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Welcome to Reception at St Michael’s C of E Primary School! 

This term we are thinking about animals. We will be using the key texts below to learn about different 

animals from owls, to giraffes, to elephants and lions. As part of our learning we will also learn about the 

different continents and use maps of the world to see where the animals live. 

Some of the activities this term include: 

Characteristics of effective learning:

Playing and exploring – engagement

• Finding out and exploring 

• Playing with what they know

• Being willing to have a go

Characteristics of effective learning:

Active learning - motivation
• Being involved and concentrating 

• Keep trying 

• Enjoying and achieving what they set out to do

Characteristics of effective learning:

Creating and thinking critically - thinking

• Having their own ideas

• Making links

• Choosing to do things

➢ Playing different maths 

games.

➢ Create an animal fact file 

for our favourite animals. 

➢ Sorting animals by their 

physical attributes.

➢ Investigating the different 

tracks animals make. 

➢ Creating zoo animals paper 

plate masks. 

➢ Make bird feeders to be 

hung around the school. 

➢ The very hungry caterpillar 

fruit biscuits.

➢ Explore floating and sinking 

with rubber ducks.

➢ Use scales to compare the 

weight of different animals. 



✓ The children will continue to develop their small motor 

skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, 

safely and confidently.

✓ Provide plenty of opportunities for movement skills e.g. 

jumping, running, crawling. 

✓ Weekly P.E lesson with Adam. 

We will continue to help the children:

✓ Think about the perspectives of others. 

✓ Manage their own needs and promote independence. 

✓ Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally. 

✓ Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others. 

✓ Build constructive and respectful relationships. 

We will continue to help the children:

✓ Learn new vocabulary related to our topic e.g. 

herbivores, carnivores and omnivores. 

✓ Ask questions to find out more.

✓ Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed 

sentences.  

In maths we will: 

✓ Continue to consolidate key numbers skills e.g. subitising, counting, composition and 

comparing numbers.

✓ Build numbers beyond 10 (up to 30). 

✓ Explore counting patterns beyond 10 e.g. 14 is one full ten and four. 

✓ Be digging deeper – what is 100? 

✓ Develop our spatial reasoning through funky fingers, construction and small world play. 

✓ Adding more using the first, then and now structure. 

✓ Introduce subtraction as taking away using the first, then and now structure.

We have covered all Phase 3 sounds and will now work on consolidating the children’s 

understanding of these letter sounds, develop their fluency when reading and focus on forming 

sentences with correct punctuation and handwriting. 

We will be trying to learn to spell the following common exception words (not phonetic):

the – a – do – to – said – has – I – no – go – is  

When writing a sentence we focus on:

Starting with a capital letter, using finger spaces between each word and using a full stop. 

We will:

✓ Understand that some places are special to members of their community and recognise that 

people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways. 

✓ Learn about Islam and why and how Ramadan is celebrated by Muslims. 

✓ Continue to explore the natural world through weekly sessions at Forest School. 

✓ Use simple maps to see where the animals we learn about are from across the world. 

✓ Name the seven continents. 

We will continue to: 

✓ Explore different marks we can make with mark making tools and our fingers. 

✓ Play a range of musical instruments in different ways, changing the sounds they make 

e.g. loud and quiet. 

✓ Use junk modelling to build and construct different things. 


