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PHONICS 

INFORMATION



What is phonics?

Phonics is a way of teaching 

children how to read and write. 

It helps children hear, identify and 

use different sounds that 

distinguish one word from 

another in the English language.



Terminology 

Term Definition 

Phoneme A phoneme is the smallest unit of speech. When we 

teach reading we teach children which letters 

represent those sounds. For example – the word ‘hat’ 

has 3 phonemes – h/a/t. 

Grapheme A grapheme is a letter or a number of letters that 

represent the sounds in our speech. A grapheme will 

be the letter or letters that represent a phoneme. 

Grapheme-

phoneme 

correspondence 

(GPC) 

The relationship between sounds and the letter or 

letters that represent that sound. 



Terminology 

Term Definition 

Digraph A digraph is a 2 letter grapheme e.g. /ch/ in chip. 

Trigraph A trigraph is a 3 letter grapheme e.g. /igh/ in high. 

Single letter 

sound

A single letter sound is a 1 letter grapheme e.g. /h/ in 

hat. 

Common 

exception word 

(CEW) or a 

tricky word 

These are words that cannot be sounded out using the 

phonics learned in a particular phase. Children will 

learn the phonetic rules of some of these words later 

in the year or in later year groups.  The emphasis is on 

letter names opposed to letter sounds when talking 

about these words. 



Terminology 

Term Definition 

Blending Blending is the process of pushing sounds together in 

a word. Children are taught to sound out words and 

then push the sounds together into a recognisable 

word. 

Segmenting Segmenting is the process of separating sounds in 

words. Children are taught to listen and isolate sounds 

in words. They are then taught to represent those 

sounds in letters.  This is the process of spelling. 

Pure sound Pronouncing each letter sound clearly and distinctly 

without adding additional sounds to the end e.g. ‘f ’ 

not ‘fuh’. 



An example of GPC

(grapheme-phoneme correspondence) 



Phonics can be a bit confusing…

Apron

Rain

Day

Make

They

Veil

Weigh

Straight

A

All of these words have the same sound  (ai) but are represented by different graphemes.



Phonics 

Programme at St 

Michael’s

At St Michael’s C of E Primary School, 

our aim is for each and every child to 

become a competent reader, who can 

access the full school curriculum and 

takes pleasure in reading and writing. 

To achieve this, we teach phonics using 

a systematic, synthetic phonics approach 

that has been adapted from the Letters 

and Sounds programme to ensure that 

the children cover all the sounds and 

alternative spellings they need to learn 

to meet the requirements of the 2013 

revised National Curriculum. 



Phonics Programme at St Michael’s

Phonics teaching across the EYFS and KS1 classes is taught 
through a highly structured programme of daily lessons, with 
high expectations of all learners, a variety of different learning 
activities, the opportunity to revisit previous learning and also 

practise and apply new learning. 

Every phonics lesson follows the same structure as outlined in 
this diagram, with the addition of follow up activities that can be 
either child-initiated through the continuous provision or adult 

led. The lessons provide children with consistency and they 
know what to expect. This consistency helps to build the 

children’s confidence with their learning of phonics. 



Phonics 

Programme at St 

Michael’s

Phase 6 Taught in Year 2

Phase 5 Taught in Year 1

Phase 4 Taught in Reception & Year 1

Phase 3 Taught in Reception

Phase 2 Taught in Reception 

Phase 1 Taught in Reception 



Phase 1 - Reception

In the first half of the Autumn Term, the children will begin their phonics learning by taking part in different games 

that develop their listening skills. This is referred to as Phase 1 and is arranged under 7 different aspects.

Listening skills are vital for later phonics learning as children need to be able to hear the sounds in words to be 

successful writers. 

By the end of Phase 1, children will have had the opportunity to: 

Listen attentively 

Enlarge their vocabulary 

Speak confidently to adults and other children 

Discriminate different sounds including phonemes 

Reproduce audibly the phonemes they hear in words 

Orally segment words into phonemes 



Phase 2 - Reception

✓ Grapheme-phoneme correspondence is introduced - matching the 
sound to the letter

✓ Segmenting (breaking words into different sounds) and blending 
(putting individual sounds together) begins. 

✓ Children can start to read and write a range of CVC words. 

✓ Children will learn the first 19 most commonly-used letters and sounds 
that they make. 

✓ They will start to read and write a range of common exception words 
(those that are not phonetic e.g. the). 



Phase 2

Sounds taught: 

s/a/t/p/i/n/m/d/g/o/c/k/ck/e/u/r/h/b/f/ff/l/ll/ss/

Common exception words to read: to – the – no – go – I (5)



Phase 3 - Reception

✓ Another 25 graphemes are introduced, including consonant 

digraphs (e.g. sh), vowel digraphs (ai) and trigraphs (igh). 

✓ At this stage, the children are taught one spelling for each phoneme 

e.g. /ai/ for snail and not the /ay/ spelling for play but can now 

represent 42 phonemes with a grapheme. 

✓ The children continue to learn an increasing number of common 

exception words that are expected to be read and spelled correctly. 



Phase 3

Sounds taught: j/v/w/x/y/z/zz/qu/ch/sh/th/ng/ai/ee/igh/oa 

/oo/oo/ar/or/ur/ow/oi/ear/air/ure/er/

Common exception words to read: he – she – we – me – be – was –

my – you – they – here – all – are – the – to – go – do – said – has 

– I – is – of (21) 

Common exception words to spell: the – to – no – go – I – a – do –

said – has – is – he – she – was – my – of (15) 

As reading progress is typically faster than 

progress in writing, up until Phase 4, children 

are expected to be able to read a greater 

number of common exception words than spell 

them. 

From Phase 5, children are expected to be able 

to read and spell the common exception words 

listed below.



Phase 4 – Reception & Year 1

✓ When children are confident in Phase 3, they continue into Phase 

4 where they start to read and spell words containing adjacent 

consonants e.g. went, help and from. 

✓ There are no new sounds taught in this phase, but children recap all 

previous sounds and write and read CVCC, CCV, CCVC, 

CCVCC, CCCVC and CCCVCC words. 

✓ Children typically start to learn Phase 4 at the end of Reception 

and into Year 1. 



Phase 5 –Year 1

✓ It is expected that children will start Phase 5 after the October half term when 

they are in Year 1. 

✓ This phase broadens their knowledge of graphemes and phonemes for use in 

reading and spelling. 

✓ The children develop their understanding of the previous phases and recognise 

there are different graphemes that can represent previously taught phonemes 

for example /ay/ in play, /ai/ in snail, /a-e/ in snake and /a/ in acorn. 

✓ The children continue to learn an increasing number of common exception 

words that are expected to be read and spelled correctly. 



Phase 5

Sounds taught: ay/oy/ea/a-e/i-e/o-e/u-e/e-e/ /ou/ch/ir/ue/ew/y/ 

aw/au/ow/oe/wh/c/g/ph/ea/ie/tch/ear/are/ve/ore/nk/a/e/i/o/u/

Common exception words (to read and spell): 

today, says, were, his, we, so, by, here, there, where, love, come, some, one, once, 

ask, friend, school, put, push, full, pull, house, are, old, cold, gold, hold, told, 

both, Mr, Mrs, fast, last, past, grass, pass, class (38)



Phase 6 –Year 2

✓ Children typically start Phase 6 when entering Year 2. This phase develops a variety of 

spelling strategies including word specific spellings e.g. see/sea, spelling of words with 

prefixes and suffixes, doubling and dropping letters where necessary.  

✓ Children should be able to read most words accurately, in age appropriate books, 

without overtly sounding and blending, and sufficiently fluently to allow them to focus 

on their understanding rather than on decoding individual words. 

✓ The children continue to learn an increasing number of common exception words 

that are expected to be read and spelled correctly. 



Phase 6

Sounds taught: y-igh/dge and ge-j/gn-n/kn-n/wr-r/le-l/el-l/al and il-l/eer-ear/

ture-cher/mb-m/al-or/o-u/ey-ee/war-wor/wor-wur/s-zh/wa-wo/qua-quo/tion-shun/

Common exception words: door, floor, poor, because, find, kind, mind, behind, child, children, 

wild, climb, most, only, every, everybody, even, great, break, steak, pretty, beautiful, after, plant, 

path, father, Christmas, hour, move, prove, improve, sure, sugar, eye, could, would, should, who, 

whole, any, many, clothes, busy, people, water, half, again, money, parents, our (50)



D I S P L AY  S Y S T E M

P H A S E  2  

&

P H A S E  3



DISPLAY SYSTEM
P H A S E  5 - Y E A R  1

(Alternative spellings are introduced)

The colour of the star represents the 

phoneme (sound). 

Therefore, you can see there are three 

yellow stars showing the different 

graphemes (groups of letters) for that 

phoneme /ai/. 



DISPLAY 

SYSTEM

Phase 6 sounds –Year 2



Phonics Screening Check (Year 1) 
The Phonics Screening Check is a statutory assessment set by the 

Department of Education. It measures children’s phonics skills to read words.  

The phonics screening check is taken individually by all children in Year 1 in 

England, and is usually taken in June. It can help to identify whether a child 

needs additional support in phonics so that they do not fall behind. This is of 

course just one of many assessments available to staff at St Michael’s and class 

teachers regularly assess and monitor the children’s progress throughout the 

year. 

The phonics screening check is split into two sections and contains 40 

words. The check is not a vocabulary test and therefore nonsense (pseudo) 

words are included. These are presented to the children with an alien and 

they are required to decode the word as they would an unfamiliar word in a 

reading book. 



Reading books at St Michael’s

At St Michael’s we have a structured reading scheme which includes a wide 
range of fiction and non-fiction books from different publishers. Each book is 

placed in a coloured book band which indicates its level of difficulty from 
Lilac to Dark Red.

All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2, and some children in Years 3 to 6, 
have a reading book which they take home every day. Children will make 
faster progress when someone at home listens to them read and talks about 

their understanding of what they have read. In school we read with as many 
children as we can during the school day.

The point at which your child is ready to move up a band depends on the 
fluency with which they can read a banded book and how well they 

understand the text. Generally, a teacher will want to know that a child is 
secure and confident in a band before moving them on. It’s also important to 

bear in mind that not all bands are of equal size. 



Reading books at St Michael’s

The book banded books that are sent home have been carefully 

analysed by school staff to ensure they match the phase of phonics 

teaching and learning. As we value working in partnership with 

families to support child’s reading at home, we have started to write a 

prompt sheet for the inside cover of some of the books. 

The prompt sheets include some of the focus phonics sounds, the 

common exception words that are in the book, any topic or challenge 

words that cannot be sounded out, as well as a prompt for adults on 

how to segment words to support children with their blending. 



RESOURC ES  

TO HELP  YOU

We will be sharing a video showing you the song and 

corresponding action for the Phase 2 sounds. 

We are currently creating a video with Phase 3 sounds/actions. 



Resource s  to  he lp  

you

We will be sharing a pdf document outlining 

the action, formation, song and an example 

word list for Phase 2 sounds. 

We use the Nelson Handwriting Scheme at

St Michael’s to teach handwriting.

If you would like this, or any other 

resources, printed please do let Mr Lindars know 

and he’ll be more than happy to print them off

for you.  



Resource s  to  he lp  

you

Click the link below to be taken to a video showing 

you how to pronounce the different phonics sounds 

correctly.

Click here for the video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc

