
Traditional Tales
Spring Term 1 – Reception (EYFS) – 2020/21

Love    Determination    Responsibility    Respect Kindness    Friendship    Honesty

Welcome to Reception at St Michael’s C of E Primary School! 

This term we will be looking at traditional tales. Each traditional tale has a key question and we will also explore 

different retellings of the traditional tale. 

The Gingerbread Man – Who ran after the Gingerbread Man? 

Goldilocks and the Three Bears – What kind of character is Goldilocks? 

The Little Red Hen – Should the Little Red Hen share her bread? 

Characteristics of effective learning:

Playing and exploring – engagement

• Finding out and exploring 

• Playing with what they know

• Being willing to have a go

Characteristics of effective learning:

Active learning - motivation

• Being involved and concentrating 

• Keep trying 

• Enjoying and achieving what they set out 

to do

Characteristics of effective learning:

Creating and thinking critically - thinking

• Having their own ideas

• Making links

• Choosing to do things

Some of the activities this 

term include: 

➢ Building a bridge for 

the Gingerbread Man

➢ Carrying out different 

science experiments

➢ Cooking and food 

tasting

➢ Re-enacting the key 

stories 

Some of the activities this 

term include: 

➢ Sensory play 

➢ Using drama to develop 

our understanding of 

characters in stories 

➢ Innovating one of the 

traditional tales to make it 

our own



✓ Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a 

range of tools competently, safely and confidently.

✓ Provide plenty of opportunities for movement skills e.g. 

jumping, running, crawling. 

✓ Adam (Sports Coach) has put together several videos for 

children to do at home. These are available on the 

Google Site. 

We will continue to help the children: 

✓ Maintain a sense of community as a class by regular virtual 

interaction e.g. dough discos. 

✓ See themselves as a valuable individual. 

✓ Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others. 

✓ Show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge. 

✓ Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally.

We will continue to help the children: 

✓ Use talk to help work out problems and organise 

thinking and activities, and to explain how things 

work and why they might happen.

✓ Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity 

and understanding.

✓ Learn and use new vocabulary. 

✓ Retell the stories we have covered in class.

✓ Representing and sorting 9 and 10 

✓ Ordering numerals to 10 

✓ Composition of 9 and 10 

✓ Counting back from 10

✓ Comparing numbers within 10 

✓ Making 10 (number bonds) 

✓ 3D shapes and pattern

✓ Consolidate learning of maths covered to date 

This term we are continuing to teach Phase 3 of Letters and sounds. This phase is where children 

are introduced to digraphs (2 letters that make one sound e.g. ee) and trigraphs (3 letters that make 

one sound e.g. igh). 

Children will be blending sounds into words and reading common exception words in order to read 

simple phrases and sentences. 

The children will also be spelling words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sounds with 

taught digraphs and trigraphs. Therefore some of their writing will be phonetic. 

We will: 

✓ Learn about the different countries related to our stories: India, China, Australia, the 

Caribbean and Spain. 

✓ Compare the different characters and consider the differences and similarities in cultures. 

✓ Learn about Christianity and think about ‘Why is the word ‘God’ so important to Christians?’

✓ Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways. 

✓ Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other 

countries.  

We will listen to and respond to the songs: 

✓ Tiddalik the Frog – Aboriginal story from Australia

✓ Lakshmi and the Clever Washerwoman – A story from India and links to Diwali 

✓ Anansi and the Moss-Covered Rock – Afro-Caribbean traditional tale 


