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Dear Parents, 

Welcome to this term’s edition of school 

news.  The start to the new school year has 

been as busy as always and the children have 

enjoyed many trips out and welcomed visitors 

into school, including you.  I hope you have 

found our open classroom sessions 

interesting and informative.  Some special 

visitors this term came from Poggibonsi in 

Italy.  Four primary school teachers from the 

town were taking part in an Erasmus+ project 

to learn more about teaching practice in 

England.  We were particularly happy to 

welcome back Chiara Cavallini, who used to 

teach Italian in Year 1 and 2.  The children 

also had the opportunity to learn more about 

how parliament operates, during a special 

assembly led by Kerrie Carpenter, who works for the Houses of Parliament.  She stressed that MPs’ are there  

to check and challenge the work of the Government, make and change laws and debate the important issues 

of the day.  These are just two of the many experiences the children have had over the last 4 months, please 

read on to find out more. 

 

Best wishes, 

Rosalind Owen 

 

Black History Month 

In October we marked Black History Month by introducing the children to different musical genres spear 

headed by black musicians, including jazz, reggae, blues, gospel, the music of Africa.  

The whole school spent an hour every Monday doing workshops in different year groups.  

Each class was divided into groups by alphabetical order and each group was sent to different classrooms. My 

group went to Year 6 and the first musical style we focused on was Motown, named after the first black-

owned record company in the USA. Each individual specialises in music in their own way and some perform in 

groups. 

We focused on the Supremes who are three excellent singers with a lead singer named Diana Ross.  We 

watched some of their performances (which were fabulous) and realised that they like to wear the same dress 

decorated with dazzling sequins.  I wish I had dresses like theirs! 

Finally, we took a piece of paper with an image of Diana Ross’s head and designed our own dress to fit her. 

Mine was red with black sequins along the edges which would sparkle in the spotlights. I really enjoyed this 

year’s Black History Month and I’m looking forward to next year. Hannah, Year 6 

In year 2 we did reggae.  We did a quiz to earn points and sang as well as listened to pieces of music.  Our 

team came second and my brother’s team won by one point.  We did this with Mrs Buchanan.  I rate it 9/10. 

Year 3 was blues music with Miss Billingham.  We looked at a powerpoint and then listened to a piece of 

blues music and drew patterns and pictures.  I rate this 9/10. 

Year 4 did gospel music.  We learned that the singers were organised into soprano – high, alto – middle, bass 

– low and then we had shakers and sang whilst shaking them.  I rate it 9/10. 

My favourite session was Year 3, the blues, because we did not have to sing but you got to think and draw 

which I really enjoyed.  Elise, Year 4 
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Fireworks Night 

On the 5th November, the most fun thing happened.  St Michael’s School had fireworks night!  It was 

amazing, there were delicious cake stalls with all different colours, there were yellow, blue, orange and red 

cakes.  There were even mixed colours with all kinds of sprinkles.  There were stars and fireworks, it was so 

fun all in the dark. 

One of the most fun things was playing hide and seek.  There was also a big stall in the quiet zone, there 

were all different coloured glow sticks, necklaces, bracelets and glowing badges.  Then it all began….BANG! 

POP! WHIZZ! The first firework was set off.  Then again bang, pop, whizz, yellow, blue, green, red.  Everyone 

went silent, it was amazing.  Charlotte, Year 3 

Fireworks night is great fun because you can invite friends and see friends.  You might be wondering what’s 

so fun about seeing friends you nearly see every day?  Well, if you have played hide and seek before, you 

know how fun it is (and hard), but have you ever played it in the dark?  It is really amazing.   

The people at fireworks night were going to want to have food that would fill them up, not just cakes and 

biscuits.  So that is why they made a BBQ!  People paid with fake money on a piece of paper.  There were 

yummy foods at the BBQ like burgers and they were all really good.  Andi, Year 3 

 

Tudor Workshop 

Last Friday (18 October), Year 6 had visitors coming to teach us more 

about the Tudors.  The visitors were called Sonia and Naomi.  They came 

with two boxes and they had a big boat on a mini trolley. 

Firstly, Sonia picked six volunteers:  three girls and three boys.  She looked 

at their height  to try on Tudor clothes, so she picked Hannah, Mya, Manal, 

LJ, Saad and Abdullah.  They tried everything that the Tudors used to 

wear even the bum pads.   It made people laugh because their bums 

looked big.  Afterwards, all of Year 6 went in groups.  My group answered 

the boat questions first.  When all the group had finished we went to the 

quiz table where we had to match things. 

Finally we went on the table where we had to write the Tudor alphabet 

with goose feathers which had ink on.  Then we wrote our names with a 

quill pen. 

Conclusion:  it was really exciting to have a surprise like this, everyone 

loved it.  Fiza, Year 6 

Sonja and Naomi came 

in bustling with trunkfuls of costumes and a model of the 

statuesque Golden Hinde.  Naomi set up pieces of paper 

and goose-feather quills alongside were inkwells and the 

Tudor alphabet.  The quills were fascinating as they had 

many different features.  The equivalent of the quil today 

would be the fountain pen. 

Sonja elected six people of prey.  I say people of prey 

because they had to try on the Tudor costumes and, trust 

me, the person who made the costumes did not know the 

shape of children; I was one of the victims.  However 

badly they fitted, though, they were well decorated, 

elegant and ornate – for the rich people of course. 

Sonja and Naomi had bought many different artefacts, 

some of which were real from hundreds of years ago and 

some were replicas.  It was amazing how we could see 

and compare the objects used in the Tudor times and 

modern day things.  Manal, Year 6 

 

Primary Play Writers 

Year 5 has been writing play scripts since the start of term with Renata, our drama teacher.  My script was 

about the Adventures of Bob and Steve, it is about two boys who rob all the shops in town and then get 

caught.  Then they go to prison, they escape with a wooden key and find an island and make friends with a 

person called Billy.  Jayen, Year 5 
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Environment Day 

On Monday (25 November) we were learning about recycling, reusing and 

upcycling to reuse.  We decorated T-shirts and bags to reuse.  Later we went 

to assembly.  We showed that they were made out of pom-poms, glitter and 

sequins.  We also used fabric pens, paint and fabric.  Later on we watched a 

video about ‘FAST FASHION’.  Fast fashion is where people are ruining 

animals’ habitats! You can do this in many ways. Like cutting down trees to 

make paper and space to grow cotton plants.  So we were thinking to turn old 

clothes into new clothes.  We did the bags so we could use them instead of 

Christmas wrapping paper.  

The part I enjoyed the most was showing the school our bags or T-shirts.  We 

were very lucky to have parents coming in to help us sew onto the bags or T-

shirts.  I made a bag.  Leo, Year 2 

 

Shakespearean Workshop 

A whole class Shakespearean workshop came to St Michael’s for the day.  It was lots of fun and we learnt lots 

about William and the area he lived in.  William Shakespeare was a very famous Tudor playwright who had a 

new style of performance and is still celebrated and known for his effects on the world 400 years after he 

died.  In this workshop, we took the role of Shakespeare and his characters, expressing ourselves and trying 

something new.   

First the leader (Jerome) started with an exercise.  He said 4 commands:  stop, start, jump, clap. We simply 

had to follow the commands.  But then he swapped them around so start would mean stop and so on.  At 

first it was very confusing but afterwards we had adjusted and it was easy.  Jerome explained to us that the 

exercise was a bit like Shakespeare’s language and at first it seems confusing but after a while, it begins to 

make sense. 

Then we were taught to show how we feel or what kind of person we are, through our facial expressions.  

You can move a muscle in your lip slightly up and give the audience a subtle clue you are up to no good.  We 

had lots of fun using facial expressions to show how we were feeling.  

Finally, we began to say lines in famous plays from Shakespeare.  We did the scene in ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 

where Juliet just finds out Romeo is from the enemies’ family.  We also did a scene from Macbeth where the 

evil witches are asking when they will meet again.  We did many other plays and they were all fun.  I 

particularly like the dramatic death scenes. 

In conclusion, I would recommend this to younger years and would do this again.  Ethan, Year 6 

 

Grounds Day 

The first thing I did on Grounds Day was I took woodchips from the pile of woodchips into forest school.  My 

brother helped me but then I noticed that he wasn’t there, then I looked somewhere and I saw him.  He was 

clearing brambles and I joined in.  My mum and dad were there.  I climbed over the gate and put my dad’s 

protecting gloves on and handed some brambles over the gate.  I did that about 9 times.  After that, I got 

tired and had two or three cookies then I carried on working.  Then I climbed over the gate and helped with 

the bonfire.  I put wood on the bonfire.  After that I walked all the way home with mum, dad and brother.  

Tycho, Year 3 
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Early Islamic Art at the Ashmolean Museum 

In September, Year 5 went to the Ashmolean.  We were there to look 

at early Islamic art.  I had a great time.  I thought all the art was 

beautiful so picking a favourite was like mission impossible.  We got 

to hold some of the objects they used.  Alfie, Year 5 

We looked at a picture made with tiles, it was made in Syria 

(Damascus) in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.  We handled 

some artefacts, there was a calligraphy pen, an ink pot, a box, a 

stamp ad a lamp.  Elisabeth, Year 5 

We went to the mosaics, which had 48 pieces.  We had a hunt where 

we had to find different things in the room.  After that we made our 

own patterns with foam shapes. When we had finished we drew 

pictures or patterns and we used lots of colourful crayons.  America, 

Year 5 

 

Year 5 visit the Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies 

Me and my class have visited the Oxford Centre for Islamic 

Studies and its mosque.  We saw the minaret (the big tower), 

the mihrab, the dome and the minbar and the fountain.  In 

the mosque we took our shoes off because it is a sign of 

respect.  The mosque is very big and spacious. At the centre 

there is a carpet and a book.  I liked this visit.  Dario  (who 

has only been learning English for a term) 

We arrived about 10:15 and we saw beautiful tapestries and 

beautiful buildings.  When we first arrived there, there was a 

courtyard.  Caroline (she showed us round) greeted us and 

said, “Assaluma alaikum” (peace be upon you).  Aleena 

The lady who was our guide told us about the building and 

how it was split into two parts.  One part was a learning and 

studying area and the other part was the mosque.  Luke 

Caroline talked about how Muslims come from all over the 

world and about the tower called a minaret.  She said in 

countries where the people are all mostly Muslims, someone 

would go to the top of the minaret and call people to come to 

the mosque for one of the five prayers a day.  Then Caroline talked about the five pillars.  The five pillars are 

the five things that Muslims must do.  One of the pillars is that you have to believe, another pillar is that you 

have to pray five times a day, another one is that you have to go on a pilgrimage at least once in your life.  

Another pillar is that you need to do some charity works and the last pillar is you need to fast once every year 

at Ramadan.  Jillian 

  

 



Love    Determination    Responsibility    Respect    Kindness    Friendship    Honesty 
SPORTING NEWS 

Cross Country Running – Tuesday 8 October – Oxford Spires Academy 

What did you enjoy the most about the event?  I enjoyed running the course because I didn’t know how large 

the Oxford Spires Academy actually was.  What did you achieve? I achieved finishing my first cross country 

while representing how great my school is.  What did you find most challenging?  I found keeping my pace as 

I ran the most challenging; I like to sprint to the front of the race.  What would you do in order to prepare for 

next time? I would definitely bring a few snacks to share, and an extra pair of trainers and make sure to bring 

another bottle of water.  Hannah, Year 6 

In PE we have been doing cross country running.  When our PE teacher announced that there would be a 

cross country competition, he picked four girls and four boys from Year 5 and 6 and we raced.  No boys from 

Year 6 made it and only one Year 6 girl made it –Hannah.  The competition was really fun, though very 

breath-taking.  After the race we were very happy with our scores.  Elisabeth, Year 5 

At Oxford Spires we went to a big field which was full of children form all the schools around Oxford.  There 

was a man who told who was to go first and when.  First, the year 3 and 4 girls ran.  While they ran, 

everyone who was supporting them started cheering.  Soon they ran across every field and started heading 

towards the finish line.  It wasn’t actually a finish line, it was a narrow passage with big red poles.  After a 

few seconds the first person arrived and then more and more girls were arriving.    When it was time for the 

Year 5 and 6 girls to run we decided to do a stretch so that our muscles would be stronger and our feet 

would take us as fast as they could run. Then the St Michael’s girls lined up with all the others.  Then the man 

announced, “On your marks, get set, go!”  Sophia, Elisabeth, Hannah and I ran slowly at first so we didn’t use 

all our energy up quickly.  We ran across a meadow then to big fields and finally reached the end and were 

given raffle tickets with the number of the place we came in.  All the Year 5 boys started to get ready.  Keir, 

Benji, Seb and David started to run with the rest of the boys from other schools.  It was hard to see them as 

they were all running in a big bundle.  Finally we saw them arrive at the finish line and all were EXHAUSTED!  

America, Year 5 

 

Football Match vs St Andrew’s – Thursday 7 November – at 

home 

What did you enjoy the most about the event?  What I enjoyed most 

was getting a goal in our first game for the team and winning our first 

match.  What did you achieve? I achieved doing really good passes and 

scoring with my weaker foot.  What did you find most challenging?  I 

found that the most challenging part was playing in the squelchy mud.  

What would you do in order to prepare for next time? I would practise 

playing in the marshy mud to prepare for next time.  Seb, Year 5 

 

Football Tournament – Friday 27 September – Oxford Academy 

What did you enjoy the most about the event?  I really enjoyed all of it.  

The taxi we went in was very cool and the games we played were lots of 

fun.  It’s great being part of the St Michael’s squad.  What did you 

achieve? We managed to get to the semi-finals and lost but played our 

best.  This tournament has not just improved us physically, but our team building as well.  What did you find 

most challenging?  Because I was central defence, I could see most of the game from the back, so I was in 

charge of organising the team, this was fun but also challenging.  What would you do in order to prepare for 

next time? I think we need to work on not getting tired so quickly.  Despite a few mistakes, I think this team 

could go far!  Ethan, Year 6 

The games were 7-a-side with one substitution (which we rotated).  We played on a 3-G surface (which is 

artificial).  It rained on us a lot. 

In the group stages of the tournament Bertie scored 4 goals and 4th goal was an own goal.  When the 

opposition crossed the ball, Bertie put his foot in the way and it bounced off his foot and into the goal.  I 

played left and right wing.  Saad was the best goalkeeper I have seen in year 6.  When we played the semi-

finals there was an argument between us over who was substitute, so I said I would be the substitute.  We 

lost 6-0. 

We then had a 3rd place play-off.  We did an 8v8 game.  It was a close game.  Kier scored brilliantly.  I 

missed a few shots.  We won 1-0.  The tournament was really fun!  All thanks to Mrs Hastings who let us go 

and Kathryn for taking us.  LJ, Year 6 
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Intra Sport 

Last term Adam organised intra sport every Wednesday.  After assembly he told us who was playing the 

match.  I would recommend that you bring your trainers on Wednesday because you might get picked.  

Everyone in our class got to play and the Year 5s.  The teams were boys and girls mixed up and Adam was 

the referee. 

I really enjoyed the competition.  It was fun and got you moving.  There were no arguments which is 

excellent.  I like that everyone is included and no one is left out.  It was a bit crowded and very muddy on the 

field.  It also helps you become a better sports player.  Zaid, Year 6 

Adam always tried to make the teams as fair as he could.  He encouraged us by saying it doesn’t matter if 

you win or lose, the fun counts.  The intra sports lasts for the whole break time.  Intra sports keeps you fit 

and helps you improve your football skills.  Hasnain, Year 6 

 

Reception children visit Forest School 

once a week, where they say they 

enjoy playing with their friends, 

especially hide and seek and peek a 

boo.  They like collecting sticks and 

making potions.  

 

 

 

 

Battle of Trafalgar Workshop. 

In the afternoon we had a fabulous workshop about the Battle of Trafalgar.  We 

talked about both leaders in the battle. They were Nelson and Napoleon (we 

talked about Nelson the most). 

Even though Nelson won, he died.  He got shot in the shoulder and the bullet 

punctured his lung and broke his back.  When Nelson went below the decks the 

surgeon couldn’t cure him so he died.  

We also had a look at how the crew aboard ships used cannons, then we had a 

go ourselves. We didn’t actually fire cannons.  Instead we used a chair and all of 

us pretended to do the jobs of using a cannon. 

Nelson devised a fabulous plan to attack but it looks a bit crazy.  Nelson lined his fleet into a straight line.  

Unfortunately, this meant that the Spanish had clear shots on the British, this was called a raking shot. 

On board many ships there were children who had the job called powder monkeys.  They were called this 

because they carried gunpowder to all the cannons.  This was an extremely dangerous job.  I learnt so much 

from this experience.  Owyn, Year 6  
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Roman Afternoon 

A lady came to our class to teach us about the Romans.  I 

enjoyed dressing up as a rich Roman; they wore white 

because they never did dirty jobs.  The visitor was from 

Woodstock Museum; she showed artefacts.  I liked the 

sheep bone best.  We marched like Romans.  We followed 

orders in Latin.  Ikram, Year 3 

 

On Thursday 14th November, a lady came in and taught us 

about the Romans.  Her name was Naomi and she taught us 

a lot.  First, we learnt about what the Romans wore 

depending on how rich they were.  The clothing 

that most Romans wore was called a tunic.  Out 

of the colours she had, she said white was the 

richest then yellow, blue and brown was the 

poorest. 

Next, we got split up into two groups.  While one 

group could play games and dress up the other 

looked at old Roman findings.  After about 10 

minutes the groups swapped around.  After 

another 10 minutes we came onto the carpet 

and learnt about how Romans made roads.  

Then we went into the hall and learnt about 

Roman armour and Roman commands.  Finally it 

ended and Naomi had to go, but it had been a 

great afternoon.  Grace, Year 3 

 

Debating Workshop 

On Friday 4 October, a group of four Year Six children were sent to Rye St Anthony to attend a debating 

workshop.  We left school at around 11am for a 15 minute walk to Rye with Mr Annesh. 

On the journey we discussed many things: debating, opinions and how to be fair.  When we arrived at Rye, 

we were warmly welcomed by the head of English.  We were followed by many different schools including:  

Chandlings, St John and Mary….  We started with a warm-up exercise: creating an action to a name and 

meeting each other.  I was nervous at first but after the delicious lunch I was ready to begin. 

We were told to find a partner from our school.  Mia and I paired up.  We were given a topic to debate on 

(Mia and I were given the topic:  Homework is harmful and were opposing.)  Mrs DeRushie explained the 

rules of debating and what our positions were.  On the screen it showed us who was against whom.   

Mia, Abdullah, Bertie and I (and Mr Annesh!) waited for our turn intently.  Finally our turn came.  Mia and I 

argued politely against the proposing team.  We listened carefully until it came to the last round.  The 

decision was up to the floor (the floor is like a jury). We had won the debate.  We went home elated.  We 

had a spectacular day.  Manal, Year 6 

 

Chess Tournament 

Izzah, Manal and I went to St Joseph’s for a girls’ chess tournament.  Accompanied by Mrs Caballero Martin, 

we walked there (which took ages!). 

We were the first school to arrive.  The schools that came were:  Headington Girls, St Joseph’s (obviously), 

Emmanuel Christian School and last, but certainly not least, St Michael’s. 

The first school we played against was Headington Girls’ School, Izzah won her match 

and so did Manal and it was predictable that I would lose, seeing that I had absolutely 

no clue about what I was doing. 

Then we played Emmanuel Christian School.  I am not even going to mention that I lost 

because it was too upsetting.  Also, I lost to a 5 year old. 

We finiished at 5:30pm, so we had half an hour until our parents came, so we went 

outside to play in their playground. 

This trip has made me realise that I am undeniably rubbish at chess.  Tasneem, Year 6 
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Year 6 Visit to Christ Church 

Last week we went to Christ Church.  The walk took us 40 minutes.  When we 

got there we were all very tired and we met our team leaders.  They showed 

us around the outside of Christ church.  We tried reading Roman numerals to 

find out when Alice in Wonderland’s dad was alive and when he died.  The 

team leaders told us loads of facts.  One of the facts was that Alice’s father 

lived in the college.   Sahar 

Year 6 visited Christ Church to see the shrine of St Frideswide, it was rebuilt 

seven times.  It used to contain Frideswide’s bones that would heal anyone 

who came near them, but Henry VIII changed the religion to Protestant so he 

could get divorced and in doing so threw out the shrine and St Frideswide’s 

bones.  The shrine was recovered but not the bones. 

Around the shrine were stained glass windows one of which had a toilet in the 

background that was put in because the person that made it was not being 

paid well, so he put it in to make his point.  There were rocks and gifts placed 

on her shrine containing thoughts and feelings.  Ben 

We got to learn how the building was made.  We went to a herb garden with a 

fish pond with fish the size of rabbits (not a joke!).  A heron caught a smaller 

one for their breakfast.  Lewis Carrol, the writer of the book ‘Alice in Wonderland’, lived here.  He was 

inspired to have a giant mushroom in the book because in the staircases there were pillars in the shape of 

mushrooms.  The staircase that led up to the dining room was where Professor McGonagall greeted the first 

years before the sorting began in Harry Potter.  The dining hall has two fireplaces and the stairs are 

surrounded by griffins.  Mia 

Christ Church College was founded and built by Thomas Wolsey.  Thomas (Cardinal) Wolsey had almost as 

much money as the king (Henry VIII).  Unfortunately, the Cardinal fell ill when he had only got half way with 

the College.  Being a good friend of the king, he asked the king to finish the college.  The king did finish the  

College but not knowing what Wolsey had wanted, the king just copied the design all the way round.  There 

are some mini walls and tiny arches which were probably for covered walk ways.  The students had to be in 

the building by 9 o’clock at night.  The designer of the bell wanted to give the students more time.  There 

were one hundred and one students there so 

the bell designer made the clock strike 101 

times.  Arthur P 

 

Morty’s fact-file 

 In the whole of Christ Church there 

are three libraries. One was called the old 

library.   

 The Protestants knocked the heads 

off all the saints and angels because, 

apparently, Protestants thought these were 

fun and they are an anti-fun group of people.  

 All of Christ Church is built on dead 

bodies so everywhere you go you step on a 

dead person’s bones.   

 Monks have a bald spot on their 

heads, they make it bald by rubbing a stone 

on their head.   

 

Cycle Training 

We went cycling on Monday and Tuesday.  On Monday we cycled on the playground.  Then we did activities 

on the bikes and after break we went on the road and it was fun!  After lunch we cycled to Old Marston and 

back.  On Tuesday we went out again and I was sad when the day was finished.  Renee, Year 5 

Half of Year 5 went on the cycle course.  We went up to the Swan School and down the Marston Road.  It 

was very fun but bitter cold so my fingers went numb.  I needed to improve my road positioning.  If you went 

out on the roads you got a level 2 certificate, if you didn’t, you got a level 1 certificate.  Josiah, Year 5 
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No Pens Day 

This term, the whole school had an unusual day:  No Pens Day, this does not mean 

that we are only allowed a pencil not a pen, it was a whole day without any writing 

in pencil of pen.  Year 6 did sticking and cutting, used a range of coloured tissue 

paper and used our knowledge of computer skills.  So what did Year 6 do on No 

Pens Day? 

First, we were all given a sheet of paper that had the parts of the St Frideswide 

story all jumbled up and a coloured piece of paper.  We used our knowledge from 

another lesson of what we remember of the St Frideswide story and put it in order.  

We found out that there were some different orders that made sense. 

Soon after our subject was maths (fractions), we did this on the computers:  

everybody were split into six groups and went to different sections of the room.  

Each group had a different question that they had to answer about fractions.  Also 

we discussed what we found out.  In the afternoon the subject was art, we went to 

our table groups and together we created stained glass windows using tissue paper 

to decorate it.  It was an amazing day and everyone had great fun.  Ruby, Year 6 

 

A visit from the tortoises. 

Bill and his mum brought their tortoises to visit Reception.  Anton, 

Isaac Reuben and Rajvir report on the visit: 

There’s a sister one and a little brother, they’re Bill’s pets.  They 

feel like sea shells.   I enjoyed the visit better than anyone because 

I got to hold one.  Bill’s mummy has a little fridge where they put 

them to hibernate.  They have a box where they sleep.  It has soil 

in.  It has holes in so they can breathe. 

 

Writing Workshop 

We went to a writing workshop organised by Nick Cook (the author of Cloud Riders) at New Marston Primary 

School.  The workshop was about expanding your imagination and how to write a good story.  Mrs Archard 

took us there and we walked along Marston Road and Copse Lane with a group of children from Year Six and 

Year Five. 

When we arrived, we found out that we would be staying there for the whole school day.  Nick Cook 

introduced himself and told us about how he became a writer.  He explained how he watched the first moon 

landing when he was a young boy and that the experience had inspired and influenced him to write a book at 

the age of 11 (and he wanted to be an astronaut). 

In the second session he told us that we were going to be creating a tornado; he bought a machine that used 

water and heat to create a small tornado, the size of a baby. 

In the last session, we learnt how to imagine something and just write about it.  We then wrote stories about 

a tornado and lastly got into groups to create the news.  My favourite thing was definitely creating news and 

reporting.  Izzah, Year 6 

I think I went because of my imagination, I was really happy about this.  I also felt proud because this 

doesn’t happen often on an average day.  When I got there I realised something:   our group was first.  We 

sat at the front.  The person there asked us, “What do you want to be as an adult?”  Afterwards we made a 

tornado and I held it, technically it was a weak one but it was really cool.  Later, we made a news report 

about tornadoes, I was a stormchaser.  At the end I couldn’t speak, it was so amazing.  Alfie, Year 5 

Resilience Workshop 

We had two workshops over two weeks on 21 and 28 November.  The first one was about resilience and the 

second was about helpful and unhelpful thinking.  The first thing we did was watch a resilience video, then 

we had to write some thoughts about it.  Next we had a mini chat about what resilience is.  It’s about not 

giving up and believing in yourself.    

The first task in the second workshop was to act out helpful thinking and unhelpful thinking.  We filled out 

definitions of choice and decisions.  Alia, Year 4 
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Stagecoach Workshop 

On Friday 6 December, Nicole came from Stagecoach to do a workshop with us.  So that we knew everyone’s 

names we played a game where Nicole would say her name then she would do an action.  Then we copied 

the action and said her name.  After that, we each chose a partner and we learnt the start of a dance.  We 

had to pretend that we were toys dancing to The Nutcracker and Christmas magic brought us to life.  We had 

to finish off the dance.  Nicole told us to use a jump and a turn in the dance and we had to pretend that the 

Christmas magic had run out and we had turned back into toys. 

Before Nicole went home we were given kazoos.  It was quite hard to learn to play the kazoo but when you 

learnt, it was rather easy to play.  Next we listened to the song Mele Kalikimaka, which is Merry Christmas in 

Hawaiian and played it.  As Nicole was really kind, she gave us all goody bags.  Rosa, Year 3 

Nicole taught the class a dance.  What you had to do was 

start off on the floor with your legs apart and legs spread 

out.  Next, you had to put your head down and slowly 

bring it up like you were dolls come to life.  Then stand 

up…. slowly with a big surprised smile.  Next move your 

left arm to the left and the same with your right arm, but 

floppy like you’d be after staying still and being played 

with for ages.  My favourite part was when we chose a 

partner to dance with but the best bit was when you and 

your partner could choose the end of your dance and it 

had to include a jump a spin.  Jessica, year 3 

 

The Pantomime 

On Wednesday 11 December, Key Stage 2 went to the 

pantomime to watch Beauty and the Beast.  Year 3 had to 

hold Year 5’s hands on the way there and back.  On the 

way, I was with Aleena and we played I-spy.  I found it 

funny when she said, “I spy with my big eye.”  Finally I 

could see the Oxford Playhouse where we were going. 

At last we went in and sat down.  The year 5s went to sit 

somewhere else and I sat next to Imogen.  There was 

lots of chatter but as soon as the lights went out it was 

silent.  The panto was about to start. 

All the eyes I could see were on the stage looking like 

they were about to explode!  Then there was an announcement that the fairy who was meant to be in the 

play was ill so Brian the orang-utan would do her part 

instead.  Then in started. 

The curtain lifted and the play began.  It started with 

Brian telling us about Kardashia the witch and Slick Rick 

her sidekick and the evil spell that she’d put on the town. 

The intermission was a twenty-minute break which was 

when I went to the toilet and had a digestive biscuit.   

In the end the spell was broken and the Beast had turned 

out to be a prince.  The good thing was that Kardashia 

and Slick Rick had promised to be good from then on.  

Grace, Year 3 

 

Singing at the over 50's Club 

Henry, Millie, Elliott and Hafwen: This morning 15 of us went to the over 50's club to sing some of the songs 
from the Nativity, Babushka. We walked to the Scout Hut with Mrs Buchanan and Miss Mitsopoulou. We sang 

songs in front of grown-ups, there were lots of granddads and grandmas there. We also sang 'We wish you a 

merry Christmas.'  
Harry, Anna, Amy and Andrew: At first it was quite scary because some of us were nervous but soon after we 

started singing it became normal and we felt happy. We performed the actions and the songs with 15 children 
from Year 2. It was fun and enjoyable.  Year 1 

 

 



Love    Determination    Responsibility    Respect    Kindness    Friendship    Honesty 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 study street art in 

Cowley Centre 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summerfield School Maths Challenge 

On Tuesday 5 November Tom, Iden, Freya and Joseph went to Summerfields School to do a maths challenge.  

We went with Mr Lindars who is Year 1 teacher and we are in Year 4.  A taxi picked us up outside school.  

When we got there we were feeling nervous.  Joseph was in a pair with Freya and Iden was with Tom.  Iden 

and I were given raffle tickets.  We went to the table with the same number as the raffle ticket. 

The first task was ‘Dicey Dicey’.  There was a SMART board and 4 dice appeared on it; each dice had a 

number.  In your pair you had to find a way to make twenty-four using the numbers on the board and any 

operations.  For the next activity, two numbers were shown on the board and then three numbers and then 4 

numbers and and we had to add them up really quickly.  Then there were sequences on the board and you 

had to write down the next number in the sequence.  The last sequence was letters.  Then there were 

number sentences on the board and you had to write the answer down in a limited time. 

Task 2 (the cards) Freya and Joseph had 10 cards.  The cards were:  ace, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10.  There 

was a laminated sheet of card on the table; we had to use the cards to make certain numbers, but we were 

only allowed to use each card once.   

When the time was over, we moved on to making tangrams.  There was a sheet with with lots of rectangles 

and we had to re-create different rectangles using a mixture of triangles, squares and rectangles. 

The last activity used dominoes where we had to lay out all the dominoes across a shape so that the numbers 

on each domino matched.  There were 3 shapes altogether. 

There were a lot of teams there from other schools and we came in third place, but the first place was tied, 

so we actually had the second best score.  We all enjoyed our time at Summerfields. 

Freya and Joseph, Year 4 
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Year 6 visit Oxford Prison 

We walked all the way there and it was 30 minutes.  When we got there we were outside the prison and 

everyone got to put their head in the stocks and we took pictures.  No one threw anything at us! 

We entered the Prison through a secret door and Sahar and Tasneem had to 

hold a very, very heavy door and we went up some rusty and damp stairs 

that led up to the second floor.  We looked around and the first thing we 

saw was a treadmill with 2 pedals that prisoners had to step on around 

7,000 times each day.  We had a go on it and it was very tiring.  There was 

also a box that prisoners had to spin, using the handle, 21,000 times in a 

day as a punishment.  There was also a room with a projected image of a 

man speaking about ‘The Black Panther’, a murderer in the olden days, who 

had been a prisoner in the room. 

There were no windows, no bed and 

scratches all over the wall, which he 

had made to count the number of 

days he was in prison.   

Next we were introduced to actors who were playing the parts of prison 

guards.  They were really frightening.  I looked at one and he started 

shouting at me.  They showed how they would check a prisoner’s body 

to make sure that they weren’t smuggling things into the prison. 

We went into the prison cells, the beds were very hard, just wooden 

with no mattresses.  There were spiders’ webs and scratches on the 

wall.  One woman acting as a prisoner said, “Beware the hand!” She 

was pretending to be mad. 

This is a really good part:  we had to go up a really thin spiral staircase 

with 101 steps.  It was made to trip enemies attacking the castle.  At 

the very top of the castle there was a magnificent view and we were all 

amazed at how much of Oxford we could see.  We could even see 

where we lived, very far away.  The bad part was when we had to go 

down because people kept pushing and it was very terrifying!  
We then went into a room with five stations, where we sat on the floor 

and the guide picked four people and accused them of different crimes:  Izzah stole a sheep, Fiza stole a 

phone, Ethan stole a rabbit and Zaid stole bread.  At the first station we had to match the years to the 

objects, at the second station we had to look at the objects and talk about what they may have been used 

for.  At the third station we had to answer questions using pieces of information that we had been given.  The 

fourth station was in 2 parts -  

we tried on Victorian clothes 

and learned how the prisoners 

cleaned their clothes using a 

wash tub and then squeezed 

out the water using a mangle. 

At the fifth and last station we 

got to try on police uniforms 

and handle some of their 

equipment from the past. They 

wore a massive heavy black 

cape. 

Overall, this trip was one of the 

most interesting and fun trips 

we have ever had.  It was scary 

but fun at the same time. 

Sahar and Mimi, Year 6 
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The Nativity 

This year our play is called Babushka.  It is a Nativity play and it is about  girl called Babushka.  In the play I 

am narrator.  I am important because I help tell the story.  My favourite part in the play is when the flies, 

spiders, and mice come on stage.  My favourite song is called My feet Want to Dance.  I like the bits when 

the angel comes on.  Lara, Year 2 

The play’s main character was a Russian woman called Babushka.  She liked her house to be clean and 

brushed everything dirty away.  An angel went to her to say that a baby was being born.  She took some gifts 

to him.  On the way she ended up giving away all the gifts so she went there empty handed.  Weirdly Mary 

and Joseph already had all her gifts.  Mary let her hold the baby and when the three wise men came she 

didn’t shoo them off.  Jesus was given gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

I thought that the play was brilliant and they acted it so well.  The songs were good too.  Aidan, Year 5 
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How to Decorate a Christmas Tree 

1. Go to a shop that sells Christmas trees. 

2. Find the right size Christmas tree. 

3. You can take it home in a wheelbarrow or a car. 

4. When you are home un-wrap the tree from the bag and put it in a bucket. 

5. Then if you want you can give it a bit of water. 

6. After that go up into the loft and get down the balls. 

7. When you have put the balls on the tree put the yellow star on top. 

8. Finally step back and enjoy. 

Lucy, Year 2 

 

 

‘Breaking the Ice’ 

On Wednesday 18th December, we went to the Pegasus Theatre in 

Oxford. It was fun (Theo). We had to get a coach to the theatre 

(Rosie). Half of Year 2 and Mr Annesh came on our coach (Ollie). The 

coach journey was really fast, there were moments when it went 

really fast (Jessica). The show was called Breaking the Ice. It was 

about a dog and a polar bear (Tilda). There were only 3 actors and 

they didn't speak (Elliott). At the start it was very quiet (Toby). We got 

back to school so late we missed snack time (Dylan).  Year 1 

 

 

 

 

A visit from St Nicholas 

On the last day of term, the children from Reception 

and Years 1 to 3 joined children from over 1000 

schools around the country to watch Santa read ‘The 

Night Before Christmas’.  Year 2 report back: 

Libby enjoyed listening to the story being read and 

Emily is convinced that this was the real Santa.  

Mariyah thought the experience was great and Talal 

said it was joyful.  Lara liked the questions at the end 

of the session and Courtney enjoyed singing Rudolph 

the Red-nosed Reindeer and the Twelve Days of 

Christmas. Year 2 
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