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School News
Summer Term - 2022
Welcome to the summer term edition of School News.
There’s been lots going on this term for the children to tell
you about. As well as two school productions, we were
visited by a travelling theatre company. Our Year 5 and 6
sports leaders were instrumental in the development of this
term’s KS2 Football World Cup and a sports taster
afternoon,and Sports Day is back. We have had a number
of visitors, including three student teachers from Zurich who
travelled to London with Year 1 and joined Year 6 on their
tour of Oxford. Among other activities, Year 3 took part in
the Festival of Voices, Reception visited the Islamic Centre
and the Ashmolean Museum and Year 5 spent the night at
Hill End. The PTA have also been busy this term with
discos, the International Evening and the end of term Summer Shindig. We end with poetry. Read on…
May pole dancing
We got to wear whatever we
wanted like a big dress then it
was time to go to the May pole
dance. So we all got ready. We
went first so we all went into a
circle the we all danced. We
went in and out then in and out.
Then it was all of the other
classes that danced. Year 4 was
my favourite. The parents took
videos and photos and that was the end. Lexi, Year 2
Violin Concert
At the end of term, our class Year 4 played a violin concert, it was hosted in the hall. The first song we
played was At the Ballet, the second tune we played was Witches Brew. The third song we played was There
Was a Pirate, the fourth song was Cowboy Song. The last song was Orcs Trolls and Goblins.
To play a tune using a violin you must have the
violin tuned or the song will sound wrong. The
way we find out if our violin is out of tune is by
playing Eek Goes the Ant. Eek Goes the Ant
helps us know if our violins are out of tune,
because in Eek Goes The Ant you pluck every
note.
I think it was really fun! I really enjoyed playing
every tune, because it feels like I’m really good
at the violin and don’t forget if you’re playing it
you can still hear it. In conclusion, we really
enjoyed playing violin this year and we think the
younger children would love to do it too and
maybe enjoy it as much as we did! Lili, Year 4
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Festival of Voices

On Monday the 20th of June 2022, Year 3 went to the Festival of Voices to sing at Dorchester Abbey with
most of the class.
The children came to school and they had to bring a packed tea, tea (not lunch) tea as in dinner! When they
got to school, they had a normal morning, but then they got to have an early lunch and so did the school.
After break, Year 3 came into their classroom so they could get ready to go, but they did the register first.
Then Year 3 went in small groups to the loo. When everyone had been to the loo, they all got their home
time things like they were going home. But instead of going home, they went on a coach which was waiting
outside the school to go to the Festival of Voices.
I felt super excited but a bit nervous and Lydia felt excited and a bit nervous as well. The coach ride was
half an hour, and Lydia and I had a lot of fun on the coach but probably not as much fun as we did at the
Abbey.
Once we got to the Abbey, we met the conductor, Kevin Stannard. He was a very good conductor and we
had to practise the songs for two hours! We practised all the songs and here are some names of them: 'The
World in Union', 'Believe', 'Tinga Layo', 'This Train', 'Mango Walk', 'Joseph's Coat' and lots more songs to
sing. After that, we were all very tired and my throat was sore and Lydia's throat was a bit sore too and so
was everyone's so we got to have our packed tea. We, all of our friends and the other schools that came to
the Festival ate our tea outside.
After food, we all went to the loo before the performance and so did the other schools. Lydia and I were a
bit nervous about the performance. We all went back into the Abbey and got into our spaces that we were in
before. The order went from youngest to oldest so St Michael's were at the front of everyone. Then the
conductor came into the Abbey. We had a band and there were 4 people one played violin, one played
drums, one played guitar and one played piano. After 10 more mins all the mums and dads, brothers and
sisters came in too. I felt super excited and at the same time I felt super nervous and my friend Lydia felt
super, super, super, super nervous.
Then we started singing to our parents. The first song we sang was Joseph's Coat and then we sang World
in Union then Believe and so many more songs. After we had finished singing, we got to go and see our
parents and all of them were super proud of us.
We went back outside and I was feeling super proud of us and Lydia and I felt tired. We all collected our
things and then our parents came out to meet us in the garden outside of the Abbey. Once they had picked
us up with our stuff they took us home but some people got to get something like a pencil and teddy and a
pen if their parents bought them. I got a teddy and Lydia did not get anything because she was too busy
and was not allowed to get anything. We did not go on the coach again that is why we bought our stuff with
us. And then we went home. It was the best day ever for all of us.
Mrs Owen bought us all a pencil even the children who couldn't come. Ellie and Lydia, Year 3

From Miss Billingham:
Mr Da Costa, Mrs Buchanan and I were quite surprised when we discovered that we had to sing too. Luckily,
Mr Da Costa and Mrs Buchanan are very musical... and I was there too. It was a great joy to be back at the
festival (I last took a class in 2007 I think although it may have been even earlier than that!) The children
were beautifully behaved and Mrs Buchanan had taught them all the songs brilliantly!
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School Disco
We danced to music and there were drinks like apple juice. We listened to
Can’t Stop the Feeling by Justin Timberlake. There were a lot of people
from KS1. We did the conga dance. They picked us up and carried us
around. We jumped off benches. It was fun. William, Year 2
On Thursday the 23rd of June, after school, some of us went to the school
disco (at 6:00 in the evening). The school disco was held in the hall. At the school disco, in the Year 3
classroom, parents and children could get drinks.
When you were in the hall some people chatted, danced, had drinks and listened to the songs. One of the
songs was `Let It Go'’ from Frozen the movie. The Year 6 children got to request some of the songs. The
school disco lasted an hour and a half.
At the disco, we had some snacks. The snacks were some crisps.
At the school disco, you could wear any clothes you wanted (not school clothes).
The school disco happened because the PTA made it happen. It was colourful because the DJ had flashing
disco lights. We were a bit nervous but we enjoyed it. Going to the school disco was exciting! Amy and
Bryony, Year 3
First I placed my bottle on a bench, I was a bit shy at first but then Kodie got me into it. Kodie asked the DJ
to play Believer but the DJ heard wrong and played I’m a Believer instead which made Kodie upset for a
while. Three quarters of the way through the disco the PTA (parent and teacher association) gave us some
crisps. I chose first and got some for Kodie.
The DJ was cool, I tried to ask for a song but he did not have it. The song I asked for was Dance Monkey.
It is one of my favourite songs.
The disco ended at 8pm, when my parents picked me up I told them all about it. I told them that Kodie was
really kind and helped me. Ben, Year 5
On the 23rd of June lots of people came back to school to have the traditional school DISCO where the DJ,
Charles aka DJ Hero played a song called Firework and lots of others and I tried to get Ben to dance,
eventually he did! Taran’s dad bought me a carton of orange juice then we found out that Izzy was giving
out free glow sticks. Taran then appeared, got a glow stick and we played STAR WARS.
After that, I went up to DJ Hero and asked for him to play Believer by Imagine Dragons but instead he put
I’m a Believer on I was sad but Ben cheered me up. Kodie, Year 5
Roman Workshop
On 29th of April, Year 3 took part in a Roman Workshop. We had a visitor from the Oxford
Museum who taught us lots of things. It was very interesting and exciting.
Our visitor dressed Elliott up as a Roman soldier and this is what you need to do!
First, you wear a woollen tunic. Then, you wear two shoulder plates and a metal chest plate
on top. Next, you wear leather sandals and carry a shield, the shield you also use as groin
protection and you finish your look with a helmet on your head! It was very funny seeing
Elliot as a soldier; she looked fabulous but it was very heavy!
When you are in the Roman army you have a set of commands. You say,
“Sin, dex.” as you march because that means left, right but in Latin. Latin
is the Roman language. It is a very sophisticated language and most
Roman enemies couldn’t understand it.
The lady showed us Roman artifacts. It was amazing because they were
all found in Oxford. We were allowed to hold them all except the coins
because they would slowly degrade in the open air. We found it all very
interesting.
The lady selected six people to represent a different type of job people
did. There was a farmer, a rich lady, a poor lady, a rich man and a poor
man. They all wore different types of clothing although they all had a similar base.
What we enjoyed - we took a survey!
Top: When Elliot dressed up
2nd: When we learned about different types of Roman people
3rd : Marching
We recommend this workshop to next year’s Year 3! Henry, Anna and Toby
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Year 5 visit an ice cream parlour

Visit to the JR Hospital
On Tuesday 12th July, the Year Six class went on a trip to the JR Hospital to watch the MRI scanner in
action and listen to an interactive talk about the brain by researcher Daniel Kor. We went to learn more
about our brains and how they work, and how it controls our body.
We arrived in the morning, after about a fifteen-minute walk, and we were split into two groups. My group
went to the talk first, whilst the others went to look at the MRI scanner. Daniel Kor spoke to us about what
our brains look like and which parts of our brains control which parts of our body. He allowed us to ask
questions at different points whilst he was explaining. His job was to examine people’s brains and study
what the brain is composed of, and how many different neurons and brain cells there are in separate
people’s brains. He got the brains he studied from people who had passed away and donated their brain to
science. The brains were sliced up, and he would study them under a microscope. He also spoke about the
condition that Stephen Hawking had: Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (AMS), a disease that affects the nerve
cells in your brain and spinal cord, resulting in loss of muscle control. He was well known for this because
most people only survive a few years with this but Stephen Hawking managed to survive much longer whilst
suffering with it, though it is still unclear exactly how he managed this.
Once we had finished listening to the talk we went into the room with the MRI scanner. One of their
colleagues had volunteered to go inside the machine to have their brain scanned. They had to keep very still
in the machine because if they moved the picture could be ruined. They were also not supposed to have any
metal on them, because the machine used a magnet that would pull any piece of metal away from them.
The first picture was a very basic photograph of the brain, and the second one was more detailed but it took
longer to take the picture. The person then did certain activities whilst still in the scanner (such as tapping
their finger, humming a song or doing a maths question) and the photograph showed which parts of the
brain were activating, by covering that small section in red marks.
Overall, I think the trip was very interesting as I learnt a lot of new things about the brain I did not know
before we went on the trip. I also learnt a few intriguing facts, one being that you have more neurons in
your brain than there are stars in the galaxy. I think the trip was definitely worth it and the people there
were very good at explaining and displaying everything. Genevieve, Year 6
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Geography Trip around Marston
In the summer term, we went on a Geography trip and took pictures of our local area
in Marston we did this because we wanted to know more about our local area and it’s
qualities.
I will now tell you about it.
Firstly, we walked around taking notes & pictures of our local area.
Secondly, we went down to see places used for hospitality, commercial & leisure.
I really enjoyed the walk, we walked past Jack Straws Lane! We saw so many sights
unknown to me!
Overall, I would recommend it to others, since I enjoyed it and I think if you tried it
you would love it. Leif, Year 4
Young Art Oxford Exhibition at the Ashmolean
Alastair: We walked to the museum to see the art. My painting
was dinosaur eggs in the nest.
Sylvie: My painting was a fairyland. There was a fairy castle and
the fairies lived in mushrooms.
Eve: I liked the painting with the rainbows. Reception

Extra Maths
Members of year 5 have been going to extra maths sessions throughout the school year. There are also
pupils from Year 4 who do the same. It couldn’t have happened without Rosa’s parents, Ludo’s mum and
Maya’s mum, who teach the extra maths. Ludo, me, Rosa, Maya and Joshua go to it on Thursdays after a
different session for younger pupils. It takes place in the head teacher’s office (Mrs Owen).
Every week we would go down to the office. We were given notebooks to write our calculations in. Some
weeks we would do different subjects - for a few weeks we worked on angles - but usually we would just
work on a maths booklet with varying questions in. When Ludo’s mum came in, she would usually bring in a
game called arithmanix. It is a maths related card game, where you have to think of the simplest calculation
to get to a two digit number, but you can only use each operator once! I found it a lot of fun.
Altogether, I liked how the lessons tested my mind in multiple ways and I would like to continue them. They
taught me new methods to figure out calculations & added to my knowledge of maths. I also enjoyed how
we studied subjects we wouldn’t usually do in class, such as logic questions. One of them goes like this:
there are four children who want to cross a bridge. They have 17 minutes to do so. Each of them takes
different time to cross (1 minute, 2 minutes, 5 minutes & 10 minutes) and up to two can cross at a time.
They have to relay a lantern between them and without it you cannot cross (with or without another
person). They all have to cross. Can you figure it out? Sam, Year 5

Islamic Centre Mosque Visit
Otis: I learned that Muslims have different
writing to us. I also liked the fountain.
Rachel: I didn't know there were different
coloured Qurans (the different colours
related to the different translations
/languages).
Benji: The person who showed us around
had a Quran. It had English on one side and
Arabic on the other. She was still learning
Arabic.
Reception
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St Michael’s vs St Nicholas Chess Tournament
We packed our stuff then left, it was very exciting we finally went
inside and I sat down. Then I started playing my first match.
I was white I moved my horse/knight to A3 I won the match!
I lost my next match then on my next my first move was C3 I won
that match too.
Finally they announced St Nicolas won the tournament! They won
the tournament but it was okay because I had a great time at the
chess tournament! Luke, Year 3
On Friday 1st of July the St Michael’s chess club went to St Nicholas School to compete in a chess
tournament. The winning school would get medals and a plaque to keep in their school for a year. Everyone
was excited for the day to arrive and even though we thought we weren’t going to win, we kept going
anyway. Sophia, Hafwen, Mila and I were the only girls from our school in the tournament.
It was really smelly when we got to the sports hall. Our school had to play chess in the key stage one area,
so the toilets were also really low! So low that tall people could see in the stalls from above!
When we all got seated down, a lady from St Nicholas started to tell us how it was going to work and what
the rules were. They also told us that we couldn’t help the opponent. We got a five-minute break between
each match. The first opponent I got put up with was called Iris, she was quite nice and I thought I was
going to beat her. (Clearly I was wrong.) She put me in a position where I had no other choice but to resign.
One match lost. I got put up against two other opponents. One checkmate and another resign. Finally, I got
put up against the last opponent. She didn’t really know that many techniques so it was easy to pin her
down. I checkmated her with the ‘Battering Ram’ manoeuvre and at least won once in four matches. St
Michael’s lost the tournament and we were all disappointed. We did have fun, though. Elise, Year 5
Fire Service Visit
I was very excited to be in a fire truck again. When I was two I went in a
fire truck. But let’s carry on. It turns out I was going in the fire truck at the
end which was fine with me. But after a few things they got a call! The said
goodbye and left like a flash of lightning. Pooff! They were gone. I didn’t
expect that to happen. There must have been an emergency, like a car
accident or… a fire and a cat stuck up a tree but of course other things too.
Carolyn, Year 2

Fire Engine by Adon, Year 2
Noah: I like the water. It was cool.
Josh: The hoses were very powerful, they could blow you away!
Fraser: The driving wheel in the fire engine was very big. Reception
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Oliver Twist
The second play I watched in Year 4 was Oliver Twist. We watched it in the hall. We watched it because it
was good for our education, and it was fun. Oliver Twist was performed by real actors. We have watched
something like it before but it was Beauty and the Beast. There were lots of characters in the play but only
four actors which means they changed really quickly!
The actors got ready while we were in class working. We walked into the hall and I sat next to Amina and
Amber, Amber’s brother sat behind us. In front of us there was a board with a painting of a gate on it. The
gate had lots of patterns on it and the patterns spelt Oliver Twist. To change the scene they had lots of
boards and they also had sheets with even more paintings on them that they could attach to the back of the
boards.
The story was about a boy with a poor family so his family gave him to an orphanage where the people who
looked after the kids were really strict. He escaped the orphanage and went to a shop where someone saw
him and brought him to a group of people who helped him find his grandpa.
Watching Oliver Twist was a lot of fun and I would recommend it. I had enjoyed it so much that I was upset
when we had to leave. Everyone else had just as much fun as I did. I loved Oliver Twist and it was so fun to
watch. I would recommend watching it. Sara, Year 4
Peter Pan – Year 3 and 4 Production
On Tuesday, Year 3 and 4 performed the production of
Peter Pan and the whole school came to watch. On
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday we did it for the
parents. The parents had to get tickets if they wanted
to come to watch the amazing performance.
There were pirates and fairies, elves, mermaids, wild
warriors and there was a shadow and there was also
the Darling family and of course Peter Pan! We
dressed up and had face paint; the fairies even had
sparkles and the pirates had beards! Year 3 and 4 had
a blast!
There were eight scenes. Each scene had a group of
characters but in scene eight (last scene) everyone
was on stage singing ‘It’s a good life’ and we would
come on in lines in groups of characters as we sung
our parts of the song. We all absolutely loved dressing
up and performing for everyone! Grace, Year 3
Year 4 and Year 3 did a play of the story of Peter Pan. We did
this because it was fun and also this gives everyone in Year 4
or 3 had an opportunity to act and sing in front of a full
audience. We did the musical in the hall on the stage.
First everyone got changed into their costumes and put their
makeup on while an overture played and the audience came
in. Then the first scene started it was when Mr Darling can’t
find his cufflinks and Wendy, Michael and John were playing a
made-up game and Mr Darling was angry. Next Tinkerbell
finds the shadow. Then Wendy wakes up to see Peter Pan
and Tinkerbell, so she wakes up John and Michael and they
fly away to Neverland where they meet the lost boys and the
wild warriors. Then they defeat the pirates including Captain
James Hook and fly back home.
Personally, I think doing a play has improved my confidence massively and I like singing and acting now and
I feel like a lot of people feel the same. Also, I think the parents and everyone who was watching really
enjoyed it. I think everyone loved the play, the actors, the teachers and the audience. We all loved the
story, and my favourite part was the songs. I learned how to project my voice and act. Ella, Year 4
Everyone was excited and nervous and deciding what characters we wanted to be. A lot of people got to be
what they wanted to be because they were the only ones who signed up and auditioned well. We did this
because we wanted to develop our skills of performing, singing, acting, projecting our voices and spending
time with the Year 3’s to get to know them better.
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Firstly, we learnt about the characters and how
they acted. Some people had never heard of
Peter Pan so it gave them ideas. Secondly, we did
auditions. We were taken out of class in groups of
who we wanted to be. Finally, when we got
chosen, we would practise our lines over and over
again and would learn all the songs (Peter Pan is
a musical).
I was the only one to sign up as Mr Smee and I
did well in my audition, so I got the role. I loved
practising and learning the songs. The best bit is
when we get to do a dress rehearsal with the
props because it made it easier and more
understandable. Sometimes it was confusing, but
it was mostly fun.
Everyone did really well and had fun. We performed the play 4 times and the adults loved it as much as we
did. It was hard work, but we enjoyed it very much. Emily, Year 4
Everyone worked really hard and we all put lots
of effort into it. Almost every day we had
practice and sometimes in our super costumes.
The costumes were brilliant and very realistic.
First, the Darling children flew away to
Neverland with Peter and went to Neverland
Forest, saw the Lost Boys and Wild Warriors.
Secondly, the pirates came with evil Captain
Hook and funny Mr Smee. Peter showed
Wendy the Mermaids and grumpy Tinkerbell
was very angry at Wendy for being with Peter.
Thirdly, Captain Hook and the Pirates had a
sword fight with Peter and the Lost Boys, but
the crocodile came to eat Captain Hook so he
ran away. Then everyone flew back to London.
I think everyone enjoyed it and props and costumes were a real masterpiece. Everyone remembered their
lines and everything went to plan. The songs were catchy and some people sang solos and duets which was
lovely. My favourite bit of the play is when Peter Pan and Captain Hook have sword fights or are menacing
to each other. There was a massive random applause and everyone was very proud.
I think it was good for children to have a change of so many lessons and learn to start working together.
Lots of people in Year 4 love doing plays singing and acting so it was a good thing to do. Lucy, Year 4
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Scheherazade
Years 5 and 6 enjoyed working on and performing the story of Scheherazade
as the end of year production this summer. Year 5 began learning the songs,
while Year 6 auditioned for parts. Once the parts were decided, the Year 6’s
began to learn their lines. After a lot of practising separately, we started
coming together to sing the songs. Then, we rehearsed sections of the play.
There were some leftover, smaller parts that were given to a few of the Year
5’s, such as the Sultan’s henchman, the robbers in the story of Ali Baba and
the fish in the Stone King. The teachers chose children from Year 5 for these
parts. The robbers were given black masks and the fish were given special
headdresses that the children in art club made with Mrs Buchanan. The
Sultan’s henchman had fans to cool the king down with.
Some of the actors in Year 6 had solos to sing, and most used the
microphone. Often there were extra singers with the soloists so that everyone
could definitely hear. We practised the play lots, often all afternoon, and
occasionally all day.
We did our first performance at 1:45 on Monday 4th June to the rest of the school. It was very fun, and it
was exciting to perform in front of a proper audience. The next performance was to the parents the next
day, at 1:30. It was a bit more nerve-wracking, but still very enjoyable. The third and final performance was
at 6 o’clock on Wednesday. Lots of parents who worked afternoons came to watch it, so we had a bigger
audience than the day before. Luckily, it all went smoothly, and no-one forgot their lines.
Overall, rehearsing and then putting all that hard work into the performance paid off. Everyone enjoyed it
and it was fun working up to it, practising and rehearsing.
We hope to do another performance next year, and hopefully it will be just as good. Grace, Year 5
One of the highlights of the play was the scene with the genie and the fisherman. The genie had a comical
role with a song and humorous and evil lines. Another highlight of mine was in the scene of the poor old
man where the six people were fighting about how they had killed someone and said things like,” You didn't
kill him, we killed him first!” which was amusing.
This production was really helpful, teaching me multiple things, for example, throwing your voice so
everyone can hear, gesturing, and projecting your voice as you sing.
This production turned out to be a great success, with comedy (making laughter ripple through the hall) and
beautiful songs. Katie, Year 6
My contribution to the play was acting as Chief Thief and singing in the chorus. The highlight of my
experience was when I helped make props and bring in costumes. I really enjoyed it when I was watching
other people get into character and changing their voices.
If I was an audience member, I would think that Year 5 and 6 have worked extremely hard in putting this
play on. I would also think that the singing was at the right level of volume and the speech was perfect. I
think that the actors did really well and they learnt their lines perfectly.
My overall impression of the play was that it went exceptionally well and that everyone learnt everything
they needed to. I loved the play and I think all the hard work that everyone put in paid off. Evie, Year 6
Scheherazade is about an evil spell casted on a Sultan, who kills every wife he has, but Scheherazade is very
clever and starts a story every night but does not finish it so the Sultan will want to hear the rest. After 1001
nights Scheherazade runs out of stories to tell, but the evil spell cast on the Sultan is lifted.
First, Year 5 and 6 practised songs separately and after a couple weeks we all went into the Year 6
classroom and practised songs together. Then once we had practised a little bit together, we moved into the
hall to practise the singing and Year 6’s lines. We did this most afternoons until we only had around 2 weeks
left and started to practise every afternoon. Soon it was time for the dress rehearsal and we only had a few
days. Before everyone knew it, it was time to perform the real thing in front of the school. There was
makeup and face paint being applied, it was all getting quite exciting.
Some other characters who were in Year 5 were Rosa, Ben and Taran who were thieves and the fish were
Grace, Imogen, Jessica and Stan. They chose Arjun and Kodie to be the servants for the Sultan. The fish got
fish hats made in art club and wore them to show they were fish. The thieves got masks to wear and they
had to crawl through a cave. Renee, Year 5
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Year 1 visit the Tower of London
First, we went onto the light white coach. A few minutes
later Elias vomited. Then we got off the coach and went
to the Tower of London. Joy flooded through my body as
I entered Super Bloom. Next, I partnered with Noah and
went with our group down to Super Bloom. Finally, we
got back on the coach. On the coach I felt sick for the
first time. Then we went back home. Isaac
First we got on the coach it was the 20th June. Me and
Elise drew a picture and coloured them in. Next, we got
to London and saw Super Bloom and then we saw the
Crown Jewels. Finally, we went back on the coach and
saw the London Eye and London Bridge and went back to
school. I walked home with Elise. Matilda F
On Monday we went to London and it was really fun. We
got off the coach at the Tower of London. We saw the
Crown Jewels and Super Bloom and it was amazing.
Finally, we got back on the coach and came back to
school. Owen
Oxford City Tour
Year Six organised a tour for three Swiss teachers. The tour was based on Oxford
city centre and took place on Thursday, 23rd June. Year Six walked down the
canal towpath to Jericho and then to University Parks. We had the role of being
tour guides because we wanted to tell the Swiss teachers information about
Oxford and we learned a lot too.
I found some facts really interesting, for example the way Oxford Castle was built
and the different styles of architecture that have been invented over the years. It
was also really helpful seeing the buildings with so much interesting history in
person and, for example, seeing Oxford Castle and imagining Matilda crossing the
river to seek refuge.
Another immensely joyful time in the tour was having a break in Christ Church
Meadow while we played frisbee - occasionally flying over the fence. After some more walking, Mrs Hastings
told us to stop. When she came back, she had two bags of delicious ice cream. Then we went to University
Parks where the Swiss teachers taught us a game.
This trip was a great success: the Swiss teachers were fascinated by the architecture and marvellous facts
and the history we told them about at each destination. It was also lovely eating lunch after a lot of
walking. Katie, Year 6
Our class had a great time when we took our Swiss visitors (Mr. Schwartz, Mr. Diggelmann and Mr.
Kirchhofer) on a tour of Oxford. We had been planning this trip for a few weeks and we each had groups to
research with. We took the visitors to places such as: University Parks, Jericho, Oxford city centre and the
canal town path.
My highlight of the factual tour was the Ashmolean Museum because it was full of facts and I like the
architectural structure of the building. I liked the fact that we had been learning about different places in
Oxford and then seeing them on our factual tour in a different aspect. I thought that the story of Queen
Mathilda and Stephen of England was very interesting and going to the castle made me imagine the story
plot.
My other highlight of the trip was when Ms Hastings surprised us by
getting us ice-cream by the Blavatnik building. I also enjoyed it when the
Swiss teachers taught our class a new game: it is called 15:14. It is like
hide-and-seek, with a twist. When we stopped for a break, in Christ
Church Meadow, some people in our class played frisbee.
In conclusion, the tour for our Swiss visitors was a success. The teachers
were thoroughly interested in the facts and stories that our class had told.
In pairs (or more), we were each given a landmark to talk about and the
teachers (in my opinion) learned a lot of interesting facts about our city.
We also learned a variety of new games which we will continue to play
and teach in the future. Evie, Year 6
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PTA’s International Evening

Year Six Bake Off
On Monday 20th June, Year Six at St Michael’s Primary School hosted a class Bake Off to celebrate the end
of the year in a creative way. We also wanted to produce Bake Off Recipe Books to raise money as a legacy
for our class, which was why we worked hard during our English lessons to create a book with all of our
unique recipes.
For the Bake Off, I worked with Sofia to create a salted caramel cheesecake which we had had for my 11th
birthday and really enjoyed (see Year Six Recipe Book). We were originally going to make a raspberry
cheesecake with Genevieve and Maryam, but due to the fact that their timetables did not work with mine
and Sofia’s we split up, them making a raspberry and lemon cheesecake. For me, the highlight of the baking
experience was making one of my favourite cakes with my best friend!
For me, the judging process was well-organised, however it did take a while, as for each bake we had to
find and write the right words that described the appearance, aroma (smell), texture, and taste. The winning
team was Tom and Nihat, who baked an awesome apple pie! The runners up were Elise and Lucy who
craftily created a brilliant Biscoff cake! There were also sponge cakes, cheese cakes, a lemon drizzle cake,
chocolate cakes, millionaire’s shortbread, banana bread, and more, which were all wonderful to taste.
Overall, I really enjoyed the Year Six Bake Off, and the sugar rush I got after that lasted quite a while! I
thought all the creations were spectacular and super, which I believe most of the class would agree with.
Gwen, Year 6

Love Determination Responsibility Respect Kindness Friendship Honesty
We were in 17 groups and had the option to bake independently, in a pair or with a small group. The bakes
were made at home and judged at school by the children - therefore the teacher’s opinions did not matter.
We did it for end of year fun and business enterprise - publishing recipe books.
I was in a pair with Genevieve and we made a raspberry & lemon cheesecake. The highlight of our baking
experience was probably when Genevieve’s cat tried to eat the ingredients or when I kept spilling
everything.
The highlight of the judging process was definitely tasting all the cakes and rating them; no wonder I got a
stomach ache afterwards…
We judged by rating the group/pair/person’s cake by smell, texture, appearance and obviously taste. We
rated the cake out of 10 and added up the points to give a rating out of 40.
In the end, our teacher, Mrs Hastings, tallied all the points out of 40 and revealed the pair that won and the
pair that came second place. First place was Tom and Nihat’s Apple Pie and second place was Elise and
Lucy’s Biscoff Cake. Mariyah, Year 6
On Monday 20th of June, Year Six had a Bake Off to celebrate the end of the Year Six’s time at St Michael’s.
We could work in groups or by ourselves. Most people worked in twos but some worked in bigger groups.
We worked at home and brought the bakes in on Monday, then evaluated half the cakes on Monday and half
on Tuesday. I worked with Michael at my house on Friday and Sunday making a double-layered sponge
cake. We took a large proportion of the time deciding what cake to make and how to make it. We had a
great time learning how to make cake as well as having a really fun time. I think this is a great way to learn
by doing. Dougal, Year 6
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Making Values Banners - Year 5 Silk Painting Workshop
On Wednesday 25th of May 2022, Year 5 had a silk painting
workshop which lasted all morning. The names of the people who
were leading it were Ali & Jo and the company they worked for was
called Artworks.
We started with our silk painting by tracing your hand onto a piece
of paper. After that, we added in different details such as smiley
faces, rainbows and paw prints. When we had finished that we had
to place the silk on top of the drawing, stick it down with masking
tape then trace it onto the silk.
After break, we used guttering to go over the silk drawing when
that was dry and we used water colour to paint inside the guttering.
Soon our art dried and it was turned into a beautiful
banner. Imogen, Year 5
On Wednesday 25th of May two art teachers (Ali and Jo) did an art lesson representing kindness in our class.
First, we sketched around our hand on a squared sheet of paper and drew some designs on the hand. Ali
and Jo told us that we had to only have basic and not detailed designs because it would affect the guttering.
When we had finished our sketch, we were told to make a table out of number blocks to keep the silk in a
frame off the table so the silk wouldn’t get damaged. After that, we traced the hand and design onto the
silk.
Next we added a choice of black or gold guttering, which we would spread around the outline of the hand
and the outline of the designs. However, unfortunately there wasn't enough guttering for each person so
some people had to wait for a while. Ali and Jo said that the guttering would help block the paint from going
through the outline of the hand and designs so it would look neat.
After break the guttering was dry so we started to add water colour and everyone had an amazing coloured
hand with lovely designs. Sadly, the guttering didn’t hold all the water colour so it went through, outside the
hand, but about a month later Ali and Jo had made the silk art into a masterpiece. Stan, Year 5

Reception - printing

Year 3 – tie-dye and
embossing

Year 1 - stencilling

Year 4 – stitching and
embossing

Year 2 - blueprints

Year 6 - felting
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Year 5 camp at Hillend
On Tuesday the 12th of July we went on a residential to Hillend.
I really enjoyed doing crafts and building dens in the forest.
A friendly lady called Meg took all of us up to the forest where we were allowed to build dens, dams, bridges
and lots more. We were even allowed to do crafts with sticks, wool, slices of wood and more. Me and some
of my friends built a den then did some pond dipping (we found some frogs and baby newts) and after that
some crafts. I drew a cat on a slice of wood. We all had a lot of fun that day. Bella
We arrived at Hill End by coach and went into our tents. I was in the frog tent with Andi, Charlotte, Rosa,
Zoe and Elise. I felt a bit scared and cold at the same time in the tent when we were sleeping because of
the bugs in there. There were spiders, beetles and a grasshopper. But it was very special because we got to
play games, try new things and we had lots of fun. Then we changed into our pyjamas and played until it
was time for supper. After supper, we went back into our tents to get some sleep.
The next day, we woke up early, we went for breakfast and I had some frosted flakes. But before we could
play some games, Miss Martin used a big long stick to pull Kayden out of the mud pond when he got stuck.
We were all laughing because it was very funny. Anouk
We had a lot of fun at Hill End. My favourite part was when we were in the forest, because that’s when we
made our den. There were a lot of options for activities, but Rosa, Charlotte, Zoe and I decided to try and
make a waterproof den. As we started building, many other people began to join. But that was what started
… The Stick Wars!
Other people that were creating their own natural structures claimed that we had stolen their workers! But
our group thought that was absurd! Which meant that a war began … We had to protect our den from
them because they started to steal our sticks. Soon enough, we forgot what had started The Stick Wars in
the first place because we were having so much fun … stealing each other’s sticks!
At last, a truce was called and The Stick Wars were officially over! The two building groups settled their
differences and continued their own activities. We finished our waterproof den by covering a wooden
structure with plastic tarp. Melinda, one of our forest tutors, poured water over our den with over eight
people inside. It worked well, however a few people got soaked while some were just splattered lightly.
The activities were very enjoyable - especially The Stick Wars - and I loved my stay at Hill End. Andi
We all really enjoyed the camp, but my favourite part was the den building. We all went to the woods at 10
am. There were lots of different activities to choose from but me and my friends all chose to build a
waterproof den.
First, we found a long branch that stuck out from the tree and made a frame of sticks in the shape of a den.
Then, we built a massive den over it made of bits of old wood and sticks. There were about 15 of us working
all together so this was not too difficult. We next covered it with a tarpaulin (this was very hard as it kept
catching on the sticks) so it was completely waterproof. Then, before we could go inside for the test (this
was where Melinda (our forest tutor) got a bucket of water and poured it over the den with us inside).
Kayden got stuck in the mud! We were all collecting sticks when he put his foot in the mud and got stuck!
Everyone was trying to get to Kayden but Miss Martin got a stick and managed to pull him out. Finally, we
were able to test our den. Luckily it was completely waterproof so no one got wet! All of Hill End was really
fun but I think that was my favourite bit. Rosa
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THE SPORTS PAGES
Sports Taster Afternoon
We were very lucky that Simon and the sports leaders organised a special afternoon for the whole school.
There were a lot of different games and it was fun. We were split into groups of different colours; Nadira
and I were in the blue team. There was a hurdle event and javelin and yoga. Each event was run by either
a mix of adults and children or just a child (Year 6).
We hope that we get a chance to do it again next year. JJ, Nadira, Harry and Ella, Year 3
On Friday the 24th of June most people took part in the school sports afternoon. The afternoon was led by
the sports leaders in Year 6 or trainee sports leaders in Year 5. I had the pleasure of being a trainee sports
leader that helped run football. The sports leader program is an organisation that our P.E teacher set up so
that kids that don't always have people to play with have a fun activity to do at break. They set up games at
lunchtime like dodgeball or parachute.
There were various sports happening on sports afternoon they consisted of:
• Yoga/ gymnastics
• Athletics
• Football
• Basketball
• Tennis
Groups alternate round so they had a try at lots of different activities. But as well as sports the PTA ran a
refreshment stall.
The sports afternoon was a fundraiser for the trainee sports leaders to have money for next year. To raise
money we had a bake sale after school as well as the option for parents to donate. In the end we raised a
total of £500 that will go to sports and play equipment for the school.
In football, we played different games with different groups. We had: some groups do passing or dribbling,
some King of the Ring, some did penalties and some did numbers. In athletics they did: timed running,
javelin and hurdle races. In yoga/gymnastics they had some groups do: gymnastics roles such as teddy bear
roll, forward roll and backward rolls. The groups that did yoga had a Youtube video of Cosmic Kids (a kids’
yoga channel). The basketball group did: killer, King of the Ring (basketball version) and a basketball
match. Finally in tennis they did: bouncing the ball back and forth and trying to catch other people at the
whistle. Charlotte, Year 5
On the afternoon of sports, me, Imogen, Anna-Maria and Elise were lucky enough to lead athletics on the
school field. It was very nice leading a game as I like having a responsibility. There were three different
games like running as fast as you can and Anna-Maria wrote down your scores with Imogen timing, the
second thing was throwing a javelin that Elise was leading and lastly hurdles that I led.
There were five colour teams: pink, yellow, orange, purple and green. We started off with orange and ended
with purple. I found it so special how it was our first time doing an afternoon in sport and I was in it.
However, there wasn’t just athletics there was also football which Elara, Ella, Sumiyah, Charlotte and Ben
did, yoga/gymnastics which Rosa, Orlaith, Gwen and Alesia led, basketball with Asher, Stan, Millie and Ikram
and finally, tennis with Andi and Elise in Year 5.
Before I knew it, it was beginning to come to the end of the day and we had our last team (the purple team)
which was a very nice team who always listened to us when we were doing the hurdles. It finally came to an
end at 3:00 and Simon (our P.E teacher) gathered all the sports leaders and took a photo of us all together.
After that, we were told to collect in all the equipment like the hurdles and I then went to retrieve all of my
home-time stuff ready to go home. Zoe, Year 5
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Sports Day
In the summer term St Michael’s, had sports day. St
Michael’s has sports day so that children who like sports
can compete and to show good sportsmanship and also
for older children to support younger children. It is a day
of fun.
Firstly, one by one, classes joined with their group colour
there was yellow, red, green, blue, orange and white. We
started with a relay and sprint race. Then, we went off
with our colour group to go to a station. After that, it was
time for the scores. The scores were added up by every
single activity. The activities were javelin, hula hooping, speed bounce, hurdles, basketball, tennis skipping
etc.. In the end the green team won.
In my opinion, sports day was fun, exciting, sporty and a bit competitive. I did not do the relay, but I did do
the sprint. The sprint race was quite fun. I thought the whole thing was organised really well. Sports day
encourages children to do sports. I think sports day builds teamwork and communication skills. It gives
children more exercise. Lea, Year 4
Elna: I loved to race and I didn't mind if I didn't win.
Finn: I liked the javelin. My Grandad has a whistling javelin.
Harley: I loved the running. I like the javelin. Reception
Sports Day was my favourite event of the year. It was my favourite because it made me happy. First we
did relay races and sprinting races. I did both. I liked hula hooping and hurdles. The green team won they
got a trophy shaped balloon. But we weren’t sad we also got an award. Sean, Year 2
On Wednesday 29th of June the whole school took part in Sports
Day. There were 12 teams and 6 colours. Each team took part in
different events such as the javelin, basketball and sprint races.
The parents were invited to watch and at the end there were 3
parent races.
My favourite was basketball because it was fun when you tried to
get the ball in the hoop and if you did well you would get a sticker.
At the end everybody came together and announced the winners.
1st place got an inflatable trophy and the winners were green
team. We came 2nd I was orange team. Isaiah, Year 5
Sports Day is an occasion on which the pupils of a school compete in various races and athletic events. The
first thing that happened is that we were sorted into our 12 teams and then they were split into two groups
so that we were able to get the most points possible. Red group A was the group I was in and their first
activity was the hurdles. All you had to do was jump over the hurdles and go to the back of the line. The
next activity was long jump and you had to do the same thing as the hurdles. After that, there was the
standing long jump with Mrs Mundy and you jumped as long as you could and then went to the back of the
line and let the next person do it. Next there was the bean bag throw and you had 6-10 beanbags and you
threw the bean bags in the three hoops. The next activity was hula hooping with Miss Martin and you had a
partner and you hula hooped for as long as you could then handed it to your partner. Then there were the
races and I won one. Finally, there was the parents’ race. They did very well and a young dude won. Then
the scores were counted up and GREEN TEAM won OVERALL. Tycho, Year 5
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Football world cup tournament
In this summer term, the PE and sports teacher (Simon) arranged the mini world cup for St. Michael’s. He
arranged this because he thought it would be fun to do. The teams were: USA, France, Spain, Portugal,
Brazil, England, Japan and Canada.
Firstly, the teams were separated into two different groups. Therefore, they played group stage games. We
did this to see the fixtures for the quarterfinals. In group 1, England was first, then Canada, then Spain and
lastly, USA. In group 2, France was first, then Japan, then Portugal and lastly, Brazil. Also, each team had a
captain.
In my personal opinion, I think that Simon has done a fantastic job and think he should keep it up. Next
time, it would be great if the Year 1’s and 2’s were in it as well. Chinemelum, Year 4
The size of each team were around 8-9 players on each team. The team I was on was Brazil.
Firstly, we had an assembly on sports and Simon (our P.E coach) mentioned a football tournament. Next, he
asked to sign-up at break - me and some of my other friends signed up. The next month, we started to play
matches. After that, the knock-outs began. Finally, the 4 teams that won the knock- outs were Portugal,
England, Spain and France. The team that wins the finals wins the tournament.
My favourite part was playing in matches and having fun with my friends. I think that it was a good idea to
do this because people who like playing football can play in real matches. I signed up because I wanted to
try a new sport, even though I wasn’t very good, I tried and enjoyed it. Alexandra, Year 4
Joining in the football tournament was
not compulsory, and everyone who
wanted to had to sign up with Simon
(the PE teacher). Each team had multiple
people from each year group in Key
Stage Two: three, four, five, and six.
Each team played the other teams twice
and the result gets put in a scorebook.
The referees were: Charlie, Elise, Tom
and Millie – all in Year 6.
My team was USA and my team captain
was Gwen, but then we were doing quite
poorly, so I was swapped to Japan in
place of Sumayah, in Year 5, who is a
very good player, and so my new captain
was Tom. Anna-Maria, Year 6
Every Wednesday and Friday a football match was held and two teams played against each other to gain
points. A loss is 1 point, a draw is 2 and winning is 3. Simon, our P.E teacher, is the referee and Tom and I
are his assistants. Whenever Tom or I have a match the other takes over to help. The reason we did this is
because the World Cup is being held this year (where I used to live, Doha) and it is fun for lots of people to
participate in fair and enjoyable matches.
Each team has 8-9 players and at least three Year 6 pupils. Simon made a rule where at least 2 girls have to
be on the pitch at any time, this is because some people in other schools where he taught say that girls are
not good enough to play football, which is not true! Each team plays 4 matches, then it is the knockout
rounds, then the remaining teams go into the quarter finals then semi-finals and the last two teams go into
the final.
There are many awards like: most goals scored and player of the match. I am the captain of my team and I
enjoy it as there is a lot of responsibility to organise your team and help anyone who is worrying or is hurt.
Charlie, Year 6
Group 1 played on Wednesdays and group 2 played on Fridays. The quarter finals took place on the 13th of
July, the semi-finals and the on 15th of July and the winners of the world cup will win a medal to celebrate
their victory.
A team that were doing well during the tournament: FRANCE. France won one match against Brazil 2-1 and
they drew three games: 2 against Portugal 2-2 and 3-3 and finally they drew with Japan 1-1 which left them
with 9 points. France seemed undefeatable and are doing very well, but my team had issues with winning
but were drawing, which is better than losing. Sumiyah, Year 5
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It was in May when our PE teacher told us that we were going
to have a school world cup football tournament. Then a
couple of days after that he made the teams. I got put in
England with 2 more Year 5 children.
Our first match was against Spain and we lost 5-2 but we
came back because our next game was against U.S.A. I was
captain for that game because our captain, Charlotte, was in
South Africa. I scored 2 goals that game. I scored a goal from
a free kick and scored a penalty so we won 3-1. Our next
game was against Canada. Once again, we won that game 31 as well and then we played Spain again. I know you are
thinking that Spain would win again but we won 3-2 with a
winning goal! Kayden, Year 5 (Kayden’s team, England, got
to the finals, where they were just beaten by France.)
Swimming
At school, we got some amazing news that we are going to go swimming. On Thursdays we do maths then
we get our swimming clothes and head to the coach.
Soon, we arrive at Barton leisure centre. We change into our clothes and go in to the showers. Then, we get
into the pool and start to have fun. Everyone enjoys it.
When we have finished, we climb out and head to the showers, and start to change our clothes. By the time
we have finished changing it is lunch time. So then, EVERY THURSDAY WE DO THE SAME THING AND HAVE
FUN! Musa, Year 5
When we arrive, we pick a partner to go and change with. After that, we go into the swimming pool. One
swimming lesson we had a drowning prevention day, we all brought our pyjamas and went in the pool with
them. It was very hard to swim in pyjamas because the water soaked into the fabric and made us sink. It
was quite fun and useful and we learnt other ways not to drown and to rescue other people. Kiaa, Year 5
Year 6 Football Team – our last match of the year
On Tuesday 13th July 2022, St Michael’s football team travelled to Sandhills school for a friendly game. It
was the last match the St Michael’s football team would play together. As we arrived, we looked at the
opposing team. They had a large squad with a lot of substitutes, but we only had 8 players. Our team
formation was 3-3 at the start of the game and 2-1-3 at the end.
Hayden, Elisha and I - the front three - kept switching around to confuse them. Our team consisted of
Hayden, Elisha, Joseph, Tom, Nihat, Michael, Joe, and myself (Iden). It was a seven-a-side game, 50
minutes long, and on a very dry pitch. Sandhills took the centre at the start. As the starting whistle blew,
their player passed to the player in front of me. I got the ball, started to run - and was immediately fouled.
Not the best start to the game, especially since they scored 3 goals in five minutes directly after. After that,
we started to fight back, creating chances, including a one-on-one with the keeper, where I chipped him but
the ball went just over the bar, and some chances Hayden had which their keeper, Alex, somehow managed
to save. Eventually, the goal came, a well-placed shot that hit the post then went in. We were still trailing
3-1, but we were back in the game.
After half-time, I was subbed off, but we were creating yet more chances, all of which wretchedly came to
nothing. However, we were defending well, with Joseph (our centre-back) making important clearances and
tackles, and so far they had not scored. It was a tough match, with each side fiercely battling to score goals
and defend from conceding. Despite the defensive efforts of both teams, a goal was eventually going to
happen and when it did, it came from Sandhills. A clever pass from one of their wingers gave the ball to
another player, who slotted the ball past our keeper, Michael. After this, we kept fighting, creating more
chances, with Sandhills’ keeper making some excellent saves. Then, as the clock ticked on, we got more and
more tired due to our lack of substitutes, whilst they could just sub off their players. Our defences started to
crumble, and they punished us for it, scoring two goals in the remaining eight minutes, eliminating any
hopes of a draw. When the final whistle blew, it was 6-1 to Sandhills, and we were exhausted, but had had
a lot of fun. Joe came round with chilled apple juice (life-saving) and chocolate. We went back to the cars
happily, and went home. Iden, Year 6
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Try to remember us as we say goodbye,
The memories we had when we were here,
But slowly we leave our nest and fly high,
The wild inside us creeps slowly near.
The many adventures we had at school,
The trips and days out we had together,
As we jump in the wild memories pool,
As the friendships grow, we stay forever.

Our dreams and hopes did unfurl here,
Within these classroom walls,
And they will stay with us forever
As we walk through new doors.

The intense competitions we entered,
The tension inside us bubbles in fright,
The spotlight we were told to stand centred,
We hope that someone will keep us a-flight.

We will never forget this place –
We will never forget our teachers or our peers,
Or happy times and exciting days
Because the sun always did shine here.

We hope that tomorrow will send us light,
Wish on the stars and take off high in flight.

We will never forget our school events
That teachers worked hard to organise
And we will miss you dearly
As we say forlorn goodbyes.

Sofia, Year 6

On SATs and other tests
We’ve made ourselves proud.
And we look back on other memories
That make us laugh out loud.
And although we are leaving.
We will never forget this school.
It is where we began our education
And now it’s time to leave – a new adventure calls.
Love is a friend
It listens and it waits
It comforts and it stays.
It is not temporary,
Nor is it forced
It can be simple
Or contemporary.
It is something you can trust and hold
It never fits a certain mould
But if you are patient, warm and kind,
You are someone love will find.
Genevieve, Year 6

Elara, Year 6

