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Welcome to the 2022 Autumn Term issue of School News, in which you 

can read the children’s accounts of the many activities they have enjoyed 
since the start of the new school year in September.  This term there 

have been visits to castles – virtual and in person – and deeper delving 

into things historical, including Year 4’s investigation of a suspicious 
death.  Year 6 have been particularly busy this term with their residential 

week a highlight as well as dressing as Tudors on a visit to Stratford 
upon Avon; taking part in a science workshop; learning about how to 

keep safe and the sports leaders organising a sports taster afternoon.  

Christmas festivities are covered near the end of this newsletter, which 
also includes our collection of Poems, Snoems and Ho-ho-hoems.   

 
Virtual Tour of the Tower of London 

On Tuesday 27 September, Year 6 took part in a virtual tour of the Tower of London which was led by 
Joshua from the Historic Royal Palaces.  This was to learn how primary sources can give historians an idea 

of what life was like in King Henry VIII’s court.  Over the session they focused on what life was like for 

trumpeters in Henry VIII’s court like John Blanke. 
Before the class learnt about John Blanke, Joshua explained how primary sources – artefacts from the time – 

could be used to make other secondary sources – things made after the event such as podcasts, books and 
documentaries.  He also explained how not everyone could have sources made for them as paintings and art 

were often expensive to make as you had to employ talented people.  Documents and other writing were 
hard to get made as very few people were able to read and write.  This often meant that only the history of 

wealthy people is recorded. 

Next, Year 6 looked at a primary source called the Westminster Tournament Roll.  This is a 60 foot long 
source that is a detailed piece of art that shows the jousting tournament and everyone there.  In this art 

work John Blanke was depicted as the only black man in the tapestry and he could ride and play the trumpet 
at the same time. 

After that Year 6 learned how life was at court and the great chain.  This was the hierarchy in the palace of 

Henry VIII and showed how important everyone was.  Year 6 
                                
Year 2 visit Oxford Castle 

Year 2 enjoyed going to Oxford Castle and everything we saw there.  We 

climbed 101 steps, had a picnic with our friends and did activities in the 

workshop.  Jasper enjoyed the crypt best because it was underground and 

Owen enjoyed 

climbing the steps 

because he has never 

climbed 101 steps 

before. The new 

thing that Jasper 

learnt on the trip was 

that in the cells there 

were no toilets.  

Owen learned that 

young kids needed to 

do hard labour.  Hard 

labour was 

punishment for 

prisoners.  Jasper and Owen 
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Harvest Festival 
There was a lot of work put into the Harvest Festival. There 
was extra singing practice, many rehearsals of the class 

presentations and the collection of food-stuff for emergency 
food banks. And of course, there came the fear. It certainly 

wasn’t easy to talk in front of a building stuffed with 

frighteningly keen parents! And I cannot say that the church 
was tear-free that day… 

 
However, I think that Year Six, who were the most 

experienced pupils, were tremendous at the church! At the 
practice session with just school pupils and staff, we were 

not at our best; there was a lot of confusion with placement 

and timing. Nevertheless, all of the lines were learnt. Because 
of our poor production, we spent the rest of the afternoon 

that day polishing our part of the Harvest Festival. Soon, with 
the work of Mrs Hastings, everybody in the class knew where 

to be and when to be there. 

 
In no time at all, the day of the Harvest Festival came flying 

by! The church was crammed with eager grown-ups and 
guardians, rushing into the church with scary enthusiasm. 

There must have been even at least a trace of fear in the 

church; there was no way that somebody wouldn’t be scared 
by their elation! The pupils filed into the church, the Year 

Sixes holding hands with the charming Year Ones! Everybody 
was feeling slightly twitchy and on-edge with the looming 

shadow of parents’ expectations. At the beginning, Elaine, 
who was strongly set on making this run smoothly, helped 

with the technology. We began with the Harvest Hymn, a 

slow song about growing and harvesting grain and giving 
thanks to God, who had made the sun sparkle and the rain 

pour. After that was Year Two, talking about the water and 
how it helps soil, Reception, reviewing the process of growing 

vegetables, and Year Four, discussing the truth about Earth’s 

food waste. 
 

Eventually, we started a new song - Harvest Samba! This 
was a song that made me want to tango across the glossy 

floors of the church! It mentioned many different fruits and 
vegetables like potatoes, apricots, and broccoli. Not only that, 

but coffee, rice and herbs were sung in the samba as well. It 

was upbeat and there was amazing expression coming from 
the children! The next classes were Year One, sharing their 

experience of baking bread, and Year Five, presenting the 
positive change happening in the food industry with the help 

of Fair Trade. Then it was the remarkable Year Six’s turn! We 

talked about the devastating effect of food inequality around 
the world. The sad thing is that continents like Asia and Africa with shockingly large populations, are 

receiving the least amounts of food. This is a global difficulty that must be fixed. We found some options like 
a discussion of world leaders and sending seeds and information about farming to sustain future 

generations. After Year Six was Year Three, about stewardship and caring for Earth. 

 
Following the last class presentations, we sang the Harvest Song, about a farmer who had to toil to create 

the fruit and vegetables with the help of God. Then we had a great prayer by Rev. Rob Gilbert.   
Andi, Year 6 

 

 

A Harvest Poem 
Year 3 has been thinking about our 
responsibilities to the world. In 
Numbers, in the Bible, it says, “You 
shall not pollute the land in which you 
live…”  
 
We know it is a special job, 
Which God has given you and me.  
To care for all the land we have,  
And also love the sea. 
 
We must remember,  
Every day.  
To switch off lights 
Or we will pay.  
 
Plastic fills the world around us,  
Taints our earth and the sea.  
We don’t want the world to suffer, 
Plants and animals; you and me.  
 
Have a thought,  
Try not to drive.  
Walk or bike, 
The world will thrive. 
 
Pick up that rubbish,  
Don’t leave it be.  
It hurts the animals, 
And you and me. 
 
The climate is changing,  
Too hot and too cold.  
Cut back on those gases,  
So we can grow old. 
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Year 4 Trip to the Ashmolean  
Year 4 went to the Ashmolean.  We walked through the parks.  We walked to the museum and went inside 

to look at the galleries and were given some cards to look at and find the things in the galleries.  We went 

into another room to look at some drawings on a beautiful tomb.  We saw mummies and looked at some 
artefacts.  It was very interesting. Archie 

 
We went to the humongous Ashmolean 

Museum.  We left at 9.45am and we went 
there by walking and I saw the museum is 

very big.  

Straight away, we went to the exhibition we 
saw mummified, Egyptian mummies and we 

were the only people who got to touch the 
things that the ancient Egyptians used.  I 

was surprised that the artefact that I got to 

touch was an axe head as I thought it was 
the bronze hook they used for getting the 

brain out of the head for mummification.  
I really enjoyed when we got to touch the 

3000–4000-year-old objects because they 
were very cool.  I want to go again to see 

more. Talal 

 
 

Was Tutankhamun murdered?  Year 4 investigates. 
We want to tell you about our investigation of Tutankhamun’s death. The class were in groups of four and 

we were allowed to write with white board pens on our tables. 

There were clues around the classroom. We had to write the information onto our tables, it was very fun! 
One of the clues was that when his body was x-rayed he had a weak leg and scientists believed he had also 

had malaria. We saw a picture with Tutankhamun sitting down whilst shooting an arrow which links to 
having a broken leg so he cannot stand up. At the end we wrote a police report. Matilda 

 

On Monday in Year 4 we carried out an investigation on how Tutankhamun died. We looked at different 
options on how he died. The first option was that he died by falling off his horse and broke his leg. The 

second way he could have died was maybe being murdered. He was shot by a bow and arrow. Ay might 
have shot him in the back of the head with a bow and arrow. He also had bone disease which might have 

killed him.  Ibrahim 
 

When we came into school there were posters on the wall and facts. Once we 

started the lesson we were allowed to wander around the room and look for 
facts. We got a folder with myths and evidence about the suspects. Then we 

filled in a police report about how we think he died. 
Some of the evidence shows Tutankhamun had a bone disease and there were 

pictures of him shooting things sitting down when most other pharaohs stood 

up to shoot. We also found evidence of a chariot race that he was in, he fell off 
and had big scrapes and a broken foot. So, he could have fallen off and 

banged his knee. We also found evidence that he had two baby girls but they 
both died. So, his uncle Ay would take the throne when he died. He died at the 

age of 18 or 19. He could have died of a fall because of his bone disease then 
got whacked in the head because he had a mark on his head or he could have 

fallen off something, fractured his bad knee and died. He could have been 

murdered by Horemheb who was an army general so he would have swords 
and know how to fight or Ay murdered him.  Bryony 
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Year 4 Exhibition  
The exhibition was on Tuesday 6th December 2022. We set it 
up by putting out some tables to put the crafts on that we had 

been doing. The crafts that we did were: papier mâché canopic 

jars, salt dough cartouches, mummified tomatoes, papyrus 
scrolls and 3d maps of Egypt.  
To make the canopic jars we got one full cup and we cut one 
cup in half then with masking tape we stuck it together. Then 

we papier mâchéd it with ripped up newspaper and PVA glue. 

After that, we painted it white. After that we scrunched up 
paper and then we taped it on the cut cup and painted it and 

taped on ears and sometimes beaks.  
To make the cartouches we made salt dough with flour, salt and 

water then we made the shape of the cartouches and we 
etched our name in the cartouches in hieroglyphs and painted 

them.  

To mummify the tomatoes, we got a knife and cut it open and 
got a spoon and we scooped out the seeds/organs then we 

stuffed it with salt and bicarbonate of soda and put it in a plastic 
bag for 4 weeks until it turned yellow and wrinkly.  

We invited the parents in to look at everything we had been 

learning about after school and they were very 
impressed.  Isaac  

   
We had worked on the ancient Egyptians all year and had worked very hard 

so we wanted to show our parents our work. We had a free hour at the end 

of the day so we could set up the tables and chairs. On the tables, we had 
mummified tomatoes, 3D maps, canopic jars, Egyptian writing and 

cartouches. The parents were very impressed with our creative work and 
how colourful it was.  

It took a long time to learn how to mummify tomatoes and do it, make 
canopic jars, make 3D maps, write Egyptian diary entries and paint and 

make cartouches, however, it was very fun. My favourite part was making 

the canopic jars and so was Ella’s but Mila’s was mummifying tomatoes and 
Millie’s was making 3D maps. The whole class fully enjoyed it and our work 

paid off (it was very good).  Anna  
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Year 6 visit Tudor World 
On the 17 October, Year 6 went to Tudor World on 

the coach.  We went because our topic is Tudors 

and Treason.  Before the coach departed, we went 
into school.  Everyone was dressed in Tudor style 

clothes.  On the way there I played Magic: The 
Gathering with my friend Sam. 

When we got to Stratford, there was a long walk. 

When we got to Tudor World, we went in and they 
split us up: my group was doing the tour first.  On 

the tour there were some smell boxes, the first 
one was The Plague.  The second was the market 

smell, which smelled horrible.  There was also a 
ship, it smelt fine, some Tudor boys worked on a 

ship carrying gun powder. 

Then I had lunch.  In my lunch was a chocolate 
milk shake, a wrap with mini-sausages in it and 

mini scotch eggs (not in the wrap).  Then there was a tour of Stratford.  Everyone went on it.  We went to 
where Shakespeare’s mansion used to be.  A person inherited the mansion and had it torn down, everyone 

made it so that if you had that surname you could not own land in Stratford. 

In conclusion, it was fun:  the day flowed nicely and there was enough time for everything.  I learnt what 
wattle and daub is.  Wearing Tudor clothes was fun, on the other hand though, the clothes were not very 

practical.  Taran  
 

The first activity was with a lady in a Tudor shop, inside the shop was this manikin, this manikin was a 

person from the Tudor times he was in a battle and his job was to use a bow and arrows and shoot people. 

Then we went upstairs and there were more manikins and this time the manikin was in a hospital bed and 

there was a doctor, the patient had the Plague. And we smelt what the Plague smelt like and it smelt 

disgusting.  After we ate our lunch, William Shakespeare took us to see the Globe were they did plays and 

he told us about “penny stinkers” peasants who stood to watch the theatrical productions, got drunk and 

urinated and defecated on the floor. 

I enjoyed the Tudor workshop because when we smelt different things it was so funny because my friend's 

reaction was hilarious. And because we went to see William Shakespeare’s house.  Musa 

 

First, we went to a small room where we learnt that penny stinkers were peasants who stood to watch the 

theatrical productions who got drunk and urinated and defecated on the floor. Richer audience members had 

seats around the stage at different levels and they would have a chamber pot underneath their bench where 

they could go to the toilet. Out of the people going to a play, only a few of the audience would be interested 

in the play. Some would be interested in displaying their wealth and appreciation of cultural events (like the 

theatre) and some would go to flirt with potential romantic partners. There were no girl actors in Tudor 

times so boys would play girl roles. William Shakespeare would sometimes act in his own plays but only in 

minor roles. 

Next, we went into a museum and learnt that the physical symptoms of the plague were boils and a high 

temperature. The remedies were a live chicken by the patient’s 

head and a cut up snake. Hundreds of people in Stratford died of 

the plague. In the museum there were smell boxes of the plague. 

We also learnt that the school day started at 6am and finished at 

6pm and was 6 days a week. On Sundays, Tudors had Sunday 

school. Girls were not commonly educated; instead they had 

household chores. The subjects taught were Latin, Greek, classics 

and maths. Boys were also taught archery. 

We were also told that Henry VIII was focused on a male heir but 

his daughter, Elizabeth, was a good ruler in a time of prosperity.   

As the last thing before lunch, we learnt about crime and 

punishment. For a demonstration of the punishment of the highest 

disgrace to the country possible, which was treason to the 

monarch, Arjun was executed, sentenced by Andi who was the 
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judge. For less severe crimes, there were less severe punishments, for example: branding with a ‘T’ for thief, 

staying in the stocks and women were put in a bridle and taken around town for gossiping. If women were 

suspected of witchcraft, then they were thrown into a river. If they died, they were not a witch and they had 

a paid-for burial, but if they survived, they were a witch and were burned at the stake.  Maya 

 

In the afternoon we had a tour of Stratford, based on Shakespeare. First, we went to where Shakespeare 

originally lived and talked about his father’s life and his job and Shakespeare’s seven siblings. Shortly after a 

walk, we came across the Garrick Inn and learnt that it was named after a man who Stratford was thankful 

for as he had made Stratford not a destination for the industrial revolution or bombed by Hitler in World War 

Two. About 15 minutes later we came across William Shakespeare’s old house which used to be a mansion 

but a man tore it down and to this day it is a law in 

Stratford that anyone with the surname of that man is not 

allowed to buy a house, they can only rent one. Next, we 

walked across the road to Shakespeare’s school and we 

learnt that on the first floor there was the county meeting 

place and on the second floor there was Shakespeare’s 

school. The last stop was a church where Shakespeare had 

been buried and the actor playing Shakespeare told us a 

terrifying story about a girl who got locked in a tomb 

because they thought she was dead but she was actually in 

a coma. We had our last chat with the actor who played 

Shakespeare; they left him for the coach. 

In conclusion, I loved the visit as I love history and the tour 

was very interesting and I learnt much more of what Tudor 
life was like. I found the clothes quite embarrassing but as 

my friends / peers were also dressed up it felt a lot less 
embarrassing.   Stan 

 
Year 1 Class Rewards 
Every half term, Year 1 collect stars, working towards a whole class reward.  Here are their accounts of what 
they did when they had collected enough stars: 
 
We went to the park for a Teddy Bears’ Picnic because 

we earned all our twenty stars. We got our stars for 

doing good things at school.  Anika 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We earned 30 stars for doing things really well. We had a 

cinema with snacks, and I brought my doll. We had a vote to 

see which film we wanted and we got Nativity. Kitty 
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Year 6 Junior Citizen Workshop  

On Tuesday 8th of November, Year 6 went to the Fire Station on Rewley Road to learn about what to do 

when something happens in the wider world. I was in team 5 (Horseforce) with Zoe, Sumiyah, Imogen and 

Renee.  

Our first activity was in ‘Castle Alley’ where we were supposed to answer a few questions. We were all 

wondering why it was so dark and how this was going to teach us anything, but little did we know that there 

was someone from the police that was going to jump out at us when we least expected it. We were 

answering the third question, I heard some grunting noises, and it was the officer who was going to jump. 

He scared us, and we all screamed. Then Zoe dialled 999 and she asked for the police. She told the person 

that there was someone who jumped out and scared us. Our next activity was ‘Grove Crossing’ train station, 

where someone had fallen on a rail and really hurt themselves. Sumiyah and I went on the platform and we 

both ‘died’ because, in real life, train platforms can be higher than you. The instructor told us to dial 999 and 

this time, it was Imogen. She told the person that she wanted an ambulance and the person said that she 

would stop the train. Next there was internet safety, then home safety and then fire safety where Sumiyah 

called 999, then water safety, where I took the call.  

Our last activity was where someone had fallen down on their bike and had been knocked unconscious. The 

instructor told us that we could handle the situation our way and we had to help each other to get through 

the activity. First, we checked around the area for any obvious thing, and then dialled 999. We told the 

person that we were near the Red Lion and she told us to not go in the street. Then the instructor gave us a 

lecture on how to stay safe on the roads and not to use a BMX on the streets as it was against the law. That 

was the end of our activities. 

In conclusion, I thought that the trip was very fun and educational. I also learned that you should never dial 

999 as a joke. I’ll keep that in mind. Emergencies do not happen that often, but if we follow what we 

learned, the world could be a better place. Elise 

 
The Junior Citizen workshops help let kids know what to do in certain situations and how to dial 999 

effectively. We walked there on Tuesday November 8th. When we got there a guy came out and said, 

“Today we’re going to safety world.”  He led us in, and up spiral staircases and at the top it was safety 

world. There was a big fireman’s pole and the walls were decorated with weird pictures of a small town. First 

we went into a briefing room and got put into groups and then we were sent to the first room which had an 

oven and some other hazards in and the person for the room told us that you should shut a fire door and 

press an alarm and then suddenly a smoke machine went off in the oven and the fire alarm went off and it 

was really scary because it looked like there was a fire in the oven. We ran out, didn’t shut the fire door and 

didn’t press the fire alarm (even though we all thought it was a real one but we didn’t press it). We ran 

down to a fire exit and dialled 999 on a phone that led to a fake station. After that we were given a score 

and led to our next room. 

The next room was a river. The walls and floor had pictures of a river so it looked like we were in a river and 

there was a wooden box with fake grass on it to look like a river bank. In that room one of us was picked to 

be a drowning person and we saw the drowning person, dialled 999 and 999 told us to chuck a ball to them 

and told us to tell them to tuck it under their chin so their head would keep afloat. Then we threw a rope 

and dragged the person to safety on the river bank but we did this by some people lying down so we were 

as low as possible so we wouldn’t get dragged in and others holding onto their legs so that they wouldn’t fall 

in the river. After we were told what the flags on beaches mean and I found out that a chequered flag 

means surfboards in the area and you might get cut by a fin or hurt by a board and a red flag means it’s 

dangerous waters and you mustn’t swim there. A red and yellow flag means it’s a safe place to swim so you 

should swim by the red and yellow flags. We also learned that there was a thing called tombstoning where 

someone would jump off a really high thing into a river but they don’t even know how deep it is and it might 

result in broken bones and result in the victim drowning because they cannot swim with a broken bone.  

In conclusion, Safety World was really fun and the part that most people remembered was Crime Alley 

because of the man that jumped out at us. Surprisingly I learned that the best thing to do was run and 

scream because it brings attention though originally I thought if they were just trying to scare you and they 

found out it was working they would carry on pursuing you. It was very helpful to teach kids my age that 

don’t really know what to do in situations how to handle it especially because before I would never call 999 

because it was too scary for me because I don’t like calling people I don’t know but I realized it is actually 

really easy. Max 
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Stone Age Workshop 
In Year 3 we had a Stone Age workshop. We had lots of fun 

carving soap with small wooden tools. Some of us made small 

arrowheads and some of us made small spearheads. We had a 
very experienced woman who taught us a lot about the Stone 

Age; she was from The Oxford Museum. We got to touch a few 
real tools from the Stone Age.  

Some of our favourite things were: carving soap, acting out what 

people did in the Stone Age and looking at artefacts. We really 
enjoyed carving soap because we pretended we were in the 

Soap Age! We had so much fun! Did you know they had NO 
metal? Metal only started to be used in the Bronze Age. 

Annabel and Eden, Year 3 
 

Violin and Cello lessons  
When we had our first lesson, we got to choose whether we wanted a cello or a violin. When we got our 

cello or violin, we went into the hall so we could warm up. We got to listen to music and then our teacher 
(Mrs Lloyd) picked two children to come up to the front to do some warm-up moves. Then when we had 

done the warm up we all got our violins and cellos out and we learnt to play Eek, eek, eek, go the ants, as 
our first song but on our first day we did not use the bows. Then a couple weeks later, we got our bows out 

and she told us how to hold the bow properly. Then we learnt to play a little bit of Twinkle, twinkle little star 

and it was really, really fun.  
My favourite bit of it was learning to play Eek, eek, eek, go the ants and the dancing because I got a turn 

and it was so, so fun. Ellie, Year 4   
  

Year 1 have a visitor from out of space 

A spaceship crashed outside and we started Beegu because we thought Beegu was the one who accidentally 

crashed their spaceship. I think Beegu was found in my hood. She was soft and yellow and I stroked her. 

She needed a friend because she was lonely. Theo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 make sandwiches 
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Year 6 Residential at Kilvrough 

Dear future Year Sixes,  
I would like to tell you about our trip to Kilvrough: at first it was scary and 
worrying but after a while when you got used to it, it was actually quite fun. We 

stayed for five days including arrival and departure. Each day we had a 6-hour 
long activity usually including a mini bus to travel there and back. We were spilt 

into two groups each group had an instructor and at least one teacher. My 

group’s instructor was Rod and one day we had Simon. You have 4 dorms, 2 boys’ and 2 girls’ and you have 
spare time in your dorms from around 4:00pm until dinnertime. 

Day 1 And 2 
On the first day we collected our equipment: wellies, waterproof trousers and a waterproof top. Then we 

spent the rest of our day (except free time) doing small activities around the base. The activities were for 

team building, they were: spider’s web, ball maze and one with a pipe. For dinner we had fish fingers and 
mashed potatoes with beans. 

On day two we did a day walk that is about 7 miles and at night we did a night walk that was around a mile. 
On the walk we did lots of walking until we got to a little cave where we did a tiny bit of caving. Caving was 

a small loop through a dark passage. After the caving we did a bit more walking until we got to a beach. 
Then we climbed down the rocks onto the beach and played on it until the tide came in. Then we did some 

scrambling on the rocks, we climbed up an annoying bit of the rocks where we needed help from the 

instructors. Once we got to the top we got to sit and watch the view for a bit. For dinner that night we had 
spaghetti bolognese with garlic bread. 

Day 3 
Day three was my favourite day even though I was very worried in the morning and didn't want to do it. We 

took a minibus down to the beach car park; on the walk down to the beach it hailed on us and some of us 

had to hide behind a bush. When we got to the beach, we put our bags down and played in the sand while 
Sam the instructor set up the climbing ropes. While we were playing in the sand I accidentally stood in a 

puddle and made my foot very wet. Next, we took it in turns to climb and hold the rope while some of us 
went for a beach walk with a teacher. When me and Renee went for a walk, our group found a small crab 

we built a wall around it so the wind would not scare it as much. For dinner on day three we had roast 
chicken. 

On day 4 we did canoeing with Simon the instructor, we were split into two groups, each group went to a 

different place. Canoeing was fun, wet and very tiring. The best part was when we put mine and Renee's 
canoes on top of the other canoes and Renee and me got to stand on it. The worst part was when we had 

to load all the canoes back on the trolley at the end’ when we were all cold, tired and wet. The only person 
that fell in was Miss Martin; she fell in at the start and didn't bring a change of clothes, so she was very cold 

and wet. Day four night’s dinner was my favourite as it was potato wedges and pizza. 

Day 5 
On day five we packed up our bags and left them in the common room so the cleaners could clean the 

dorms. Then we went to the beach and did a small walk where I found a giant rock with loads of fossils in it. 
We all found pretty black rocks and took them home as souvenirs. 

In conclusion I would go to Kilvrough but 

this is the sort of thing I would only do 
once. I would only do it once as it is very 

wild and tiring. I am pleased I did it and I 
was very proud of myself afterwards. The 

hardest part for me was the showers 
because I really hate showers and the 

evening activities as I was already very 

tired. The most enjoyable part was a pile of 
sand my class named Jim Bob. We were all 

very sad when he was washed away by the 
sea, but kept shouting for him. Later that 

day we had a funeral for him. Jim Bob was 

my favourite part because he was funny 
and made me laugh and brought the whole 

class together too. 
Hope you have a good time if you go. 

Good luck, 
Bella 
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On the 21st of November, year 6 went on a residential trip to Kilvrough, Wales. It was the first time we went 
away with the class for a whole week and it was full of fun activities.  Kilvrough Manor is a huge building in 

the middle of the countryside.     

The journey was long but it was worth it! When we arrived, we had a bit of time to tidy our dorm and 
explore the huge house, but then we completed some activities already on the first half day. We were in our 

team and faced different challenges. The first one was where we had to fill a pipe up to its brim allowing a 
ball to float to the top but there were holes which some of us had to cover while the others ran back and 

forth with plastic cups filling the tube with water. In our next activity we had to cross the field without 

touching it and the only thing we had were 10 wooden slabs while there were 12 of us. We succeeded in 
this task on our second try since if no one had their foot on a slab, Rod, our director, would kick it away. 

The first-time people jumped it but that left others stranded with just 2 slabs and 2metres to go. Next, we 
were all lined up on a bench with one block of stone in front of it. We were supposed to sort ourselves into 

alphabetical order using only the bench and the stone to step on. This task was the easiest since we were 
able to squeeze past each other without having to fall off. After that, 

we moved on to a much harder task, going through a spider's web 

without touching it and using only 3 holes twice. This meant we had 
to lift people and lower them to get them through the top holes or 

else we had not used every hole.  
Our next task was hard but 

we had to place a bit of 

bamboo gently on our 
fingers and lower it to the 

ground. Rod told us it was 
filled with helium and 

floated although it was not 

and did not. Still this trick 
worked because it was our 

instincts that we thought it 
floated. This means that 

even if one of us thought it 
was going up and lifted 

their fingers, everyone else 

would follow. Our final activity was where we had to get a ball 
through a maze without it falling into a hole. We were able to rest 

after we had put away our waterproofs and then we could hang out and play games in the lounge until 
dinner. We had fish fingers and mashed potato that day, with carrots and cucumbers. Although no one 

wanted all that delicious food to go to waste, everyone was stuffed and half of it was still there on the 

serving tray. There was another activity after dinner which no one expected and it was orienteering. 
Everyone I asked just wanted a rest after all that food and did not fancy going out on a scavenger hunt in 

the dark, but it was fun after all. I was glad when we went to bed after that busy day but then again I did 
not want to sleep.  

The next day I was up at 6:30 when some others were just waking up; I got dressed and decided to stay in 
the dorm for a bit longer because it was the warmest room that I had been in. I went down eventually but 

still had a lot of time before breakfast so I played some card games. For breakfast there was cereal followed 

by bacon in a bun which was really tasty.  Next, we went to 
brush teeth and collect equipment for our adventure walk 

that day. On our way 
to the beach we did 

a spot of caving in a 

horse-shoe shaped 
tunnel in a mountain. 

Later, after we had 
had a few goes at 

caving, we continued 

our walk along the 
edge of a cliff, the 

sea rocking gently 
below us, the sand shimmering like 

gold.                                                          
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Eventually, we stopped at a beautiful beach to have our lunch and do some scrambling. We clambered up 

some smaller rocks and then one 4m high but really steep ledge which was really fun. We resumed our walk 
as we trudged up a steep hill getting a breather at the top. This was really the only nice day with a pale blue 

sky and glistening sun. We had pasta for dinner and were exhausted when we went to bed that night.  
 

The next morning I had to be ready a bit earlier because I was on duty which simply meant I was to prepare 
the tables for breakfast with a few others. It was 

not as bad as I had expected although I was 

completely tired from the day before. That day 
we were expected to go rock climbing and if we 

had time abseiling, so just like the day before I 
collected things we needed and we headed to 

the coach to drive to the beach. We still had to 

go on a little walk before we were there. Soon, 
everyone wanted to turn back since it had 

started pouring and the rain drenched us even 
with waterproofs on. We were nearing the end of 

our walk when it started hailing that it hurt and 

when that stopped the wind was so strong that it 
knocked Sam off his feet and when he tried to 

recover the wind made him stumble over several 
times until Miss Baker heaved him up. When we 

had arrived the sun came out and its rays of 

pleasure made us warm again. While some of us started 

rock climbing, some of us, including me, went for a walk. 
 

Before we enjoyed these fun activities, we had lunch while 

the rock-climbing equipment was being set up. That day, 
the weather was unpredictable because it went from sunny 

to rainy to hailing to sunny again to raining to sunny to 
raining to hailing to rainy to sunny. It was super windy the 

whole time.  After we had had our hot squash and biscuits, 

Jim Bob, a pile of sand, was washed away by the upcoming 
tide. We had a funeral when we got back to the Manor. I 

was glad but sad for this spectacular but very rainy day to 
end. We put our soaked waterproofs and boots in the drying 

room overnight and went to have a shower like the previous 

day. Today for dinner (where I was still a server), we had 
roast dinner which was delicious. That night I fell asleep 

instantly. 
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The next morning was like all those before it: we had 
breakfast which was cereal again and then toast with jam. 

We were split into groups and since Rod was ill, my group 

went with Simon to head to a river and go canoeing. First of 
all, we had to drag the canoes to the edge of the canal which 

was tiring work. Then, we had to learn how to grip the oar 
and how to turn and reverse the canoe. We were in pairs for 

this activity since you cannot paddle a canoe by yourself. 

Next, we just started to see how we got along and we got 
pieces of advice on the way. 

 
It was quite a way to even get halfway and people were complaining about how their arms were aching but 

I liked it. On the way back, we did fun activities like putting one boat on top of the others and then doing 
activities on it like one where you had to stand up and sing head, shoulders, knees and toes, but instead of 

toes it was jump so you had to jump on these unstable canoes. I found this really fun although it was 

terrifying since if your boat shook too much you would fall in and you had to jump as hard as you could 
while the boat was already moving. 

  

That day for tea we had hot squash again which I found really good and we had rocky roads with biscuits 
which were also great. The annoying thing about this activity is that we had to bring six heavy canoes and 

load them on the trailer when your arms were already painful from rowing for a whole day. Astonishing but 
hilarious news was that Miss Martin was the only person to fall in from the other group while no one fell in 

from our group. Charlotte thinks it might have been her and Stan who shrieked behind Miss Martin and 

caused the boat to tilt vigorously when she turned and plunged in. That was most probably the funniest part 
of the trip to Kilvrough. That very same day was Sumiyah’s birthday and she got sung to at least 20 times by 

Imogen and Andi. This meant that after dinner, which was pizza, we did not go outside with St. Josephs and 
instead celebrated Sumiyah’s birthday with 2 cakes. We also watched the game Brazil vs Serbia and it ended 

up 2-0 to Brazil which I think everyone was glad about. I think most people slept well after that really 

exhausting day. 
Sadly, the next morning, on Friday, it was our last half day, but it was still exciting. We were combined with 

the other group although Rod was back. We went on a walk to the beach and basically were able to do 
whatever we wanted in a specific area. What I found really fun was to design a working pinball machine 

with Sam, Max and Kiaa. It was on a slope which meant it had self-return. We found some really round 
rocks to use as a ball and decided on some items which were targets. The best score you could get was 

2,200 points. There were two medium sized rocks for 500 points, two bigger ones for 100 and a shell worth 

1000 points. The time went too quickly though and soon we already had to leave for the Manor to pack up 
our things and leave after one week of fun, terrifying, exhausting activities. I was glad to see my family 

again but sad to leave. When we arrived at school it was already 5:30 and I was so tired after the drive and 
mainly the trip that I went to bed really soon in what was probably the busiest week of my life!  Joshua 
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Year 6 science afternoon at St Edward’s 

On Thursday 1st December 2022, year 6 went to St Edward’s to learn about science. 

The professor of science who we first met told us about how Santa’s journey would not work. She first 

explained how Rudolph’s nose would look as if it was fading the rainbow if he came towards you and turn 

infrared if he was going away from you. This was due to the wavelengths changing.  

Next she explained about how the friction of the air would make the reindeer’s tails catch fire, so they would 

not want to fly. 

After that, she explained how he would have to go faster than the speed of sound, creating sonic booms. 

They would have been so loud that the children would wake up. This makes his journey advanced 

technology, magic or not real. 

 

The next professor told us about red cabbage juice and other indicators 

that tell us the PH of certain things. The colour of the red cabbage juice 

with the thing that you are testing the PH of determines whether it is 

alkaline, neutral or acidic. PH stands for potential of hydrogen. He had 

test tubes and made different colours. There was a camera connected to 

the projector so we could see what he was doing from the back of the 

room. After that, he made a PH rainbow and it bubbled up so high that it 

spilt off of the table and on to the floor! It was really cool because he had 

forgotten the tray and then it almost bubbled out of the tray. 

 

Finally, Mr Storey showed us how to make poo! He mashed up a Christmas dinner and added saliva. He had 

a tube that was a fake oesophagus and Charlotte and Ben helped him get the food down it into a plastic 

bag. He put it in a blender and added fake stomach acid. He had made vomit and a lot of grossed out 

children.  

He then squeezed the mixture through tights which represented intestines. Once most of the liquid was out, 

he had poo. 

After the lectures, we had chocolate rolls and juice and sung some carols. After that, we went home.  Maya  

 

Swimming  

During the last two terms every Thursday, Year 5 class and some of the Year 6 class went swimming. We 

went to the Barton swimming centre, where we met our swimming instructor. We have been split into three 

swimming groups. I was in the middle group with Musa and Isaiah. We have been working on 

the backstroke; backstroke is when we swim on our backs, I'm quite confident with it. I'm really good with 

the front stroke; the front stroke is when you swim on your front. I’m more confident with the front stroke 

because it is easier to swim on your front than on your back. I find it easier to balance my body in the water 

by swimming on my front. Furthermore, we have been working on trying to keep our head and our stomach 

up in the water while back stroking. When we front stroke, we can always lift our heads up and breathe 

when we need to.  Near the end of term, we get to play with the big floats; we enjoy sitting on them and 

use them as boats. When I started swimming in year 5 in November, I struggled with a front stroke because 

it was really hard to breathe, however I don’t struggle with it a any more. I feel very proud of myself for this 

achievement and I would encourage for everyone to do it.   Ikram, Year 6 

 

This is about how well I am getting on at swimming. In the middle group we have been learning to swim in 

the deep end because if we went to the sea, which is very deep, we need to know how to swim. I need to 

work on keeping my head up so the water does not go into my mouth. All of the people in the middle group 

need to work on how to swim with their head up and not to be scared of going too deep and I find it easier 

to keep my head up while I do front stroke but I don’t use my arms and instead use my legs. I find it easier 

to keep my head up when I swim in that position.  When I started in Year 5 I needed to work on back 

stroke, that is where you lie on your back and swim, now in year 6 I can do backstroke. I still need to work 

on swimming in the deep end because it can be hard, you cannot touch the ground and so you have to hold 

on and swim. 

Isaiah, Year 6 
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Sports Taster Afternoon 

On Wednesday the 7th of December, the sports leaders hosted an 

afternoon sports day in St Michael’s to celebrate the sports leaders 

and help people identify them. 

The classmates were assigned in their sports day coloured teams 

and they went in a rota. The sports they did were yoga with Andi 

and Imogen, where the people from the team would follow a yoga 

video. The second one was cross country with Charlotte where you 

would try and do five laps around the field, it was a hard 

challenge. The third station was penalty shoot-out with Rosa and 

Kayden. First they practised passing and then they moved on to 

penalty shoot-out. Another of the stations was run by Ben and 

Ikram where they split Year 1, 2 and 3 into a group and Year 4, 5 

and 6 into a group where they would both play a game of French 

cricket. Last, but not least, there was a netball station run by Zoe where they were split 

into 2 groups and they did one massive netball match. The final station was tennis and badminton by Stan 

who did  rallies. 

Overall I think this was extraordinarily pleasurable and I would love this to happen again next year and in 

many more to come.  Stan, Year 6 

On sports taster afternoon run by the Year 6 sports leaders we played 

netball, French cricket, penalty shootouts, yoga, tennis/badminton 
and cross country. I really enjoyed netball because it’s my 2nd 

favourite sport. We played it with Zoe. The final score was nil - nil.  
Our second sport was tennis/badminton me and Andrew were 

partners. The final score was deuce. It was with Stan who ran that 
one and it was fun. Third, we did yoga with Andy and Imogen which 

was very relaxing.  Then we did cross country. I ran 8 laps. Then we 

did penalty shout outs and no one scored at all. Finally, we did cricket 
and it was run by Ben. It was fun too and I got to in bat 3 

times. Luke, Year 4  
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Hockey  

This term on Mondays, Year Six have been enjoying hockey in P.E.  

We started by learning the Indian and Pakistan dribbles, we learnt that in doing the Indian dribble the stick 

goes over the ball when going side to side and the opposite for the Pakistan dribble as well as that for the 

Pakistan dribble your thumb would go on the flat side of the stick and for the Indian dribble your thumb 

would go on the back of the stick. The other skills we were taught were Harry Potter scar which was where 

you use both dribbles to make a lightning bolt shape or a z; the V-drag is where you use Indian dribble to 

make a v shape.      

Our teacher Charlie who plays and coaches at Oxford Hawks taught us this term.      

Later on in the term we did one versus one,  two versus two and even four versus four; 

in the two v twos and one v ones we had to stop the ball on the line to count a point if 

it was a draw we would have to do rock paper scissors shoot, for the four v fours you 

would have to dribble through a gate to score. 

I found that the Indian dribble was more effective in matches as the Pakistan dribble is 

harder.  Ben 

 

Every week, on Monday, our PE class does hockey. It is a fantastic sport to increase your skill as it has a 

different technique to other sports. Our guide for hockey is Charlie, our class does our session after lunch. 

Charlie is a part of Oxford Hawks and our class is fortunate to have him educate us in hockey. 

In the afternoon, when we start PE, we often wait for Charlie in the quiet zone, as our lesson is outside 

rather than inside. Once he has made his destination, we mostly do a game to warm us up to get ready and 

get comfortable for the sport, hockey. The majority of the time we participate in crazy tag; crazy tag is a 

game that most pupils in the class prefer to play than other games. After we have completed our game and 

we get ready to begin hockey. Next, we get the equipment we need, which are a hockey stick and ball, we 

start. Our first activity is a recap of the things we learnt in other lessons. We practised the Pakistan dribble, 

the Indian dribble and the V-drag. The Pakistan dribble goes under the ball and the Indian dribble goes over 

the ball the V-drag we use both techniques. 

After we have had a recap, Charlie gives us challenges to compete. They are bronze, silver, gold and 
platinum if there is time. Often for bronze it is 10 kickups, silver flicking the ball up and doing 3 kick ups and 

around the world and 3 kick ups again, gold is flick the ball up and balance the ball on the stick for 3 
seconds and again and finally platinum is fish and chips and ketchup. 

Next we start to settle in to 1v1s or 2v2s it is very exciting as if your team gets defeated you go a rank 

down, if your team succeeds you go a rank up. Normally in hockey you can just shoot into the goal but in 
our class we stop the ball with control so our control improves each time. 

This term hockey has been fantastic. I recommend it to lots of pupils. It is a very exciting sport that can 
improve major techniques such as skill, control and accuracy. You might not have preferred it in the 

beginning but if you carry on you will start to appreciate you decided to play the game. I have learned a 

majority of techniques in hockey that I had no knowledge of before I did not play the sport.  Sumiyah 

 

 

 

 
 

 
The girls’ football team celebrates 

victory. 
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Year 5 Trip to the Story Museum 

We went on a walk to the Story Museum in town on Tuesday 29th November to see a play. 

They handed us cooking spoons before the play and we used them at one point during a song. It was an 

awesome production. It was about a Royal Christmas Pudding gone missing and there were two actors 

pretending to be different characters.  

It was a good play, if you ask me. It was a little long (about an hour and a half) but that is what all the best 

shows are: long.  Leif 

 

We walked in pairs on the way there and the way back to school. What we did is watch a play called The 

Royal Christmas Pudding and we watched this because Renata (the director and writer) invited us to go to 

see the features of a play. Renata is the teacher for our Playmakers sessions which are on most Tuesdays.  

At the start of the play, two characters named Ben and Sally introduced themselves through a song. Ben 

was named the Royal Head Chef even though he doesn’t know how to cook. His little sister (Sally) is a good 

chef and wants to be the Royal Head Chef. They sang lots of songs and told us stories about Anansi, a 

Sultan and Stone Soup. In the end, Ben becomes the Royal Entertainer by singing the Queen a song and 

Sally gets the Head Chef job.  

I enjoyed going to the Museum. I said in the play when I was on-stage that I wanted to be a professional 

eater, which made people laugh. My favourite part was when they told the story about the Sultan and his 

Missing Ring. Chinemelum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5, Lol, Miss Emily and Mrs Buchanan walked to the Story Museum in Oxford. We were going to watch 

The Royal Christmas Pudding dress rehearsal because our drama teacher, Renata, was directing it. It took 

forty-five minutes and I was exhausted when we got there. 

Walking up the stairs, we saw lots of fairy tale characters such as Alice in Wonderland. Next we excitedly 

wandered into the beautiful room with some amazing props and settings and we were all given wooden 

spoons. The light went out. The play started.  

Firstly, Sally, who wanted to be Royal Head Chef, was going to teach us how to make a royal Christmas 

Pudding. She was disappointed because her big brother Ben was the new Royal Head Chef, but he couldn’t 

cook! Eventually, Ben and Sally started telling lots of wonderful stories and singing lovely songs to us and 

each other. The wooden spoons on our laps were to wave in the air during songs. At the end, the Queen 

made Ben the Royal Entertainer and Sally the Royal Head Chef, and they found their lost Christmas pudding 

on the Queen’s hat.  

When it ended, I was very pleased with it - I give it a nine out of ten. The bit I disliked was that it only had 

two people acting. Ben was my favourite character because he was playful and funny. Overall, I think it was 

great. Lucy 
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Whole school trip to the Pantomime at Oxford Playhouse 

At the beginning of December, when the cold was starting to creep up, 

St Michaels went to the pantomime in the centre of Oxford to view 

Cinderella, but a little different to the classic story: new characters were 

introduced and it seemed to be set in the modern day.  

After a brisk walk across town, we stepped into the pantomime. It was a marvel to take in the blaring music, 

the swarming crowd of people and the shining lasers from the imposing, awesome disco ball, hanging in the 

centre, illuminating the broad stage above the seats. Suddenly, the lights began to dim; the first scene was 

about to commence.  

The plot roughly followed the story of Cinderella, it goes as follows. First we were told how the unassuming, 

innocent land of Oxland was under the strict rule of evil, future-to-be queen, Dandina. Her (apparently) 

flawless plan was to get the young prince of Oxland to marry her, consequently resulting in her as Queen. 

Then she would force the prince into prison and rule the whole kingdom. Later, the prince falls in love with 

Cinderella, after almost being tricked by Dandina many times, but eventually Dandina is caught and 

Cinderella is crowned Queen. 

In summary, I thought it was a very entertaining and enjoyable school trip. It seemed like something we 

had never done before, since, because of Covid, we had not gone to the Oxford Playhouse for a few years 

now, so it was a momentous occasion. I would love to visit there again and I wish I had had the chance to 

go there more.  Sam, Year 6 

 
Ada: We went on the bus to the Pantomime and we saw Cinderella.    

Josiah: Dandina was my worst character. I liked the fairy who gave Prince 
Charming a piggyback.   

Henry: Dandina is Cinderella’s step mother. Dandina was very bad and mean. I 

liked Cinderella and Prince Charming because they got married and then the 
minions put Dandina in the dungeon.    
 

On Friday 2nd December, the whole school went to the pantomime to see Cinderella. When we got to 

school, Miss Martin said to us we all have to go to the toilets so we didn’t have to go to the toilets when we 
were walking to the pantomime. Then we had to get our coats on and our gloves on. Then we got into 

partners so we didn’t have to walk to the pantomime without a partner. We started to walk to the 
pantomime and it was a very long walk, it took us about half an hour to get there.  

When we got there we all sat down and waited for the performance to begin. It was very funny and they 

threw lots of sweets at us but I didn’t get any because we sat at the back. When the first half had finished, 
we had snack and water then the second half began which was very funny as well especially the ugly sisters. 

Then we got our coats and gloves on then we got back into our partners then we started to walk back to 
school.  Rosie, Year 4  

 
My favourite character was a mouse called Buttons; she was a funny mouse and she loved to rap with her 

friends (Zip and Poppers).  

One of the main characters was the stepmother called Dandina, she was the first one to enter the stage, 
next was Allen (spoiler alert: he was Cinderella’s fairy godfather)!  

I loved the costumes they made all the characters come to life, especially the ugly sisters. The ugly sisters 
(Smelly and Belly) were actually men dressed up as girls; these are called dames. They were so funny and 

when we were trying to break the mirror to get to the other side they showed the mirror their faces and the 

mirror broke instantly. It was hilarious!  
In conclusion I think that it was a really enjoyable experience  and I am very glad that we went. Otherwise 

we would have missed a great show and opportunity to go to the pantomime. Imogen, Year 6 
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The Nativity 
George: We sang songs with Year 1 and Year 2. My favourite song was Ba Ba Boogie.    

Beatrice: We made actions to the songs and taught them to the older children.   

Pauline: We were sheep, stars or angels in the Nativity. I was a sheep. Baaaaaa.   
 

 
 

     

 
 
 
 

Year 3 with their Christingles 
 
 

  
  

  
 

 
 

A visit from Father Christmas 

Alice: Father Christmas came to school and gave us presents.    
Alfred: We ate lots of food for our Christmas party. I liked the yoghurts.    

Scout: I liked the pom bears at our party. We played musical snowmen.   
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The Class Christmas Party  
On Thursday 15th of December 2022, we had a class party. We all 
chose what to bring in like sausage rolls, chocolate, fruit and 

vegetables. I brought in Quality Street, then Santa came near the end 

of the party. Everybody, got a present I got a Amun-Ra book mark and 
a sloth puppet.  

Then after eating, we went into the hall and played musical statues. 
Henry was one of the winners. After that, we played ‘isn’t it funny how 

a bear likes honey’ and only Isaac guessed correctly who stole the 

honey. Then we went into class and went home and that is what 
happened at year 4’s party.  Alfie, Year 4 

 
At the class party, we had fun playing with the online advent calendar 

with lots of games like decorating a Christmas tree. Next, we had some 
food. We then played musical statues with Year 3 and then we stole a 

bear's honey.   My favourite part was when me and Lara were the 

bears. We also got to see Santa who gave us presents. After all of the 
excitement, we had to go home. JJ, Year 4   

  

Christmas Carol Concert 

On Tuesday 13th of December the school 

went to the Christmas Carol Concert at the 
St Michael's church. We walked to the 

church in the snow and then went in and sat 
down in our classes and the parents also 

came to watch the concert. Year 5 was 
drumming and playing the glockenspiel and 

there was also someone playing the piano. 

Before every song some of the Year 6’s read 
a Bible reading. The first carol was Once in 

Royal David's City. After we sang Once In 
Royal David's City, the first Bible reader 

came and read (News from a rather unusual 

visitor) then we sang Gabriel's Message. 
Next the second Bible reader came and read 

(Three wise men travel from the east) and the drummers came up and then we sang Journey of the Magi. 
Next we sang One Bright Star and the third reader came and read (Shepherds tend their sheep on the 

hillside) then the soloists came up and sang the first verse then we sang the rest.    
After we sang One Bright Star, the fourth reader came and read (Herod is the only king worth knowing) then 

we started singing King Herod and there was a group of children from Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 singing as 

King Herod for the song. After King Herod, we sang the song Welcome Jesus. There was also a soloist group 

for this song too and they sang the first verse. The penultimate song we sang was Away In a Manger, 

before we sang a Year 3 came and played a beautiful violin solo then we started singing. Next, the Revd Rob 

Gilbert said a blessing and after the blessing we sang the final We Wish You a Merry Christmas. At the end 

we left the church in our classes and walked back to school in the snow.   Kiaa, Year 6 

On Tuesday 13th December, we went to St Michael’s Church to do a carol service for our parents and 

relatives. The walk was cold and there was lots of snow and frost. The church was a little warmer. We sat in 
rows and each row had two benches. When we sang, we always stood up and we had soloists and 

instrumentalists. The first carol we sang was Once in Royal David’s City. We all had the words for the songs 
which the audience had as well.  

My favourite part was when I had a violin solo with the piano. It was when we sang Away in a Manger. The 

solo was for the first verse, then the choir joined in and eventually, the whole group!  Andrew, Year 4  
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Poems, Snoems 

and  

Ho-ho-hoems! 
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Oh no, bless my soul! 

Christmas has come again. Are we 

Going to play in the snow? Are we going to have 

roast 

Beef or roast chicken my fave. I can’t wait for 

Christmas. What about you? 

Amber, Year 5 
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Small 

Nice 

Octopus 

Wearing 

Maroon Christmas hats 

Also 

Nice bows 

Bryony and Lili 
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Santa’s bright Santa’s never a fright 

At Christmas he eats cookies and drinks 

Milk we put presents and sing carols we 

Will always have a splendid day. 

If someone asks you how was Christmas  

You always say “great!” The food was 

Great, the presents were great practically  

Everything was great!  

Isaac, Year 4 
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The Snow 

The snow is white and fluffy 

The snow is light 

The snow is soft 

The snow is crunchy 

Come and play 

The snow is wet 

The snow is cold 

The snow is fun 

The snow melts 

Come and play. 

Rachel, Year 1  
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Snowy Christmas Day 

Christmas is new. Christmas is 

Snowy. Snowy Christmas day. 

Christmas is a very special 

Time of year. Christmas is fun. 

When Christmas comes you have lots 

Of fun. When it snows on Christmas 

Day you can build a snow man. 

Matilda F, Year 2 
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Stickman stuck in the  

snow the more he  

stands in the snow  

he is cold with cold 

Ted, Year 1 
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Christmas Dragons  

Christmas dragons, Christmas dragons 

You may have heard of them you may have not 

What’s this rubbish about an old man called Santa 

With silvery hair the Christmas dragon spread 

The magic through the air. 

So next time you talk about Santa mind what 

You say and remember what I’ve told you today 

The Christmas dragons will have made your 

Tree but maybe just maybe if you plea 

They will spare you from being 

Their tea. 

Millie, Year 4 
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Who am I? 

Who am I? 

A creature of pure joy and love, 

A bringer of peace from the sky above. 

Who am I? 

I sing such a sweet little tune, 

And chirp away happily by the light of the moon. 

I’m a sweet little bird, with eyes full of warmth, 

I like to hop all around, back and forth. 

I visit in winter, when there’s frost on the ground, 

Then fly back to my nest, safe, and sound. 

Who am I? 

I have a red furry chest, 

And at the end of the day, I settle down in my nest. 

Who am I? 

Imogen and Grace, Year 6 
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Reindeer Conversations 

Vixen said to Blitzen, 

“Aren’t you tired of this mess?” 

Then Blitzen said to Vixen, 

“I’m sorta leaning on yes.” 

Rudolph said to Dancer, 

“Look at my red nose tonight! 

If I wore two of these on Halloween, 

It will give you such a fright!” 

Donner said to Dasher, 

“Look at Mrs Claus’s dress!” 

Then Dasher said to Donner, 

“Not a bad one, it’s the best!” 

Cupid said to Rudolph 

“You’ve got a bright nose tonight! 

If you wore three of these on Halloween 

Prancer will have such a fright!” 

Then Prancer said to Cupid 

“Don’t you mess with me tonight! 

He’ll wear three of these on Halloween, 

P.S. Although you’re right.” 

Reindeer conversations 

Can get quite out of hand, 

So please step back and watch the pros 

But while looking where you stand. 

Elise, Year 6 
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Santa 

In the preparation of making 

The presents the elves are looking 

For kids on the nice list. 

He works all day all night, 

He doesn’t sleep he tries 

To fight, he does his best 

To do it right! 

He delivers them once a  

Year and when you sleep  

You should know he is near!  

Grace, Year 4 
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Robin 

Red as rubies, 

Brown as bark 

This little one, 

Can set off a spark. 

 

Aways sitting in the cold, 

Never leaves, always bold. 

He watches me as I stare, 

He gives me back a trusting glare. 

 

When it’s warm, 

And days are long 

I wish that I could hear his song. 

Jessica, Year 6  
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My Robin Sits in My Tree 

The robin from Spain rode a train. 

But my robin likes to sit on my tree. 

The robin from the zoo rowed a canoe, 

The robin from Spain rode a train. 

But my robin likes to sit in my tree. 

The robin from the moon liked to go zoom, 

The robin from the zoo rowed a canoe, 

The robin from Spain rode a train. 

But my robin liked to sit in my tree. 

Kitty, Year 1 
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In the winter 

Squirrels scamper 

Whilst people try 

To win a Christmas 

Hamper. 

Benji, Year 1 
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Mud on the cat 

Igloo made the cat freeze. 

A coat made the cat warm 

What on earth would happen next? 

Sylvie, Year 1 

 

 

 

Dogs, dogs what do you do 

When you see a human? 

“We run away became they try to 

Catch us.” 

Sylvie, Year 1 
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Libby and Teddy’s Christmas 

Libby said to Teddy on Christmas Eve, 

“I can’t wait for tonight.” 

“Yes, and what a sight.” 

Then Teddy ran to the bed and started a pillow fight. 

The snow was falling and they hugged so tight, 

They saw something in the distance. 

Was it Santa? Had they been good? 

Was there presents and lots of food? 

Christmas was coming so they laughed and played. 

Santa was coming on his sleigh! 

Libby had asked for a pink Barbie aeroplane. 

Teddy was hoping for a bus or a train. 

Jingle Jingle and woosh went the sleigh. 

How exciting! It was almost Christmas Day! 

The children awoke full of glee, 

You will not believe what they could see. 

“Oh my goodness!” Libby screams. 

“Is this the Santa of our dreams?” 

Then Teddy got up and yelled,  

“Let’s go explore because I can hear the bells.” 

So Libby span whilst Teddy ran. 

There was a big jolly man with a big, red nose. 

“Come for a ride,” he said. 

Libby chose Dancer 

And Teddy chose Prancer. 

Rudolf’s red nose was flashing like mad. 

But oh no! It was almost Christmas Day. 

And in a click of their fingers they were back in bed. 

Libby, Year 5 
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Christmas Sparkle 

Here comes the Sparkle 

That glows in the night 

It comforts the children 

That shiver with fright. 

It fights off the spirits 

The souls of the dead 

So now you know why all the elf clothes are red … 

Andi, Year 6 
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Catching Santa 

 
“Nearly done!” I said with a shout 

“I’ll catch Santa without any doubt!” 
“Urgh, you’re so stupid” big brother moaned to me 

“You’re just jealous!” I said as I smiled wide with glee. 
 

My camera was ready! Ready to catch Santa! 
Just something to hold it: Ah, a banana! 
I laid out the cookies, all ready to snap 

“He’s not even real” said old grandpa Pat. 
 

I knelt on the floor and started to cry 
As I saw something shine right up in the sky 

IT’S SANTA, HE’S REAL!  I screamed with delight 
Confused voices broke out at the sight. 

 
“It cannot be!” shouted mum from above 
BUT IT IS, IT IS and he’s coming with love 

BANG, THUD, CRASH, Santa came to a halt 
He pulled on the reigns and Rudolph stopped with a jolt. 

 
Never fear ‘cus Santa is here 

To laugh, to sing and spread Christmas cheer 
That night I slept soundly, knowing Santa is real 

With him downstairs, enjoying a nice meal 
 

Charlotte, Year 6 
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Christmas Tree 
 

Christmas tree 
All bare 

With none of its crowning glory 
Just pine needles green and spare 

But the morning after 
When I came plodding down 

The tree was covered from head to toe 
And sparkling  

Like the crown jewels. 
Matilda, Year 4 

 

 

 
 


