to make big dots. It was really fun and I enjoyed it a lot.
Tasneem, Year 5
On October 15th we had a Black Friday event at our school. We do this to remember the black
people who were tortured and treated unfairly. We split into groups for the activities.
One of the activities we did was when people had to sit at the back of a (fake) bus where it was
smelly and wet like where black people were seated.
Another activity we did was to paint snakes. My colours were: white, orange, blue, yellow and
green. This was my favourite activity. We also looked at famous black people like Nelson Mandela
etc. This was one of the best days at school for me. Lanre, Year 6

Christchurch
On 29 November, Year 6 went to Christchurch to learn about the history of Oxford (Oxenford) and
Saint Frideswide.
When we arrived, we were split into 4 groups and each given a local adult to show us around and
tell us the history of the cathedral. We learnt about Cardinal Thomas Wolsey, a man who worked
for the church during the reign of Henry VIII, what some of the stained/painted glass meant and
what life was like for some of the monks who lived there.
Every child got the chance to dress up as: a worker – the clever people who built the building; a
monk – who the church was built for; a nobleman/woman – who funded the building. Then we
made ‘stained glass’ angels by gluing coloured cellophane onto an angel cut out.
We saw the intricate ceilings and beautiful stained glass windows, learnt about the history and had
an all-round amazing day! We’re even having one of the church guides come and do some acting
with us. Ava, Year 6
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The Sun Dome
On 9th October Year 5 and 6 had a workshop
about the sun.
First, we played some games, in the first one we
were atoms bonding together, in the second one
we were hydrogen and had to dodge people.
Then we went inside the dome and watched a
short video about our solar system. After that we
went back outside and played another game.
Finally we watched another video about the sun.
Abby, Year 6
It was amazing, you could see the sun, the stars,
even the moon and also Mars, Uranus, Pluto and
other planets. Mayson, Year 6
When the Sun Dome came to visit, Year 5 learnt
about fusion, how when atoms collide they
explode and the how the explosions power the
sun, how we can make miniscule stars and that
we are building a massive star to generate electricity. Year 5 even came across a fusion game.
Ben, Year 5

Cooking with Year 3
Soup Making
We were making pumpkin soup and carrot soup. First we
cut some vegetables including: carrots, potatoes and
pumpkins. Next we had to add the spices including:
ground cumin and ground coriander. Next we had to boil it
for 1 hour and 30 minutes. Then we all tested it, some
people liked it and some did not. I really enjoyed it.
Michael, Year 3
How to make Gingerbread People
You will need: flour, soft brown sugar, bicarbonate of soda,
ginger, cinnamon, 1 egg, butter and golden syrup.
First weigh the flour to 350 grams.
Next put in 1 teaspoon of ginger, 1 teaspoon of cinnamon and 350
grams of brown sugar.
Then add all the wet ingredients like 120g butter, 4 tablespoons of
golden syrup, 1 egg and 1 teaspoon of bicarbonate of soda.
After mix the ingredients together.
Then put the mixture in the fridge for 15 minutes.
Next roll out the dough and cut it into a person.
You can bake your gingerbread people in a 180°C oven for 12-15
minutes.
Finally for the best bit of all – decorate it!
Annabel, Year 3
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Ancient Egyptian Day
In Year 5 we had a whole day where we
dressed up as Ancient Egyptians. Also first we
did some ancient Egyptian maths. My favourite
was a carving of a soap bar to make amulets, it
was messy! Then we mummified tomatoes. We
also made Ancient Egyptian bread, we used:
brown flour, oil, water, salt and a tiny amount
of yeast. Meanwhile we were busy eating fruits
and plums and our bread. Zaid, Year 5
The whole of Year 5 had an Ancient Egyptian
Day and most of us dressed up as Egyptians.
In the morning we travelled back in time, we
had numbers in English and we wrote them in
hieroglyphics which was really cool. Also 10 people at a time got to make bread, the process was
really messy and I enjoyed it. In the afternoon we mummified a tomato, which I think was the best
activity. Hasnain, Year 5
On Friday 7th December Year 5 had an Ancient Egyptian day full of exciting activities. First we
went to Mickey’s room and made Ancient Egyptian bread, the process was really messy, Next we
did Ancient Egyptian problem solving, people got muddled up because the Egyptians didn’t have
place value! Then we made a cartouche on papyrus paper. After that we carved amulets in soap.
The Egyptians had amulets for good luck and protection. At the end of the day we had a feast with
figs, dates and raisins. Louis, Year 5
On Friday 7th December we had Ancient Egyptian Day, we did lots of fun activities
and my personal favourites were soap carving and the Ancient Egyptian maths.
We had a big banquet and ate grapes, dates, figs, plums and melons. I
particularly loved the grapes, dates and melon. In maths we did writing in
hieroglyphics. Hieroglyphics are all symbols some mean sounds and some even
words. Izzah, Year 5
On Ancient Egyptian day Year 5 all came
dressed as Egyptians and we went back in
time to be super ancient mathematicians.
We also made Egyptian bread. In the
afternoon we mummified a tomato as if
they were humans. We had an Egyptian
feast. Finally we did our amulets on a bar
of soap and that’s the end! Anis, Year 5
In the Ancient Egyptian day we make soap
for Ancient picture after that we eat some
food and some fruit and everyone need to
make mummify tomato put the tomato in
the salt and finished. Stephen, year 5

Love Determination Responsibility Respect Kindness Friendship Honesty
James Dasaolu

On 8th November James Dasaolu came in for a visit. It was really inspiring hearing him talk about
his life. Facts about James: he is the second fastest 100m runner in Britain ever, he has won in the
4x100m relay and 100m, he won 4 medals – 3 gold and 1 silver and he has been to the Olympics.
After his talk he got everyone to do some exercises, classes went in one at a time. There were lots
of heart pumping tasks such as jumping jacks, spotty dogs push ups and leg drives. We all rotated
what exercises we were doing in groups, then did the exercise for a minute. He told us that it is
really important to stay healthy.
It was a really fun visit and I really enjoyed it. Alec, Year 6

Sports News
On 3rd November, the girls from Year 5 and 6 went to a football match. There were seven people
altogether and there was only one Year 5. In the morning, before we went to school, we got
dressed into our football kit. We missed the sharing assembly and went to the tournament straight
from school. When we got there we were really excited and got the best seats. For a full half an
hour we were all chatting about and doing some stretches. My heart was beating when the match
was about to start. We went into our positions and the match started, I was up front and I
managed to pass the ball to people. Unfortunately the other team was very strong and we did not
win the game. On the second match I am pretty sure we won. On the third match we played
against a rough team. One of the girls punched Ruth in the tummy and kicked Abby! By the end of
the match nearly everyone was injured. We were all so upset when we didn’t win anything. Maybe
we just didn’t have luck. It was lunch time and we were all hungry. I forgot my packed lunch but
Dad brought me some crisps and my friends shared their lunches with me. When we got back to
school it was lunch break. The boys kept on asking, “Did you win?” and it was very annoying. I
hope you enjoyed this match report. Erica, Year 6
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St Joseph’s Football Match
8th November 2018
It was very intense as the football match started. Everyone was in their place ready to play. They
were very good and hard to beat. In the first half I was striker for the second half I was goalie.
Being a goalie is very scary because they always came up with the ball but I didn’t have to worry
because my amazing defenders always defended well and I saved a lot by diving for the ball but the
match went really well anyway.
You probably know who won because I said the match went really well but I will tell you anyway.
We won 9-0 and we felt really good but as I told you, they were hard to beat. Nicole, Year 6
Football Match against Pegasus School
On 23 November Year 5 and 6 played a match against Pegasus. The people who played were
Hasan, Jake, Lanre, Rhys, Abby, Erica, Nicole, Mayson, Hasnain and Ethan. The venue was Oxford
Academy and it was 9 a-side. Kick off was at 1 o’clock and it was mixed boys and girls. In the first
half it was still 0-0 and in the second half St Michael’s scored three goals, Hasan, Jake and Jake
stole Lanre’s goal. Hasan played RW, Lanre played centre, Rhys played defence along with Nicole,
Hasnain and Ethan. Hasan, Year 6
Hockey
First me, Owyn, Zaid and also my mum and baby brother went to East Oxford Primary School. We
went to the astro hockey pitch. We passed a lot and scored 5-1 to us. Jake scored a big 3 goals,
Morty scored 1 goal, the same with Rhys. The other team had never beaten a team in hockey. It
was quite cold and it rained. Saad, Year 5
I was on the left wing and we played a 7 aside game. I almost scored a goal but Abby just about
touched it in and so I guess you could call it a team effort. We had biscuits and juice after the
match and we all said, “Good game.” Owyn Year 5

Maths Challenge Day
On Tuesday 4th December, four students from St Michael’s were
chosen for a maths competition at New Marston Primary School.
There were two Year 5 boys and two Year 6 girls. They had to
compete against teams from other schools in events such as
tangrams, codes and prime numbers. My favourite challenge was
using the tangrams to make different shapes because you had to
think about what shape to put where. Abdullah, Year 5
I went and it was amazing. My favourite challenge was the
tangrams because I usually got things right. The best challenge
in the tangrams was to make a bat with a picture of a bat as a
guide. Arthur P, Year 5
We experienced lots of hard, challenging and trick questions. We were taught lots of new methods
for adding all the numbers from 1 to 100 up in less than 30 seconds and how to figure out all the
prime numbers from 1 to 100. We learned lots of maths based facts and lots of information on the
history of maths. The person who ran the maths challenge was called Mr Hall. He showed us some
maths themed games, though he usually won them! It was a fun experience for everyone.
Amelie, Year 6
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Learning Italian in Year 1
I
I
I
I
I

like
like
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like

that we learn more stuff every week. Lara
that we learn by listening to Italian songs. Lucy
the different Italian words. Ella
the different activities. Shifa
doing new work every week. Danik

Cowley Road Trip
Year 6 went to Cowley Road to study and understand graffiti and
street art. Year 6 were given a survey to distinguish and write
down what we thought of this type of art. As we were going
down Marston Road, we frequently came across the tag, ‘ZUZ’
written on lamp posts. The majority of Year 6 thought that this
was graffiti because it was quick and scruffy. Year 6 thought that
street art was a lot more detailed and it was legal, unlike graffiti.
Year 6 came across a very interesting bit of street art on our trip.
It was a thought provoking poem about homelessness sprayed on
the side of a house. We really enjoyed this trip and we hope to
do something like it again. Sabeen, Year 6

Learning the Violin
We have been learning the violin for at least 10 or more weeks. Our
violin teacher Mrs Lloyd works for Oxfordshire County Council. Mrs
Lloyd is a really good teacher because she is really good at making the
violin fun and showing us how to do it. We have lessons first thing
after lunch on Wednesdays, some children have violin lessons before
the whole class lesson. We learn the notes of the violin. The violin
notes are G, D, A and E. Currently we are learning how to bow strings
and play short scales but soon we will learn more. The violin has
many parts such as the neck, scroll, bridge, strings and heel. I would
really recommend the violin. Daniel and Jamal, Year 4

Year 5 Drama Workshop
Yesterday Year 5 had their last drama lesson with their teacher, Renata. The students have made
their own plays with her help and have performed in front of her. Next week, Renata will be
bringing a visitor to judge the plays and select a few of them. The children’s plays were made in
groups and the theme was about celebrations gone wrong. Mia
Doing drama with Renata was super fun. We do drama on Wednesdays but sadly yesterday was
our final day with her. When she first came we were doing miming then we started to go in a team
of three doing mini plays and showing the rest of the class and Renata would give us feedback. We
wrote our own script and one person will choose one from our class and they will perform it. Mimi
I liked drama because you got to use your mind. Renata is a very nice person and she helped us
with our script. My play was done with Tyler and Mya. Our play is called ‘The Ghosts are Lurking’.
The characters were: the police, the boy, mum, Katy, Mya also the ghost and Zoom. The story is
about how the girls lose their dog and on the way there are lots of surprises. Kathryn
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Tropical inc.
On Tuesday 13th of November we had a visit from Tropical inc. because it was Environment Week.
The man showed us some endangered animals. I liked the kookaburra because when the man
whistled he made a funny noise. I enjoyed it very much. Izzie, Year 3
Tropical inc. is a company that saves endangered animals. We got to
hold 2 pythons, a cockatoo, a skunk, a kookaburra, a lizard and a
parrot. The kookaburra was rescued from Australia and makes a loud
laughing noise. It flew across the hall and perched on Matt’s (the
person who brought in the animals) arm.
The pythons were brought from Africa. One was long and she was
called Mary. The short one was called Cameo. People from our school
got to hold them.
The skunk came from Canada. The skunk was so fluffy I wanted to
cuddle it so much.
The cockatoo came from Australia. It had a lot of feathers. It perched
on Mrs Buchanan. Ella, Year 3
I liked the cockatoo best because on its head were some pink feathers. Its name was Molly and
she was the most beautiful bird I ever saw. The kookaburra and the cockatoo pooed but luckily it
was on some paper. The man from Tropical inc. kissed the cockatoo on the lips!! Lucy, Year 3
The person who was showing the animals brought out a snake it was
rather a small snake to me. Then he asked for a volunteer and he
picked ME! I had to hold the snake (it felt rather squishy!) Then he
brought out an even bigger snake. It was HUGE! He told us that it was
only a baby and an adult would be as long as our hall. Then he got a
lizard out and I wanted to volunteer to stroke it but he didn’t pick me
this time. The lizard was black with bits of yellow on it. He also showed
us a kookaburra and made it laugh! He said it was given it because the
mum ate the two other eggs. Then he showed us a meercat, it was so
cute. He told us it was called Peanut because she had a boyfriend
called Butter! HaHa! The he showed us a skunk, yes a real skunk. It
didn’t stink. I was in the front row and he told us they only stink when
they fart on you and the colour is yellow. He said once a skunk farted
on his arm and it stank for three weeks. Genevieve, Year 3
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The first animal was a Royal Python, a young female one. The man explained girls were longer,
fatter and bigger in most cases. The reticulated python was the next, it was the L O N G E S T
snake in the world. Several children argued this, saying it was the anaconda, but he was right.
The next was a skunk. That bit was really funny because he pretended to make it spray. Finally it
was a parrot. He said it was clever because he could ‘catch his poo’. I thought it was clever
because it obeyed some human orders. Iden, Year 3

Fire brigade
They explained to us why we need a smoke
alarm. Ludo
I liked that the fire brigade showed us the massive
scissors. Talal
I liked when the fire brigade showed us the fire
truck. Ella
I liked when one of the men got into the fire
suit. Anna
I liked the fire engine. Alexandra

Engineering Workshop
On 9 November year 6 had a workshop about electricity and engineering. First we watched a short
powerpoint about the pros and cons of different energy sources, then learnt that fossil fuels are
cheap, efficient and easy to get but very bad for the environment (including humans) and will
eventually run out. Renewable energy, such as wind or solar power, sources are more difficult and
expensive to make but they cause no harm to the environment. We worked in groups to create our
own wind turbines using card, paper cotton reels and masking tape. We took turns testing our end
products with a hair drier. They all worked very well. Morrigan, Year 6
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Victorian Workshop
A lady came in dressed up as a Victorian teacher. She also set up our classroom like a Victorian
classroom. Boys and girls would have been separated, so we were too! The girls had to wear
pinafores and the boys wore collars.
She tested our tables, spelling, general knowledge and our handwriting. We wrote on tablets and
used fountain pens. If we had dirty hands from the ink, she would cane us. We had to face
punishments such as the dunces hat, finger stocks and the cane.
When we wanted to speak we put our hands up and then stood up to speak. It was hard work
being a Victorian school child, we learnt a lot from it and it was a lot of fun. Joia, Year 6

Environment Week
As part of St Michael’s Environment week, Year 3 found out about the problems
caused by plastic pollution - particularly in our seas and oceans. We made some
beeswax food wraps to encourage our friends and families to cut
down their use of foil and cling film.
To make them, we used melted beeswax, jojoba oil and tree resin
which were then poured onto a square of fabric. This was then
melted again in the oven and spread evenly over the material.
The results were great and quite a few of the children used their
wraps the next day to bring their sandwiches into school!
I would like to thank the team of Year 3 parents again who helped that day, and to
also clear up afterwards - it was definitely messy fun! Mrs Buchanan

Year 1’s Pantomime Review
I liked how the Cat sang that is not your present. Talal
My favourite characters were Alice and Dick Whittington. Lea
I had fun when the bubbles came down. Mustafa
My favourite character was Alice. Libby
My favourite character was the fairy. Lily
My favourite character was the cat. Chinemelum

Year 6 in
Tudor
costume
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Happy Christmas & New Year from the Library!
I can’t believe that next week is Christmas! Who else feels that way? I actually think we are still in October,
for some reason, possibly because it’s still so mild. So it’s felt very strange reading books filled with snow and
reindeer and Father Christmas.
There are some classics that come out every year: The Grinch, The Night Before Christmas, The Polar Express,
for example. But I’ve discovered a couple of new picture books that are delightful to read and give a
different kind of feeling about Christmas. In the first, Last Stop on the Reindeer Express, young Mia is not
looking forward to Christmas because her Dad can’t be with her. However, a mysterious and magical
Reindeer Express helps children like Mia who miss their parents.
The second is called Red and Lulu, which follows two birds (red cardinals) who have made their home in a
massive evergreen tree that is cut down and taken to Rockefeller Center in New York to be that year’s
Christmas tree. Red and Lulu are separated when the tree is felled but find each other again in this happy
tale.
The author and illustrator, Matt Tavares, based this on the annual tradition of the Rockefeller Center
Christmas tree and I discussed this with the children and told them that if they want to, they can find the
tree online. If they ask you about this, you can find out all about it here:
https://www.rockefellercenter.com/holidays/rockefeller-center-christmas-tree-lighting/ If you have the time
and inclination, it’s worth reading about the history of this tree and the amazing work done every year to
help those in need through Habitat for Humanity – the wood from the felled tree is milled and used to create
homes for those in need.

The Rockefeller Christmas Tree
The tree in the book!
We also had a lovely gift from the Rasmussen family of Winnie and Wilbur: The Santa Surprise – signed by
Korky Paul! Thank you so much for your kindness and I can guarantee that the children will enjoy reading
about these festive adventures all year round!
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Thanks to a very generous donation by a school benefactor, I have been able to buy some new books for the
children. My current focus is to update the books for Key Stage 2 and these will be on the ‘New Books’
bookcase in the New Year. Please do encourage your children to check them out! I will be using some of
these books, plus some classics, to start a Reading Challenge in the New Year to encourage children to read
more widely than the usual Wimpy Kid and Dork Diaries and Tom Gates series. I will have more information
soon when I launch it in January.
2018 has been a busy year in the Library, with author visits from Duncan Beedie and Ade Adepitan (below). I
cannot emphasise the importance of such visits to the children – by seeing the authors and illustrators
themselves, they become inspired not only to read their books but also to aim for their own dreams. Again,
thanks to the donations we receive from parents and the school, we can invite authors in to spend the day
with us. I will be arranging more for 2019, so watch this space.

Library lunchtimes continue as ever to be popular, particularly with the younger children, who appreciate
the time to come in and create arts and crafts based on books. In the New Year, I would like to encourage
the older children to come in, too. Some told me that they would like a story time so I will hopefully instigate
this on Thursdays, when the Library can be a calmer place for those who wish to listen to stories or read in
quiet.

Our Twitter account is growing steadily! If you would like to follow the Library’s news, you can find us on
Twitter at: @StMichaelsLibOx. I often retweet information on books, authors, competitions and library news,
so it’s worth a look and a follow. You can also read reviews and news on our website:
www.childtasticbooks.com!
That is all from the Library for 2018, except to wish you all a wonderful New Year!
Mrs Pope
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What Headteachers Need to Know about School
Libraries…from a School Librarian
You may see a library as a luxury, but a successful one is so much more than a
depository of books, says Samantha Pope...
As school budgets are squeezed even tighter, I’m going to ask you to earmark money for
something that you, officially, don’t have to spend any money on – your school library.
I can anticipate your immediate response already: schools are expected to do so much already with
decreasing amounts of money.
Believe me, I know – I used to be a school governor and I work in a primary school. And, since
libraries are not a required facility in schools, it might make more sense to cross them off the list.
After all, often, school libraries can hardly be called that – squashed into corridors or located in a
dark corner behind a cloakroom, where battered books fight for space among coats, bags and muddy
wellies.
If a library doesn’t look welcoming or attractive, the children won’t want to visit it, so what’s the
point in having one, you might ask. And, if most primary classrooms have book corners and
bookcases with age- and ability-appropriate titles, is there any need for a separate library to exist at
all?
Seen purely in this light, a library becomes more a luxury than a necessity, and employing someone
to care for the books is even more ludicrous. Surely a TA with time on their hands (is there such a
person?) or an eager parent would do the job just as well?
All they have to do, after all, is issue books, make sure they come back, and shelve them – and
perhaps read a story or two to the younger children, at a push. If that’s all a library is, then why not?
The thing is, a successful library is so much more than a depository of books. It’s a place where the
written world can come to life.
Dedicated school librarians (and they don’t have to have a library qualification to be effective) try to
engage families and carers and the wider community to instil a love of reading.
We help staff with reading materials to support classroom education and create interesting and
entertaining challenges in reading and writing.
We might work with children who are either reluctant readers or who struggle to achieve their ageappropriate reading levels.
We liaise with local bookshops and libraries, keeping in touch with authors and illustrators,
arranging school visits and sending them photos, letters and tweets.
In short, we bring books to life, in an atmosphere that is warm and welcoming.
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In my library, I am fortunate to get to know each and every child in the school through weekly
library sessions and ‘library lunchtimes’, where I run activities such as storytime and arts and crafts
sessions based on the books and poetry we’re reading.
It’s clear from the queues waiting for the library to open that the children see the space as a place of
creativity and calm, with cushions, teddies and colourful displays alongside the books, magazines
and newspapers.
Individual children even come to the library in lessons if they are becoming anxious, emotional or
overwhelmed. Quite simply, the library is, as our headteacher describes it to colleagues in local
schools, a ‘haven’.
This environment is vital at a time where, according to recent surveys, one in ten children and young
adults suffer from mental health problems such as anxiety, depression and conduct disorders.
Schools are being asked to deal with these issues as well as everything else. Librarians aren’t
necessarily trained psychotherapists or counsellors, but if they can at least offer a vulnerable child a
refuge a few times a week, then this can help ease the burden on teachers, who have 29 other
children to care for.
Seen in this light, surely the argument for libraries, and for a dedicated person in charge of them, can
only add value to a school – and in more ways than the immediately obvious ones.
Book lover, reading helper, agony aunt, researcher – perhaps the question you should be asking
yourself is this: can you afford not to have a librarian?
From Samantha
Samantha Pope is librarian at St Michael’s CE Primary in Oxford. Find out more
at childtasticbooks.com and on Twitter at @childtastic.

